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Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen,

I’d like to welcome everyone to our 58th annual convention. We thank you all for coming her to Cleveland for this year’s convention. I’d also like to extend a special welcome to our national officers. Everyone in our chapter has worked faithfully to make this convention memorable. It is our hope that you will all enjoy this beautiful ballroom and the wonderful meal provided for us tonight. Our theme for this year is “Celebrating the Spirit of Love, Sisterhood and Community."
I’d like to make a special announcement tonight. We are installing a new chapter in Potomac. In Potomac just like in all our chapters we will work to increase our vision for the local community through volunteering in various local organizations such as CASA, Big Brothers and Big Sisters and volunteering in local school districts. We do all of these things to further our goal of encouraging sisterhood. 
The Drifters Inc. has a proud heritage that began in Waco Texas in 1954 and we continue to have a long-term commitment to the advocacy of children through our 34 chapters. Wherever we have chapters we are proud to do more than just be another volunteer organization. We strive in every way to be role models for young girls and women and to enhance the universal view of womanhood in our communities. 

Every day girls and women are presented with negative opinions and expectations about women from society. Recognizing how important it is for young girls to see positive role models and expectations it is our goal to aid in that. We do that by setting good examples but we also offer realistic help through scholarships and student loans so that young women have an opportunity to reach their educational and career goals. 
Our national theme states that we are "A group of dynamic women with charitable, civic, educational and social interest who have dedicated their talents to the enhancement of their chosen communities and the universal image of women." In each of our local chapters our members find numerous and sometimes unique ways to fulfill this theme. All of our members are indeed dynamic and seek to reach out to young girls, women and seniors to encourage them and let them know that we care and that it’s our desire to make their lives more fulfilling. 

I want to invite each of our members and guests to take the time to get to know new people and to reconnect with those they haven’t seen in some time. Share what you’re doing in your local chapters and please make sure you relax and enjoy your time. This is a time of celebration of all our accomplishments as an organization and plans for our future as well. 

We have much to do this evening and as you can see we welcome several national officers to our dais tonight as well as our very special guest Congresswoman __________ who will speak to us in just a few minutes. Thank you Congresswoman _________ for joining us tonight. Would everyone please join me and welcome our honored guest to our conference tonight.
Thank you,

