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Good Evening Everyone,

I want to welcome all of you to this celebration of my parents wedding anniversary. They have been married for 47 years. I love my parents and am very proud of them. They have set a wonderful example for my older brother and me about how to make a great marriage. 
When we were children our mother was very old fashioned and traditional. She was a stay at home mom and care giver to all of us. She always encouraged us; she always stayed up late helping us with home work; she cooked great meals every day and sewed our clothes for school. Mom is also very creative and crafty. She even tried to teach me how to sew, but I’m afraid I failed at the attempt. I wasn't good at it at all. Sorry Mom. Mom was and still is the worrying type. She would call 911 if we were a few minutes late getting home. This was her protective, nurturing side of her.
Our dad was a bus driver and hard worker. He is quiet, reserved and friendly. Dad knows everyone in the neighborhood and everyone knows him! I don’t think he’s ever met a stranger. Everywhere we go he runs into a friend or sees someone he knows and he’s we well liked by all. I’m still single so I have plenty of room in my house so Dad has what I would call a man cave at my house down stairs. Now that he's retired, so he goes there to watch television, have a drink, and socialize with his friends...and take a break from my mother. Sometimes a guy just needs to be with his friends. 
Since I am still single and don’t have any children yet my parents don’t think I know much about marriage. But, I do know that my parents have set the absolute best example of what makes a great marriage. They have shown me that two people can stay married in spite of what the world around us says about marriage. They have shown me that two people can live and love for a lifetime. They have shown me that the benefits of sticking together and working out any differences you may rather than throwing in the towel and giving up. My parents aren’t perfect, no one can be perfect. But, my parents love one another and love my brother and me unconditionally. I appreciate that more than they can know. One day when I do get married my goal is to have a marriage like they have exampled to me. As I get older I find myself acting more like my parents in many ways. It’s my hope that someday when I do get married I can follow their example, find a spouse that feels the way I feel, that we love each other unconditionally for our entire lives and raise our children with that same unconditional love. 
Would everyone join me in congratulating my parents for 47 wonderful years of marriage and wish you many more happy years.

Thank you

