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Good Afternoon Everyone,

I am honored today to stand before you to celebrate the graduation of our newest class of Full Service Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists. This program only welcomes a select few into each class and each one of you worked hard to meet the requirements and enter this program. That alone showed your potential in your field. But you didn’t settle for that. You chose to pursue this specialized program, the Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) in nurse anesthesia specialty here at University of Minnesota School of Nursing. 

For the friends and family here today to support one of our graduates, this program is extremely demanding. This is a three year graduate program to ultimately become Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs) once they successfully pass the board examination. Only 10 students at a time are accepted to this extremely competitive graduate program and this year’s chosen class has proven our confidence in them every step of the way over the last three years of study.
As a foundation for the program students first learn the basic anesthesia principles including learning the anesthesia machine and airway management to placing invasive lines, and regional anesthesia techniques including spinal, epidural and peripheral blocks. In addition students rotate to various hospital settings including trauma, pediatric, veteran affairs, and rural settings. Students spend weeks to months at these rotations so that they become proficient in each area of study and are thus prepared to step into the position of Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs) in any one of these areas upon completion. Then students must write a DNP scholarly capstone projects as part of this curriculum. After graduation, our University of Minnesota DNP nurse anesthesia students are ready to practice as FULL SERVICE CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE ANESTHESTISTS.

I think we all agree that furthering one’s education is never a waste. Choosing a field of study that requires us to challenge our minds, our skills and our commitment is an added bonus. The medical field is one that challenges each of these areas and not everyone who sets out to earn a degree in a medical field sees it to completion. Some find they do not have the skills to complete it and some find they don’t have the commitment required for the education and the career that follows. But each of you ten have met the challenge head on and followed your education through to completion. You have proven that you have the mind, the skill and, most importantly, the commitment to complete your chosen education. You have proven that you are now well equipped, and prepared to be FULL SERVICE PROVIDERS as NURSE ANESTHETISTS. All the hard work you put into this three rigorous year program was worth it. You are now properly prepared to step into an important position in the medical field and to serve your community proudly. 
The thoughts and encouragement of all your teachers and administrators, along with your family and friends will go with you today as you go forth to fulfill your dream of working as Nurse Anesthetists. 

Good luck to each one of you.
