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Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen,

I want to welcome you all to this very important occasion of the baptism of my youngest daughter Elena. This is a very special day for all of us. Elena and her sister Alexia, who is 4 years old, have brought much joy into our lives. The love and laughter from two such joyful and loving little girls has filled our lives to overflowing. 
On this occasion I want to thank God for blessing me not only with our daughters but with one very special lady. Her name is Alicia and she is my best friend, my soul mate and the mother of our two beautiful little girls. My Alicia is a wonderful mother. She has far surpassed all of my expectation and all of my dreams. 

Thank you Alicia for being in my life, for your support, for your kindness and for your love. 

Along with this I must thank Alicia’s mother Iziabella for her tremendous support and for making this evening such a success. More importantly I want to thank her for raising such a wonderful daughter. I am proud to know her and have her in my family.

I want to extend a very special thanks to my mother and father for being with us on this very special day. We are so blessed to still have them with us. Although they are both in their 70’s they still teach me wonderful lessons every day. 

They taught me how to be strong, how to push through no matter how tough life gets.

They taught me how to balance work and life in order to succeed. 

And, most importantly, they taught me by example how people should respect one another. Thank you Mom and Dad.
Another person I want to thank is my brother Dino. We had a fairly typical sibling relationship. 

On one hand he was always there for me and I couldn’t have achieved my goals without him. 

But on the other hand he’s your typical younger brother and knows how to push my buttons better than anyone. But, that’s what younger brothers are for, right?

A very special young person I’d like to thank is Gabriella who is Elena’s Godmother. She is 13 years old and will make a wonderful godmother for Elena because they will have a lifelong relationship and Gabriella will learn and then teach Elena the meaning of being a godmother. 

A wonderful opportunity for both of these very special girls. 

There are so many special people with us today. I cannot possibly name each of you individually but there are some that I want to thank specifically for their presence.
First of all I want to extend a very special thanks to some of our very special friends and relatives who have traveled long distances to celebrate with us tonight:

Nick and Fetima, who traveled from Alabama. Tom and Mary, who traveled from New York. And, last but not least, Soula and her daughter Vasoula who traveled from Naples, Florida. 

We appreciate you taking the time and effort to make such long trips to be with us tonight.

Two people who are with us tonight didn’t travel a long distance but did make a special effort to be with us are Dr. Dino Toulfas and Dr. Rachel Gronau who came all the way from Waukesha County, Wisconsin. This may not sound so far, only 50 miles or so, but it’s hard for anyone to convince Dr. Dino to travel very far from his job. Don’t worry Dr. Dino, your office can survive without you while you celebrate with us and we’re glad you chose to be here with us. 

There is one extra special person here with us tonight who I have to tell you a little about. 
Her name is _______ and she is my sister-in-law. She recently completed a year of treatments for breast cancer successfully. 

This experience has shown us all her great strength and courage. She has been our family’s foundation and has taught us how important it is for us to show each other how much we love one another. 
More than anything I want this very special lady to know just how beautiful she is and how much we appreciate her. Thank you, _____, for being so special and for being here with us tonight. 

My Godson Angelo is also with us tonight. He recently graduated from high school and will be heading off to college to pursue his dreams. Angelo I am so proud of you and I wish you great love and happiness along with your success. 
This is such a blessed and wonderful event tonight and I want to thank Father Angelo and the Greek Orthodox Church for baptizing our daughter. I also want to thank the Fhister Hotel for providing outstanding service and a terrific dinner, our DJ Dino for giving us a tremendous evening of music as well as the Helenic Dancers of Chicago.
Our hearts overflow with the blessing of family from our parents and siblings to our children. Special friends add to that blessing. Thank you all so much for sharing this wonderful event with us. Now would you all join me in a toast?
Elena, may you always be surrounded by the love and joy represented here tonight

May you grow up to fulfill your heart’s desires

And may you always bless others as you have been blessed

Thank you Everyone

