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Good Afternoon,

Communication is the key to how people in a culture learn and grow as well as how they weather change. One hundred years ago, 1914 the means of communication were very different from today. Correspondence was done using the U.S. Mail with an average price of $.02 to $.03. Compare that with today’s price of $.46. The quality of service from then to now is open to personal opinion. Today people don’t use the mail service as much as they use e-mail and the internet. They can do this with public internet service or their own so the cost varies.

Another important means of communication is the telephone which has also undergone great changes in the last 100 years. Telephones were first invented in 1876 but by 1915 the technology was undergoing great change. The Bell Telephone Co. laid the first coast to coast telephone line in 1915. Phones began as large wall mounted public phones but the individual French handset was available in homes and businesses by the 1920’s. By the 1930’s AT&T had over 15 million phones in service. 
World War II brought a surge in customers and the need for installers. There were 30 million phones in service in 1948. From the beginning of the telephone until the late 20th century phones were hard wired into the home but later cordless handsets were invented allowing the user to walk around freely to talk. The original phones were black but colors and new designs like the princess phone were introduced in the 1960’s.
The first commercial mobile phones were put into service in St. Louis in 1946. Technology has continued to improve and today nearly everyone has a cellular phone while landlines are decreasing in number every year. It’s common to see people using their cell phone everywhere they go and even young children have advanced cell phones. 
Communication is a great way to discover how a society lived and died and technology continues to bring about improvements in our modern culture. 

Thank you
