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Good Afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen,

I’d like to welcome everyone to this year’s graduation celebration. Today we join together to celebrate the completion of four years of study by another conscientious group of students. I also want to extend thanks to our parents, teachers, friends and staff who have joined with us today as we give these students a send off into the next stage of their lives. They couldn’t have made it without your continued support. 

Students I’d like to offer you some sage advice to help you as you leave behind one season of your lives and begin a new season. For the last four years each of you has studied hard to learn new skills and meet the requirements necessary to step out into your adult lives. Some of your experiences were educational; some of your experiences were pure fun and games; some of your experiences presented great challenges to you and each of you faced these experiences in your own unique way. 
During the last four years you have each had your share of successes and your share of failures. Each of these experiences, whether success or failure, taught you some important lessons in life. You learned how to succeed gracefully and not gloat over those successes. You also learned how to fail gracefully and not fall apart over one little failure. More importantly you learned how to pick up the pieces after a failure try, try again until you finally succeeded. These lessons will help you in whatever situations you face for the rest of your lives. 

Today you stand on the threshold of your futures. Some of you have made detailed plans while others plan to play it by ear. Some will go on to college, some will go straight to work and others may take some time off to decide what they want to do. One thing that will serve you immensely throughout your lives will be to have an attitude of respect. Respect for what you may ask? You should have respect for your parents who worked so hard to bring you this far in life. You should have respect for those in leadership over you whether on the job or in school because they know the big picture, or at least they know more of it than you do and they can help you to succeed in life. 

You should also have respect for yourselves because you have worked hard to reach this point in life. No one handed you this diploma; you studied and worked to earn it. For this reason you should have a healthy self respect for yourselves and live your life accordingly. That means that your actions will be that of respectable people who will meet or exceed the expectations of the positions you will fill whether in school or work because you have developed something called character. Your character shines through in how you behave when no one is looking and I believe each of you has developed this kind of character. I am proud to know you as students and I am encouraged that each of you will succeed in whatever future you choose. 
Congratulations to each of you as you step out today into the next season of your lives. 
