12828, Don Lock – wedding 10 minutes
Good Evening Everyone,

I want to welcome all of you to this celebration of the wedding of my daughter Elyse and her husband _________. We are so thrilled that you could all be here with us today. There are so many people who have contributed so much to my life and my family. First, let me thank my own parents, especially my father who provided me the opportunity to be a part of his business, and taught me the most important values of being in business. I also wish to thank the ____________ family that has provided me the opportunity to excel and advance in my career in ways I could not have accomplished without them. I have spent almost my entire Career life with this company and there are a few individuals (colleges) who have been with me also through these years that have been a big part of my life. Through thick & thin, good times & bad we have all stuck it out together. (You can briefly name some of them here). I do regret the long hours I spent working on my career so that I wasn’t around as much as I would have liked but I can only say that it was so that I could provide the best possible life for my family. 

I want to sincerely thank my Mother in law for her love and support but I also want to make special mention of my father in law, who passed away about a year and a half ago.  Elyse was very close to her Pap and we are sad that he isn’t here to share in our joy today. He was a very good man. 

My wife and I are so grateful to have had all these people, too many to list individually, in our lives over the years to enrich not only our lives but also our daughter’s. We are honored that you have chosen to be here with us today. 

My family has always been a close knit and loving family. My wife and I love both of our children very much and we are blessed to have them. And now we welcome a new member to our family, our son-in-law __________. He is a well-mannered, respectful and responsible man who greatly admires my daughter. I’m happy to say he has had a very good upbringing with very strong family morals which no doubt comes from his parents. We welcome his family to be a part of our family as well. 

Fathers have some unique memories of their relationship with their daughters and I am happy to be able to share some of those memories with you tonight. It’s so different than the relationship that mothers have with their daughters. Mothers and daughters seem to grow into close friends as the daughters grow into womanhood. But, for fathers it’s not that way. Our little girls will always be our little girls. It’s hard for us to admit that any man will ever be good enough for our daughters. Sometimes we spoil them, sometimes we try to chase away possible boyfriends, sometimes we brag far too much about how talented our daughters are at anything. But, deep down they will always be our little girls no matter how grown up they become. 

Elyse has been the true love of my life and a real "daddy's girl” but she is a very independent and mature little woman. My little girl can be very strong minded and opinionated but she is also a very goal oriented individual. When she sets a goal you know she will accomplish it. But, she is also a happy, loving person and loves children. She’ll make a real good mother one day. I have so many memories of when Elyse was growing up. We had wonderful trips to tropical vacation destinations. But, she also kept us busy taking her to her IRISH Dancers competitions all over Canada and the US. We also kept busy helping her in any way we could so she could complete her schooling in the dental profession. She has accomplished so much already and I know she will do so much more as she moves through life. I am so proud of her. But, I’m not just proud of her because of her accomplishments. I love her very much and I am so happy for her today as she begins her life with her new husband who I know is the love of her life. I know they will be very happy together and that I am not losing a daughter but I am truly gaining a son. I look forward to the times we will share as our family grows both in love and in numbers. 
Elyse, I give to you today my best wishes that you and _______ will be blessed in your relationship every day of your lives. 

May your love for one another grow in grace daily as you learn how to navigate the road of life together
May you always remember how much you love one another today at the beginning your journey together
May your joys outnumber your challenges
May your challenges only strengthen your love for one another
And may you and ______ experience as much joy as parents when the times comes as your mother and I have enjoyed

Would everyone please join me in wishing Elyse and her husband well on their marriage
