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GRADUATION SPEECH 

FOR 

G. O'BRIEN

Hello everyone!! To Principal ______________, all of the faculty, staff and students, and to all of the parents, family members, and friends here today, on behalf of my fellow graduates, we want to thank all of you for being here to celebrate this year's commencement exercises for the graduating class of 2014 at _____________ High School.   High school graduation is an exciting milestone in everyone's lives and we're no exception!! And as we have all gathered together to acknowledge this very important rite of passage, it's also a great opportunity to recognize and thank the people in our lives that made this day and accomplishment possible. Of course we thank the entire community of _____________High School for all of the support they have given us throughout our time here.  (If there are any teachers or staff in particular that you would like to acknowledge, do so here).  In particular we would like to offer special thanks to _________________ for ________________, Mr. ______________ for all the work he did with _______________, and ______________, who really ___________________.  

Although Meryl Streep is known as an incredible actress, she had some valuable words of wisdom to share when she said, “This is your time and it feels normal to you but really there is no normal.  There is only change, and resistance to it, and then more change.”  Today, our lives are about to change forever.  We are leaving the place where we found valuable lessons, essential skills, and lasting friendships, and for the first time in many years, we are going off in different directions to find our paths and destinies in life.  Although no day was the same during our high school careers, we are each about to make the leap into the future.  We will feel the changes, we may resist, but the one thing we know most surely is that our families and friends will be there for us to encourage us, challenge us, and support us as we try and resist the inevitable-adulthood.  Whether we are going off to college or on to new adventures in the job market, we are all going to be in new environments and circumstances.  More than ever, we will appreciate all that our parents have done for us.

For four years, high school was like home.  We were in our own cocoons preparing to emerge into the world as butterflies.  But the feeling of truly being home and the sense of security instilled in us by our parents are the precious reference points we will always have to keep with us, close to our hearts, as we travel further and further from our childhood memories and the places where each one of us began our journeys.  When we were younger we didn’t realize just how much our parents gave to us, how much they sacrificed so we could have what we needed, how much they had to stretch themselves to see to it that our lessons were learned, our play dates were kept, our transportation to and from special events was always handled.  Many of us have some really smart parents, but the great equalizer and test of parental devotion has always been revealed in the way parents can handle helping with homework-especially when we were learning the new math!!  (Or name another really complicated class you had to take that really challenged your parents and wait for the laugh).  The true test of devotion is to try and not break out in an all out fight with your mother and father as YOU try to teach THEM that geometry theory!!  Of course I’m joking, but it’s times like those that show us just how much our parents really love us and want us to succeed in life.  Yesterday’s math problems will be tomorrow’s college paper or bar exam, or medical school entrance exam, or problem to be solved at our new jobs, and it is a comfort to know our parents will do whatever they can to understand, support and encourage us.  Some parents might be stern.  Some might be shy.  Others might be super busy with their own work commitments, but they all have one thing in common whether they express their feelings or not.  I know they love us, they’re proud of us, and they have also earned these diplomas we received today!!

I want you to know that in front of all of you, I would like to say that I share my diploma with my parents.  Without their love, encouragement and support I would not be who I am today, and neither would any of you.  I dedicate this graduation to our families and I want my parents to know that they have inspired me to take their legacy of love, wisdom and humor with me wherever I may go.  As long as I have that legacy to guide me, I will be home.  Thank you Mom and Dad, and thanks to all of the parents that have always done your best for us.  We appreciate you more than you know.  Thank you all and congratulations!
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