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Welcome Everyone,

Mike’s mother Pam and I want to thank you all for being here to share this happy occasion. I especially want to welcome Kelsey’s mother Denee, her step father Bob and her father Ejay as well as those of you who have traveled from out of town to be with us. We have a beautiful place to hold the rehearsal dinner here at Ivarones’ Restaurant don’t you agree? 
I’m very proud of my son Mike. At age 25 he has made a definite choice about his life’s direction. He has two years of college and had first studied sports medicine for two years but then had a serious change of heart and is went to the seminary where he is soon to graduate. His faith is very important to him and he is very active in the youth ministry in his church. 

Mike and I have always had a very close relationship for which I am very grateful. Especially in good weather we enjoy golfing together. He’s a better golfer than me but I don't tell him that. I wouldn’t want him to get prideful about beating his dad. 

Parents always like to share stories about when their children were young and I do have some wonderful memories with Mike. He was a cute kid growing up. I don’t just mean his appearance but also his antics. 

I remember one time he ran off from me at Wal-Mart when he was 5 yrs old. He went straight to the customer service counter and asked them to page his dad because he was lost. As I walked toward the information counter I could see Mike and three little old ladies laughing. Mike was pointing his finger at me, and as I got closer I could hear him saying, "How many times do I have to tell you not to run off from me at Wal-Mart?" You can be sure that is a story I will tell to his children one day. 

I’ve always told Kelsey that she is not the first girl he’s given a ring to. This surprised her a little bit until I told her the story. Once when he was in grade school he took his mother’s $1000 diamond and sapphire ring and gave it to a little girl in his class and asked her to be his girlfriend. Thankfully, his teacher saw it, called us and gave the ring back to us. At least I can say that Mike has always known that when you care about a girl you give her your best. 
Mike and Kelsey make a wonderful couple. You can tell just by looking at them how much they love one another. Kelsey we want you to know how glad we are to welcome you to the family. You complement Mike with your devotion to him personally and your commitment to him in his ministry. 
Would you all please join me in wishing Mike and Kelsey well in their future together?

May your lives together be full of joy and love

May you have more days of fullness and fewer days of lack

May you love each other more today than you did yesterday

Congratulations Mike and Kelsey!

