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Welcome, accomplishments and thank you’s

Every one of you graduates began this journey with expectations, dreams and ideas. Some of those you have experienced but there have also been unexpected challenges along the way. As you faced each of those challenges you have learned how to face unexpected challenges and how to deal with both success and failure with each experience. You have learned to flex your muscles, so to speak, with each challenge so that your ability to handle the unexpected has improved along the way. 

It would be nice to think that we can expect to reach some point in life where there will not be adversity or unexpected challenges but that is simply not realistic. Life is at its most basic, unexpected. Every day things change around us. People change, our jobs change, our communities change and society in general changes. Nothing remains static and that can be a good thing. If a river stops moving it becomes stagnant and so would we if we never learned new things or made any changes to our lives. 
Imagine a young couple starting out if you will. Their beginning is filled with hope and promise and they are so excited. Along the way they face things such as loss of loved ones, change or loss of jobs, but as they face each experience they learn to face the challenges together and become stronger for it. They may live for many years without strife or problems. But, then one day something totally unexpected happens. Maybe it is a job loss. Maybe they are required to make a big move across country away from everyone and everything they know. 
It could even be a wonderful surprise that will require them to do something they have always dreamed of doing but will require great sacrifice and great new challenges. That may cause them to be afraid. What will happen if they make the wrong decisions? What will happen if they fall flat on their face? How will they face it if they fail? How will they handle it if they experience greater success than they expected? I encourage you to take on each challenge whether it is a hurtful challenge or a wonderful challenge. Don’t be afraid to try new things. Don’t be afraid to face whatever life throws at you. 

You are up to whatever challenges life throws your way. You have studied hard and learned so much during your time in school. If you have to face a loss or a failure then you have the knowledge and experience that will help you face whatever comes your way. If you fail then you know how to pull yourself together and face it and move on. You have learned perseverance and know how to utilize that perseverance when called upon to face adversity. I have faith in you as do your families and teachers. 
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