13593, Chris Gross – 5 Minute Ron Paul Speech
Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen,


Tonight I want to tell you about a man I greatly respect by the name of Ron Paul. Professionally, Mr. Paul has served in multiple careers and excelled in every one. After graduating from Gettysburg College and the Duke University of Medicine he served as an obstetrician, having delivered more than 4,000 babies, as well as serving as a captain and flight surgeon during the end of the Vietnam War and Cuban Missile Crisis. He has been involved in Congress for more than 20 years since 1976 having represented the 19th Congressional district of Galveston, South Houston and Brazoria County Texas for 10 terms.

Mr. Paul is no lightweight personally either. At 72 years old Mr. Paul was born in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania and grew up during the Great Depression. He wasn’t born to great wealth. He knows the common man’s struggles. During his military service he moved to Texas and currently resides in Lake Jackson, Texas. Mr. Paul is a man of strong belief and commitment. He is a Christian, was raised in Episcopalian and Lutheran churches and is currently a member of a Baptist church. He’s also a family man. He and his wife Carol have been married for 50 years and have 5 children and 18 grandchildren.


As a politician Mr. Paul is not in favor of increasing taxes or of many taxes. He has never voted to raise taxes and votes against a heavy inflation tax. He doesn’t support a federal income tax or any other tax that violates the United States Constitution. Instead he supports a low to non-existent “flat tax” instead of a “fair tax” although he has stated that a fair tax is far better than our current tax system offers. 

Not only has he never voted to raise congressional pay he hasn’t even signed up for the congressional pension plan. He’s also never taken any payment from lobbyists or allowed any special interest groups to affect the way he votes. In addition he returns a portion of his annual congressional office budget to the U.S. Treasury every year because he is concerned about depleting the U.S. dollar. 

Mr. Paul believes in this country and actively promotes it. "We have much goodness in this country; We SHOULD promote it, but never through the barrel of a gun. We should do it by setting good standards, motivating others, and having them emulate us. We can achieve MUCH more in peace than we can in war!" - Ron Paul

I believe Mr. Paul is the man we need at this time in our country. I trust him to carry out this socio-political experiment that may just be the very thing that saves this country from real threat as we enter this century. He has proven himself to be intelligent, competent and an honest man of his word as revealed by his record. Mr. Paul is a great supporter of our military and their service to our country. He understands their need and goal for a “mission accomplished” in any endeavor. I fully believe that he has the armed forces and the safety of the American people in his thoughts and prayers. Ronald Reagan once said this about Paul: "Ron Paul is one of the outstanding leaders fighting for a stronger national defense.”

He has said that some sense of stability has come to Iraq due to recent developments and that he wouldn’t doubt the good that has come from the lives saved the hope restored. Like every good leader Mr. Paul has a foundation of beliefs from which he leads. 

· He is a strong believer in private education and home-schooling. 

· He desires to see much reform in or gradual elimination of the FEDERAL Dept. of Education and other federal education agencies. 
· He generally disapproves of the tax-payer subsidized, FEDERAL Financial Aid system and how it's handled across the board. 
· He supports tax credits and benefits to middle to lower income families in order to pay for education. He did not encourage or allow any of his children to receive student loans through their educational career.
· He proposes a free market society with strict property rights, possible state regulations on auto/industry emissions, and research into areas such as alternative fuels to decrease pollution & the threat of 'Global Warming.' 
· Ron Paul votes to restore constitutional values in our nation and has consistently and principally voted against any legislation that threatens civil liberties and blurs constitutional lines.
All in all, Ron Paul is a man of strong values, a man of commitment and a man who stands in support of this great nation and I stand in support of Ron Paul.
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