12889, John Taylor - 6 minutes – Republican Women Christmas Tea
Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen,

I want to welcome you all to our annual Christmas Tea. As always our generous volunteers have provided us with beautiful decorations for the holiday season to enhance this wonderful meal.

Our group meets on a monthly basis to accomplish many things for the Republican Party, welcoming new members, inducting new officers and fund raising. We are doing some of that tonight but we are also gathering to celebrate the holidays. 

We all believe very strongly in our mission to uphold the freedoms and individual rights in our country. We know that in order for us to promote and stand up for those rights and freedoms the one thing we need most is for unity, unity in our party and unity in our nation. All over America the various chapters of the Republican Women are meeting and discussing ways to promote our mission and to encourage more Americans, men and women to be active in our political system. Our government was designed to be, “of the people, by the people and for the people” and for this to happen we need as many of the people to be involved as possible. 

Our chapter has accomplished much this past year in promoting our mission and in bringing in new members. Our membership has a strong group of volunteers who work hard to inform the public of what is happening in our government today. (You could enumerate a few special accomplishments if you choose). 
I believe that we can continue to accomplish our mission as we contemplate our efforts for 2013 and look forward to 2014. Every one of us has offered our individual and unique talents to the accomplishment of our goals so each of us can celebrate the accomplishments we have made. I hope each of you will feel free to offer your own suggestions on how we can further our mission in the upcoming year in local and state efforts as well as nationwide. We need each and every one of you to offer your thoughts, ideas, and suggestions along with your unique skills and talents. We value each and every one of you and thank you for your contributions this past year. 

As we gather tonight we can bask in our successes and know that if there is an area where we didn’t quite meet our goals we at least gave it our best effort and will continue to give that effort until our goals are met. This evaluation also gives us a starting place for when we plan our activities for the upcoming year. 

Christmas is such a wonderful, magical time of year, don’t you agree? Regardless of what climate we live in once the Christmas season is upon us we begin to think of ways we can celebrate the joys of the season. We relish the times we will have with close friends, associates and family as well as remember past Christmas seasons. No matter what else we are facing the Christmas season seems to uplift our spirits. Hope surrounds us as we look for ways not only to give others a little bit of joy and to relax and relish a little bit of that joy for ourselves. The troubles of everyday life can be set aside, at least for awhile, so that we can celebrate this season. Whereas the normal decorations of everyday can begin to fade into the backdrop of the scenery of life, this changes at Christmas. Once the holiday season is upon us we begin to see bright lights and brilliant colors; special decorations that may be generations old are brought out and given a place of prominence. During this special time of year we can remember the special times and special people in our lives. 
As we enjoy this Christmas Tea let us remind ourselves of those special times and special people and gather hope and encouragement for the future. We envision great things for the future and by uniting together and encouraging one another as we do tonight we can infuse substance into that vision. 

Merry Christmas and a Joyous New Year to all of you here tonight!
