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Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my firm belief that mothers should stay at home to raise their children rather than work outside the home to build a career. 

· Children are born to us, completely dependant upon us to teach them what they need to survive in this world. They need us to provide their necessities, their food, clothing and shelter. They couldn’t take care of those things on their own. Some would argue that a sitter or a nanny could do this while a mother works. And maybe that’s true for the short term. But, children need more than just someone to dress them, feed them and shelter them. They need to know consistency in their care. They need to know that Mom is there with them, not just some stranger do their duty. This is important for their development as a human being. 
· Another reason children need their mothers to stay at home is for their emotional well being. Mothers provide a special care to their children, an unconditional love that teaches children how to love. When a child grows up in a home filled with love they learn how to give and receive love in a way they could not learn from a stranger who comes and goes or from a day care where a few teachers care for many students. 

· Mothers who stay home have the opportunity to teach their children strong values regarding family relationships, responsibility and social skills. Mothers can do this in a number of different ways. They can teach actual lessons throughout their day. They can teach by example and they can teach by telling stories. Mothers are their children’s first teacher and have a unique opportunity to help form young minds and hearts into responsible adults. 
· On the negative side children who do not grow up without a stay at home mother may not only lose the close bond they have with their own mother but they could grow up with the exact opposite values. They may grow up without valuing close family relationships and without that unconditional mother love. Their behavior can begin to show this by trying to obtain attention in negative ways. They may do this by getting into trouble in school or by purposely breaking family rules. Sometimes negative attention is better to a child than no attention. When they grow up without with a mother who is rarely available they may not value a mother’s love and therefore not treat her with respect. 
The rearing of children is a great responsibility but it is also a wondrous experience that brings with it great reward. Children reared with the consistency of a mother’s love and teaching will be more likely to pass along the values she teaches to their children as well as take care of her when she becomes older. The value of a mother’s love is immeasurable and I believe it is imperative that mothers be allowed the opportunity to stay at home with their children and be able to love them and teach them as only she can do. 

Thank you
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