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Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen,

I want to welcome you to this gathering for the beginning of our new organization, Worldwide Somali Students and Professionals in Alberta. The mission of this new organization is to bring together Somali young people and Somali Professionals here in Canada so that the young people can learn from their predecessors how to learn a profession where they will excel and succeed so they can have a good life here in Canada. 

Most Somali young people in Canada are first generation young people. Our parents made great sacrifices by leaving their homeland of Somali because of the war there and coming to Canada so we could have better lives. They have worked two and three jobs and made more sacrifices here to give us a chance to live safe and thrive rather than live in fear of our lives every day. We are very grateful to our parents for all the sacrifices they have made and are making every day to help us to succeed. We are also grateful for the country of Canada for welcoming us to their country and giving us many opportunities to make better lives for ourselves and our families. We feel it is our obligation to do our best to make a good life for us and to open opportunities for those who come after us to show our gratitude for their sacrifices. 
Canada is a good, strong country. There are many opportunities available here and we want to take advantage of all those wonderful opportunities. One of those opportunities is the chance to receive a good education; that opportunity is not available everywhere. We believe it would not be wise for our young people to miss the opportunity so we want to help them know how to achieve that goal. 

My associate, Ahmed Hassan, and I are engineers and have many contacts with Somali professionals in many disciplines. In order for us to become engineers we had to work hard and earn an education to learn how to do the work our career requires. We know the value that having an education has brought to our lives and want to encourage other Somalis to take advantage of the opportunities available by earning an education. 

We believe the way for anyone to make a better life is through working hard and earning an education. An education brings with it many benefits both to us and to the country we have made our home, Canada. By earning a good education we can provide for ourselves and our families. We can contribute to the society around us by working in whatever discipline we study. By earning this education we not only make life better for ourselves now but also for the rest of our lives and for the lives of generations who come after us. Education is always a benefit. For when you earn an education you are contributing, you are no longer a burden to society. You are not just a refugee who had to flee your country to stay alive. Rather, you bring your skills, your talents and your success to the community where you live and you make life better for the whole community because of your success. 

What I, my associate, and our contacts want to do is to have two different types of events to introduce these educational opportunities to our young people. We want to develop a structure where we link aspiring young Somali students with Somali professionals who succeeded in their respective fields. We want to use these two events to connect them in ways where the professionals will inspire and motivate the students to pursue and achieve their goals in life through education.

The first event we envision is to invite a panel of Somali professional to discuss various topics with a question and answer session afterward so that the students get an idea of the opportunities available to them with the proper education. Coming from a war torn country to a new country where life is so different it is hard for these young people to see much of a future for themselves. All they see at first is that they must learn a new way of living and how hard their parents work to give them this new life. By seeing and hearing those of their own nationality who have succeeded and how they succeeded it will be inspiring for them and offer them much hope and give them ideas for how they might succeed in similar ways. 

The second event is a career advice night. We will have professionals in various fields set up tables where they will show them the work they do and offer information of the different career fields. Students can go to any or all of the tables to receive detailed information on the various career opportunities that can include what the work requires as far as skills and the day to day tasks of the job as well as the coursework and college degree required to be able to enter that career field. They can also talk freely with the professionals regarding the pros and cons of each field of interest to them. Lastly they can mingle and talk and share contact information with one another. 
We know from experience that having an education makes a huge difference in a person’s life. Regardless of where you live, those who have an education always have more opportunities available to them than those who do not. Having an education allows you to make choices in life. You are not relegated to doing just what someone else says you can do with your life. You are not limited to just one type of job or able to only have one type of life. When you have an education you learn about yourself, your skills, your talents and your limits. You learn that you can do much more than you may have thought possible and you learn that there are more opportunities out there than you probably thought possible. 
I have achieved much in my career as has my associate. Our dream is to bring these possibilities to our young people and show them that they can dream as they never thought possible. We want to offer them opportunities and we want to offer them encouragement. But, we can’t do it alone. We need others to join this organization with us to make this a worldwide effort. We want to reach our Somali young people and let them know that the opportunities are not bound by geographic lines. They don’t have to sever ties to their community but they also don’t have to remain bound in a small community in order to succeed. If they have larger dreams they can reach for them and succeed. 

I like to think of an education as the wings to our success. Without an education we are earthbound but with an education we can sprout wings and soar to success, if we are willing to put in the work that the dream requires. The purpose of our organization is to:

· Show our young people that dreams are possible
· Show them the many opportunities possible

· Share with them the value of an education

· Sponsor events where professionals and students can meet
· Connect them with professionals who can guide them in the pursuit of their dream

· Guide them into discovering their dream and obtaining the needed education to make that dream possible
My associate and I have a dream. We want to build this network and offer these opportunities to our young people. But, as I said, we cannot do this alone. We need others to partner with us to make this dream possible for our young people. This is not a one or two time event we are planning. We want this to be an ongoing opportunity for our young people so that there will always be a source for them to see what things are possible. We are a close knit society and we want this to continue. Who better to encourage and guide our young people than those who know them best? Who better than other Somalis who have succeeded to show them the way to success? It is our desire to make this dream a reality in 2014. We ask that you consider what we have presented and join with us to help our young people to reach for and obtain their dreams. 
Thank you,
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