13410, EFREN MIRANDA – Graduation – 5 minutes
Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen,

I want to welcome all of you to the 2014 convocation from the University Of New Mexico College Of Pharmacy. As a class we wish to thank all of our parents, our family members, our friends, our professors, and our preceptors for their support throughout our academic trajectory. It is only because of their unwavering support that we have been able to achieve academic success beyond our wildest dreams. 

Today we as a class stand here having completed our journey to complete our college degree.  We began this journey together in August 2010 with our orientation. That day when we received our white coats, signifying our entry into the pharmacy program, was a momentous event in our professional lives. We fully understood that this would prove to be the most difficult and arduous four years of our lives. During this time we all experienced successes and we all experienced failures both individually and as a class. But, we also stood together as a class and helped each other so that we all made it to graduation. Even with our personal stories of sacrifice and challenges we never lost focus for the goal before us.  Whenever we faced those challenges and failures we reached into our well of strong will and our desire to make a difference. Those attributes helped us dust off our knees after each failure and get back up to continue our journey.
We began this journey having some idea of the challenges before us as we embarked on a program as rigorous as pharmacy school. Despite our preparation we were still faced with unexpected challenges and struggles. Our success has been accomplished because we each determined in our hearts that we would focus on our goal and prize and would make whatever sacrifices were necessary to reach that goal and win the prize, our college degree. 

In a class as large as ours we discovered a wide range of personalities. Some were serious and studious while others were light hearted and easy going. Each of our personalities had their own strengths and weaknesses. But in spite of our differences we all shared one common trait. Each and every one of us was compassionate and empathetic toward the patients we served while students. Whether we screened for a multitude of diseases at health fairs, served on our rotations, worked at geriatric clinics or anywhere we were with patients we were all kind and we all genuinely desired to make a difference in the lives we served. Because of the experiences we had while students we will never lose that compassion and desire to make a difference once our title changes from student to doctor. 
What you may not know is that our profession is second only to nursing as the most trusted profession. In light of the trust given to us, we must be advocates for our profession by word of mouth and by our actions. It is my hope that we always remember this and make the effort to be kind and empathetic toward others. It is by the care we provide to our patients we can share with the world our capabilities as clinicians. I encourage each of my fellow classmates to raise our profession to a higher level and show the wealth of knowledge we possess. 
Today I wish to inspire each and every one of my classmates to continue to use our hard work and to position ourselves to make a difference in the lives of the patients we serve. We will leave a legacy as we serve in our chosen profession one way or another. I challenge you all to let your legacy be measured by the number of lives you touch in a positive light throughout our lifetime rather than the fancy cars and high salaries we may earn. Fellow graduates, we can be proud of everything we’ve accomplished in our four years of study to achieve our dream of becoming doctors of pharmacy. Today we have realized a dream that anyone could accomplish but that only a select few possess the determination and courage to accomplish. 
As we go forth today after receiving our diplomas I encourage my fellow classmates to remember that it is only through compassion and empathy that we can make a positive difference in the lives of the patients we will serve. We have the education and we have the clinical experience. Now let us go out and put that education and experience to use to serve the patients we encounter in a way that honors our profession and our patients. 
Thank you

