12741, Daisy Trillanes – graduation – 5 minutes
Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Tonight we gather together to celebrate our accomplishment of completing our college degree here at the University of Phoenix. I had wanted to go to college and earn my degree for many years. But, it had not been possible until now for a variety of reasons that simply added up to “Life”.  We all make choices and cannot go back and make different ones. We an only move forward from our current place in life. I finally came to the point when I knew that the only way to truly move forward and accomplish my life’s goals and dreams was to go back to school and earn my college degree. 

Once that decision was made I began researching schools to find the right fit. I compared traditional schools as well as non-traditional schools and finally decided that the University of Phoenix was the best fit for me. They offered the degree program that I needed for the career goals I had set for myself. They also offered class schedules and formats that fit into my already busy adult life and they provided valuable financial and career guidance to help me make the right choices for my education. 
Going back to school as an adult requires of lot of things that a traditional university can’t offer. In making this decision I was blessed to have a lot of support every step of the way. My family and my friends had not only encouraged me to do this previously but their support stayed consistent all the way through my completion of my degree. Most of them are here with me to celebrate tonight. But, in addition to my personal cheerleaders the faculty and staff here at the University of Phoenix have been wonderful. They not only helped me to accomplish my best effort in my studies but they went the extra mile and made time to meet with me outside of regular class times when I had questions or needed to brainstorm ideas for projects and assignments. 

Now that I have my degree I can pursue a career that I will truly love to do for the rest of my life. Work will no longer feel like drudgery but will give me reason to be excited about what I do on a day to day basis. My degree will also help me to earn a better salary than before and know that I have a future before that can grow and improve as I add experience to my education. It means I can provide for myself and my family better but it also means that I can be an example to others that I meet in my circle of influence. Every time someone notices that I enjoy my work thoroughly I can tell them how I accomplished it and what school I attended. I can be an encourager to them so they will go after their dreams. Now I feel like I have a future. Now I know that if I want to go further in my education that I can make it happen. Now I know that I can make a difference in the world around me by giving my best to my career.

I want to leave a legacy for those who come after me, whether it is younger workers who see me as an example or whether it is to my children or my close family or friends’ children to know that they don’t have to settle for just a job. They can dream about what they really want to do with their lives and they can go after those dreams knowing they are possible. 

I want to thank all my friends and family for all your support. I want to thank my teachers and counselors for being there for me to sort out all that was necessary to finish my degree and now move forward into a career I only thought possible in my dreams. For those here who are currently still working toward your degree I encourage you to continue your quest and give it your all. Don’t be afraid to ask for assistance and make sure you have your own personal cheer leaders. You’ve come this far; don’t stop. You can do it. We who graduate today are proof that you can do it too. Don’t allow doubt to stall your path to your goal. And, be sure you listen to the wise counselors who offer you guidance as you complete your chosen career path. Your future is bright if you just keep putting one foot in front of the other and keep your eyes on your goal. 
Thank you,

