13359, Tony Coffield – welcome – 5 minutes
Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen,

I want to welcome each and every one of you to the 2014 Maryland Community Action Partnership Annual Partnership Conference. Today we celebrate 50 years of Community Action not only here in Maryland but across the United States. Each of the community action agencies represented here today have worked in their own geographic area and their area of expertise to bring help to people to improve their lives and move from poverty to self sufficiency. 
We begin this conference with a gubernatorial forum where our candidates will discuss their views on community development. You are all invited to attend so that you can familiarize yourself with the candidates, and their views and plans for the future. After the forum you can see from your conference literature we have some excellent educational sessions that include Early Childhood Education, Family Development, and Direct Services to aid those currently in poverty to improve their positions and their lives. 

In the decree that began this effort, former President Lyndon B. Johnson declared war on poverty in 1964 stating that, “the United States can only achieve its full economic and social potential as a nation if every individual has the opportunity to contribute to the full extent of his capabilities and participate in the working of our society.” The agencies represented here today have worked tirelessly to bring about the goals of that decree. 
We are all aware of the many and varied opportunities available to help those who are in less fortunate circumstances to overcome those circumstances to have a better life. Each of you has made a contribution in your specific agency and with your unique skills and talents. As we meet for this momentous event I encourage you all to participate fully in this conference and take what you learn back to your perspective agencies so that the ongoing work can progress and continue to aid those who have been trapped in poverty, sometimes for multiple generations. 

In the past 50 years we have accomplished much but in looking to your own agencies and to society in general you can also see that the war on poverty is not yet won. There are still great numbers of people in this great county of plenty that still live in the depths of poverty, not knowing how to rise above their circumstances. The programs we offer provide not only hope but a real means to help them escape from their circumstances. These programs need your hands, feet and hearts to further their efforts and continue help those who are less fortunate to improve their lives. 

These people don’t need or want a hand out. They need and want a hand up and these programs offer just that and your efforts are imperative to offer that hand up to them. You can be proud of the work you have done thus far but the work must continue and this conference will provide you with tools to take home so that your work can continue and increase. Thank you for coming and good luck to you in this historical educational event. 
