13084, Michael Eskander –daughter’s wedding
(I'd like the speech to be up to 8 minutes no more with humor)
Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen,

My wife Olivia and I want to welcome you all here to share in the celebration of our daughter Lisa and her husband Terry’s wedding. We want to thank all of you for coming here to be with us on this joyous event. We know that many of you have traveled long distances to be with us today and we are thankful for your presence. I specifically want to thank Laure and Omar Rahmy for traveling from Canada and Lisa’s cousins Linda and Roger for traveling from Sydney, as well as special thanks for their father George Labib. I also want to thank all those who have put so much of themselves into the preparation for this very special day for our family.
Our Lisa is the youngest of our three children and a very special young woman. She is smart, hard working, dedicated, determined and is always willing to help those around her. She is also good looking, kind and thoughtful.  One of her best traits is that she is very organized. As an example not long ago I gave each of my children an "I love you Dad" book on Father’s Day in which they could share memories and tell me about good times that we shared and what they like or don’t like about me. Well, on Father’s Day I received my other presents but I only received this book from Lisa. The other two have their stories to share; they just didn’t put them in the book. Lisa, being the detailed and helpful person she, wrote down many stories for me to keep. 
Since I was asked by our family to write and give the wedding speech they have since asked me if it was ready yet. Since time was getting close I thought about who I could get to help me finish it and finish it on time. Of course I thought about my other children Alan and Pauline. Who better to know their sister and be able to help me to write a thoughtful speech for her wedding that included some funny stories about her? I emailed them, "Can you help with a couple of funny incidents with Lisa as a youngster or of late?" A few days later Alan said, “I am not good with remembering stories like that so Pauline should be able to offer more assistance.” Pauline replied, “Can’t think of anything, did Alan have any ideas? I’m sure Lisa would have done much more and promptly.” Both of these stories show that even though Lisa is the youngest both her siblings look to her for the details of family events. My wife and I firmly believe that Lisa’s wonderful qualities and upbringing will show through when she has children, which my wife and I hope will be very soon!

Family is very important to my daughter as it is to all of us. She has a very close relationship with her brother Alan. He is her favorite person in the world. The two of them love to exchange their different points of view. Their debates usually end up being lengthy exchanges of very different opinions with little or no agreement and she only takes on these debates with him. I think it’s because that is a special thing between the two of them, sort of like iron sharpening iron. They can’t get all sentimental with one another but they can share heated debates with one another as they couldn’t do with anyone else. 
Olivia and I want to express special thanks to Terry’s parents Nick and Vicki for raising such a kind, hard working and thoughtful son. Terry is a very fine man and we are convinced that we can depend upon him to take great care of our daughter. Lisa and Terry are perfect for each other. For one reason they share a love of travel, something our entire family loves. Some of our fondest memories are from our travels together. 
In 1988 we traveled as a family to Queensland for the 1988 Expo. We had a wonderful experience in the Orianna apartment we shared once on the Gold Coast.
The best trip I’ve ever been on was our trip to Greece to visit Terry’s family in Serras last summer. Terry’s family, his parents Nick and Vicki, his brother Vitano and his wife Tina, took such wonderful care of my entire family. This shows me that Terry will be a wonderful husband to our Lisa. Our experiences with Terry’s family also show us that our families share many of the same values and love many of the same things. We truly believe these two will make a perfect couple for their entire lives. 
Now I’d like to ask everyone to stand and join me in a toast to Lisa and Terry. 

(You can start here with your glass of milk raised proudly). 

Oh, I’m sorry Lisa. My apologies everyone. Lisa hates for me to drink milk at a wedding, especially hers. Here let me get a glass of something more appropriate for a toast at my daughter’s wedding. 

Lisa and Terry,

May your love grow stronger every day 

May you always remember the love you feel today

May you share many journeys both near and far

May you share a life filled with health and happiness

And may you always have time to share and time to spend with your children
