12875, KEITH JOSEPH – Hall of fame induction – 10 minutes
Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen,

I want to thank you all for inviting me here tonight and granting me the honor of being inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame for ________________ University. I am thrilled to receive this honor from the school where I not only had a great time playing basketball but where I received a quality education. I am so happy that my family and friends can be here to enjoy this honor with me. I am especially thrilled to see my former coaches and faculty tonight as well as both present and past students. 
When I first came to this school in _____ I was a fairly typical freshman. I was excited, a little scared – although I’d never have admitted that – and I was looking forward to playing a lot of basketball while I made room for studying and earning my degree. I have a lot of great memories from my time here at school both academically and athletically. 

During my years here I made a lot of friends, many of whom I have remained in contact with over the years. I learned many lessons from my time here. I learned the skills I would need in my career and I learned valuable lessons I thought I’d never need from all the general education courses that are required. All of those lessons have served me well in my life. I have great respect for my professors. They didn’t just teach the lessons, give us tests and then grade them. They took the time to listen to us and talk with us. They encouraged us to do our best and to always strive for improvement. Some of them even made themselves available to us for advice long after we graduated. The relationships I developed here have served me well in the years since I graduated and I am very grateful for them.
Coach Pitzer first recruited me straight out of high school for Behaven College but at the time I decided to attend a different college. But, when he left there and went to Missouri Baptist University in 1990 he contacted me again and I went there to play and study. After I was injured he and his wife invited me to live with them until I was completely healed. That really meant a lot to me that he cared about me as a whole person, not just a ball player. But, he also showed me that he had confidence in me as a player. During several games we were down to the last seconds of the game and down a point or two he would call on me to win the game. He didn’t say it in so many words but he would gather us together and start drawing up the play, then he’d stop and give me a certain look. I could read and understand what he meant and I’d just say, “Ok, Coach; I got it,” and then we won the game. Coach inspired me to always do my best regardless of whether it was sports, academics, volunteering or my career. 
But, academic lessons weren’t the only lessons I learned. I spent hours in basketball practice and in competition. While the games at home were exciting and we enjoyed the most support from local people, the away games were exciting in their own way. As a team we had some wonderful experiences traveling together, seeing other towns and colleges and playing a wide variety of teams. We all developed some great friendships from our time playing basketball. Those were terrific times together and in some ways I miss them. But, time moves on whether we want it to or not. 
Our coaches taught us all the things we needed to know to win a basketball game. They taught us the strategies and the different plays and how to execute them flawlessly. But, while they taught us the practical lessons they also taught us how to apply those strategies and attitudes to our personal lives. They taught us how to take responsibility for our actions. They taught us how to be a team player and not just think about ourselves. They taught us the importance of the team’s performance not just how to be the star player. They taught us how to think ahead of the immediate problem so that we could be proactive instead of just reactive. Those skills have proven invaluable in every area of my life. 
Like everyone I am older and wiser and no longer play competitively even though I still enjoy a game now and then just for the fun of it. Despite the fact that I no longer compete I still remember the lessons I learned while a student here at this school and try to pass those lessons along to others whenever possible.
To former students I hope you value your time here as much as I do. To current students I would encourage you to take advantage of every opportunity you find while at this school academically, athletically and socially. Pay attention to the lessons your professors teach. Take advantage of their offer for career advice; they do care about your future. I know from experience they take their profession as teachers seriously. Enjoy your chances to socialize with fellow students and take the time to make lasting relationships. Don’t just be an athlete or just an academic; there is more to life than just study or athletics. This is a unique time in your life that cannot be repeated when you are older. 
When I was attending college here it never occurred to me that the day would come when I would be inducted into the Hall of Fame. I just attended class, went to basketball practice, played my heart out in games and had the time of my life. When I received the letter informing me of my induction I was surprised to say the least. Once the reality sunk in I was both pleased and excited. I remember seeing the pictures of other former players who were inducted into the Hall of Fame and wondering what type of people they were and what they did to receive that honor. I thought they must have done something fairly outstanding. I’ve never seen myself as being outstanding. I just put forth my best effort in everything I attempted. I am truly thrilled to be included in this group of people and I thank you for this honor. 
Thank you again to my coaches, my professors and all those who took part in nominating me and voting me into the ____________ University Basketball Hall of Fame. I am proud to receive this honor tonight. 

