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Ladies and Gentlemen,

I want to welcome everyone here today, faculty, staff, family and friends and most importantly, our graduates. 

Students, each of you stands here today, having spent the last four years working to learn all that was required of you to earn your high school diploma. Some lessons you learned willingly while others we had to convince you to learn. But, I’m proud to say that you have all learned your lessons well. But, not all your lessons were learned in the classroom. Some were learned while participating in sports and others were learned as you participated in volunteer activities or while working part time jobs outside of school hours. 

You have each learned how to lead and how to follow, both of which are necessary in life. Sometimes in life you will be required to lead others to accomplish the important things in life, while other times you will be required to follow when someone else is better qualified to lead in a specific area. A real leader will know the difference and will know that true leaders knows their strengths and challenges and recognizes that leading by following can be just as powerful as being in charge. 
Both your teachers and your families are very proud of each of you today for what you have already accomplished during your high school years. You have studied hard and done your absolute best. Each of you is fully prepared to enter the next season of your lives. Some of you will be entering the military, some will be going on to college or technical school and some already have jobs lined up. We know that you are very excited to enter this next season regardless of your intended destination. 

As you enter your new season you may think everything is all settled but I can tell you that life can throw you a wealth of surprises. Some of those surprises will be pleasant and welcome and some will be difficult and challenging. But, we have confidence in you that you can face both the pleasant and difficult challenges. Who knows, you might decide to change your life’s direction to something totally unimaginable? I want to encourage you to keep yourselves open to life’s possibilities at every intersection you face in life. We want you to be confident that you are prepared to meet every challenge and to encourage you that you have the tools and the capabilities to accomplish what is necessary in life. We also want you to walk forward willing to take chances, knowing that you can accomplish great things. Some of you will become corporate executives, some of you may enter the ministry, and some may enter politics or even become president of the United States. Each of you carries with you immense potential. Just remember that your teachers, your family and your friends are all rooting for you to succeed no matter what you set out to do. We are here for you to help you as you continue on your journey.
Congratulations and good luck as you move forward. 


 
