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Ladies and Gentlemen,

I want to welcome you all to this celebration of the wedding of my brother Danny and my best friend Sari. I am thrilled they are getting married for a couple of reasons. First, I’m glad he’s finally getting married. He’s two years older than me but I already have a wife and child. Sari is also a great friend of my wife. She is a Pediatric Nurse and she and my wife work at the same hospital. Unlike my wife, Sari has been one of my best friends since 6th grade and one day my wife decided they would be perfect for one another. Despite the fact that my brother’s personality is more on the introverted side and Sari’s is the opposite, after I took some time to think about it I agreed and we set them up. The rest, as they say, is history. It’s really funny but my brother and I were never close until Danny and Sari got together. Now he’s one of my best friends too. 

You know, for brothers, Danny and I have very little in common. If we didn’t tell you we were brothers you probably wouldn’t think of us as brothers. While I’m bald, my brother has a perfect head of hair. Look at that hair. He’ll never go bald. I am so jealous! He also has very olive skin and I’m really pale. He is also very handy and I am totally not. I wonder, Danny, are we really brothers? Of course we are. We’re just two different sides of the same coin. I have one set of family genes and you have the other. 
Danny really loves the outdoors, so much so that he both works and plays outdoors. For work he is a Tugboat Operator; for play he loves to surf, skateboard and golf (he’s good but he hates that I can beat him). As much as he loves his dog Sunny he hates slugs. He loves the outdoors so much he showers outdoors most of the year in his outdoor shower. I hope you’re ready for that Sari. Thankfully Sari also loves to be outside and loves to spend time at the beach. I think they’ll be fine. Don’t you agree?
With all of her loveable personality traits Sari does have some that are not so loveable. She really loves the word “like”. She works it into nearly every sentence. “Like yesterday was so miserable.” Or “Like, did you watch that show on tv last night? It was so, like, crazy.” We constantly tease her that she needs to get a dictionary so she can increase her vocabulary. Did you know that Sari use to live in Hawaii? If you don’t talk to her for a little bit and she will make sure you do know because she compares everything to her life in Hawaii. Can you believe that when we were kids we use to play dark tag in our friend Jackie’s basement? We played some strange games back then. I really hope they are able to work out their personal living habits because Sari is real clean freak!  

Believe it or not, even though Sari and I have been friends all our lives there were a couple of weeks in our lives that we absolutely hated one another. It was during Hurricane Sandy. Our homes were wrecked and we were all living together at my parents’ house. Boy, did she complain. She complained about everything. We couldn’t wait for it all to be over so we could go back home. 

Tonight I’ve told you a lot about Danny and 
Sari, their history and their traits. But, it takes more than having things in common to make a great marriage. It takes loving one another, but more than that it takes respecting one another. It takes putting the other person before yourself. I know that Danny and Sari love each other. I know that Danny and Sari respect each other. I know that they each put the other one before each other. I know this because I have witnessed it as they’ve gotten to know each other and as they’ve grown to love each other. Having a long, strong marriage requires sharing your hopes and dreams with each other. It also means you will create new hopes and dreams between the two of you as you live your lives together. 
Today you begin a new life together with all your individual hopes and dreams. Today you have already begun making those new hopes and dreams for the future. Some of those dreams will come true while others will not. As you travel your life you will celebrations and sorrows. But, the great part of being married is that you will face both the celebrations and the sorrows together. And because you face them together the celebrations will be richer and the sorrows will be easier to bear. 
Danny and Sari, you are my family and you are my best friends. We have shared so much of life together even before you met. Now that you are together we will share the future together as never before. Family and friends are the two most important things in this life, before careers, before causes and before everything in between. I am so glad that the two of you decided to be together forever. Your happiness will not only enrich your lives but the lives of all those you love, and that includes me and my family. 

I’d like to ask everyone to join me in a toast to the happy couple. 
Danny and Sari, 

May you always remember how you fell in love

May you always remember why you fell in love

May you love each other more tomorrow than you do today

May you each be stronger because you have each other

May your joy with one another increase as your love for one another increases

And may the trials of your life never overcome the joys of your life

And may your lives be richer because you chose to spend your lives together

To Danny and Sari!

