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Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen,

I want to welcome everyone who made a commitment to attend this graduation ceremony. Parents, family members, friends, mentors and especially our graduates, thank you for making the special effort to be here for this occasion. 
Tonight we are celebrating a very special high school graduation. Although graduation is always a wonderful thing to celebrate I believe this group of graduates deserves some special recognition. Each graduate here had some special, personal challenges to face in order to complete their high school graduation. Each graduate here made a life choice to meet those challenges head on and run their own private race until they completed it and crossed the finish line. 
Some of them are teen parents who dropped out of school and returned. Most are African American and many came from great poverty. Dropping out was one of the hardest things they ever did because it disrupted their entire lives. They fell out of sync with their peers and had to begin growing up very fast, whether they chose to or not. But, they did it. Returning to school after dropping out was the next hardest thing they did. After being out of school it takes a lot of discipline to make yourself go back on a schedule, to go to class every day whether you feel like it or not, and to do your homework and study whether you feel like it or not. 

Although you have parents and supporters sitting in the audience saying "you wouldn't have done it without me the real reason you have accomplished your graduation goal is YOU. YOU did it, you got here, you studied hard; you made the sacrifice to get up in the morning, take a bus and do this. It takes great determination and character to take this step and complete it and each one of our sixty graduates tonight have done just that. 

Nelson Mandela once said, “It always seems impossible until it’s done.” When you first considered returning to school the task ahead of you seemed impossible. I’m sure each and every one of you doubted whether you could finish or not. You considered all the possible road blocks and detours. But, here you are. You have studied hard and put your best foot forward and you have completed the task you set before yourselves to complete. 
I am so proud of each and every one of you. I have watched as you gave this your best effort and as you put forth that effort you grew as individuals, you matured as you could not have in any other situation. You didn’t finish school because you were forced to do so. You finished school because it was a goal you set for yourselves, regardless of the impact or pressure of anyone else. Completing a task such as this requires an inward determination to finish a goal that you have set. That determination must come from a personal desire, not just a requirement of others. 

Now, as you complete this phase of your lives I encourage each of you to consider what dreams or plans you may have for your future and begin to see them as strong possibilities and then go after those dreams. Now you know that just because something is hard doesn’t mean it can’t be done. It just means that it will take lots of dedication and hard work to accomplish it. I know that you have it in you. Discover your dreams and then find a way to follow your heart. 

Congratulations
