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Welcome Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you so much for coming today to share in the celebration of my brother Mark’s wedding to his lovely Rakhi. As his brother I probably know more about him than anyone else so please allow me to share some important events in our lives. 
One time when we were young Mom brought back McDonald's meals and it cost $5 dollars. I remember Mark said, “So what, Mark full, Mark happy.” This is still true today. I guess the moral of this story is, Rakhi, keep Mark fed well and you will keep him a happy man. That should be easy since you’re an amazing cook. 
As young children we shared a bed and we were always wrestling over sheets among other things. Poor Mark ended up sleeping in the closet a lot. Over time Mark decided it was enough and found a solution. He went to the gym and before I knew it I was on the floor loosing the wrestling matches. Suffice to say that was the end of wrestling days for me. So, Rakhi, you might want to be careful of the bedclothes or you may wake up to find Mark has all the sheets and you have none. 

Now, no offense to Mark but he is short. That’s ok, but Mark loved basketball growing up and as you know most basketball players are tall. But, Mark wouldn’t give up. He made up for his shortness by developing his speed and agility. His attitude is, “When you run into challenges, whether it’s getting beat up, or being competitive in basketball when you are short, keep looking and trying until you find a solution. I think this is encouraging as he enters marriage because life can throw you a lot of unexpected challenges and Rakhi can rest in the knowledge that Mark will always seek a solution; he won’t just sit down and give up. 
Family is very important to both Rakhi and Mark so it’s wonderful that they both shared a love for their grandfathers. I remember once when Mark was little, he liked climbing the guava tree, which Grandfather, or Appachen, didn’t like him doing. Many times Mark would climb down and run to the neighbor's house before Appachen could beat him for breaking the rules. However, when he came back, he would always try to cuddle with Appachen to soften his heart toward him. But Appachen wasn’t a push over and Mark still ended up getting hit with stick as punishment. Then he would get made and scream at Appachen for a while. He would say things like, “you just sit there and have you tea”, or, “you think you are great.” Then he would run off to the neighbor's and play with their kids again. Later he would come back and forget about the punishment and cuddle with Appachen again. Mark is a very loving and forgiving person. I know this will make him a great husband and father. Hey, someday he will be the grandfather and his grandchildren can pester him the way he used to pester our grandfather. 
I hope you can all see from the few things I’ve shared today that Mark is loveable, fun loving and funny, even if he is short. Whatever he decides to do in life he goes after it with the intent to succeed. He doesn’t do anything half hearted. I know he goes into his marriage that way also. He loves Rakhi and has set his heart and mind on being a wonderful husband to her. 

One very important person in our family is not able to be with us today. Our father passed away in 2002. I know that Dad would have been thrilled to get to know Rakhi and see how happy Mark is with her. He’d also have been very happy to see all our family and friends come from near and far to celebrate this wonderful day.
Mark and Rakhi, today is one of the most important days of your lives together. Today is the first day of your lives as man and wife. My wish for you is that you each day you remember to love each other as you love today. In many ways love changes as we grow and learn together, but I encourage you to never forget the feeling of your first day together. Remind yourselves of today’s rush of joy whenever life gets hard or when you have a disagreement. 
Remember to have a little fun each day. Being adults doesn’t mean having to be serious all the time. Remember the things you did while courting and do those things again, not just the big, official things, but the little things you did to get to know one another. 

When life does get tough, remember that you are not alone. You have one another. Don’t think you have to be strong for one another. Being man and wife means that you help one another through the tough things as well as the easy things. 

Remember to share all the joys you experience both small and large. Some joys may seem only important to you but if you share all of them then they will strengthen your union in ways you cannot predict. 

And, last but not least, remember that you have an abundance of family and friends who love and care about you both, as individuals and as a couple. We think of you often and we are here for you. Our wish is for you is success and joy. Our wish is that you will grow and prosper and that your life together will be one of joy. 
Will everyone please join me in congratulating the new couple?

Mark and Rakhi, may you have a wonderful life together. 

May your joy be full and your sorrows few. 

May you always see one another as you do today.

May your life together be full and fruitful. 

To Mark and Rakhi!

