12921, Christopher Bodden – wedding 10 minutes
Good Evening Everyone,

Thank you all for being here today to share in the celebration of my brother Dion and his new bride. I know it means a lot to both of them to know that so many people wish them well. 

For those of you who don’t know me I am Christopher Bodden, Dion’s older brother and he asked me to say a few words today. It’s strange sometimes how sibling relationships change. When we were young we didn’t always get along with one another. There were times that our parents thought we were starting our own private war. Thankfully we matured and learned to appreciate one another, at least most of the time we appreciate one another now. But, despite those disagreements when we were young Dion and I are very close now. We share everything and when possible do everything together, whether it’s boating, fishing, traveling, socializing or just enjoying family time. With the holidays coming up my family and I are looking forward to spending time with Dion and his new bride and including her in our family festivities. I imagine she’ll have some of her own traditions to share with us too. 
My wife and two young children adore Dion. It’s a given that we invite him to our home for dinner on a regular basis and the kids are constantly asking about their uncle Dion. “When is he coming over Dad?” “Can we call Uncle Dion and tell him about such and such?” He’s so good with my kids that I know if he and his bride decide to have children he will make wonderful father. He is, after all, still a big kid himself in some ways. Of course so am I. We may have outgrown our childish disagreements but we didn’t forget how to just be kids and brothers.  All my friends look up to Dion and are always telling me that they do not see me with out him or him without me. Now that he’s getting married I’m sure similar things will be said about our wives. They have already become fast friends. 

I admire my brother so much for what he has accomplished in his life. Many people may not realize it but Dion has been dealing with a serious nerve disorder that causes chronic pain. His resilience and will to beat his illness has really impressed me and in a strange way inspired me so that I want to work to meet and overcome any challenges in my life half as well as he does with this challenge. I believe that everyone should admire him as I do, but then I guess I’m just a little bit prejudiced since I’m his big brother. 
One trait Dion has that is kind of double edged is that he is not the most patient person in the world. He doesn’t waste time with silly chit chat. Some might take this attribute as rude or impersonal but in reality he cares very much about the people around him and doesn’t want to waste a single moment with empty words and wasted effort. He wants to make every moment and every word count. He also has no patience with people who have large egos and spend their time promoting themselves. He is a humble and caring man who thinks of others before himself and refuses to allow his physical challenges to overcome him. With so many people in the world promoting themselves his simple caring attitude is a breath of fresh air. 
Dion’s bride, (her name), is a warm, thoughtful, charismatic and beautiful person who is loved by all who come in contact with her. Dion is lucky to have her. (I’m sure she could have probably done better but alas that is her choice. psych! Seriously, we already love our new sister and are thrilled to welcome her to the family. She has her own unique blend of personality traits that keep us hopping. I knew it would take someone very special to win my brother’s heart. He has dealt with many challenges in life even at his young age but he has dealt with them with strength and humility. For a long time we weren’t sure he would find a woman with the right combination of humility and strength to blend with Dion in order to make a fine marriage. But ever since we met _________, we knew that she was the one. She has just the right balance of fun and seriousness to blend with Dion’s personality. She knows when to tease him and when he needs her to be serious. She knows when to play or be silly and when to listen to what Dion has to say. Each of them seems to read the other’s needs and strive to meet that need. Not every couple has that connection so I am very glad to see it in Dion and _________.
I think that my brother and his wife are a perfect couple and I am happy and grateful that he has found happiness. If anyone deserves to live long and prosper both he and his new wife should be top of the list. I am confident that they will spend a lifetime together loving and laughing and working toward their chosen goals. 
Now would everyone join me in a toast to the Bride and Groom. Dion and _________
May today be the beginning of a long and happy life together

May you both always remember how much you love one another today

May you love each other more tomorrow than you do today

May your joys be many and your sorrows be few

May you prosper in all the ways that count, in love, in laughter and in joy

To Dion and __________

