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Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen,
I want to welcome everyone today/tonight to share in the celebration of our 2014 Eighth Grade Class graduation ceremony. Thank you parents, teachers, fellow students and pastors for being here to support our graduates celebrate this momentous event. Most of our graduates have attended this school since preschool so this graduation will be one they will remember their entire lives. Some may be blessed enough to go through high school with mostly this same group of fellow students. But, it is likely that they will meet some new students and will lose touch with some students. Despite that they have been enriched by the friendships they have shared through their time at this school. 

We all agree on the value of a quality Christian education. Even if at some point our students attend a non-Christian school or college, during their time at our school they have learned a solid educational and Biblical foundation that will support all their future learning. Moving through school together as our students have done they have developed two very important relationships. First, they have all made some life long friends who they will stay in contact with regardless of the direction in life they take. Second, they have developed some mentoring relationships with teachers and other leaders who will help to guide them as they grow and mature. 

I am very proud of our students. They have grown and matured a little bit more each year and I am certain they will continue on that path when they move up to high school in the fall. We know that every student faces challenges as they go through school and ours have not been the exception. But, our students have faced those challenges and overcome them with flying colors. In the lessons they have learned as they faced those challenges they have also learned how to face challenges and overcome them. That is a valuable lesson as they move onward and upward. Because of their success at this level of education they now have the confidence to face new challenges knowing they can overcome them as well. 
So, as we watch our students receive their diplomas and any awards they have won let us all support each student and let them know we are proud of each and every one of them and will praying for them as they continue on in their education and their lives. 

Students, tonight we congratulate you on a job well done and wish you well as you move up in the world. Know that our support and encouragement for you does not end with your graduation. We are here if you need us for advice, counsel and prayer. We are also here to celebrate with you for the future successes we know you will experience. 

The best advice I can offer you is to search for your passion and then go after it. For if you are fulfilling your passion then you are fulfilling your purpose. 
Good luck to all of you.

