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WEDDING SPEECH 
FOR 
JIM RICHARDS


Hello everyone and thank you all for joining us as we celebrate the wedding of our beautiful daughter Kevlyn to the handsome, sincere, and devoted Ryan Somers.  Lots of twists and turns, plotting and planning, laughs and discussions, and of course tons of love, excitement, and energy have finally gotten us to this day and as a proud and emotional father, although I may have some mixed emotions, we really know that we’re not losing a daughter, we’re gaining a terrific son.  

Yes, plotting and planning played an integral role in the events and intrigue that have led up to this day, and all I can say is fortunately, I’m an early riser!!!  You may be wondering what that has to do with anything so I’ll share a little back-story.  On February 26th of this year, I had a meeting with a young man I had known for quite some time.  We met at the Bay Cafe on Fisherman’s Terminal at 7 am.  He proceeded to tell me he was very much in love with my daughter and was fully prepared financially, emotionally, and in every conceivable way possible to share his life with her.  He was asking for my blessing and because I knew him and knew his character and sincerity and I knew he truly loved my daughter, I gave him my blessing for him to ask for her hand in marriage.  Unfortunately I couldn’t stay too long as I had a meeting at 7.45 two blocks away from Fisherman’s Terminal at the Starbuck’s at Dravus Street.  Waiting for me there was Ryan Somers and there was something he had to discuss with me.  Ryan told me he was very much in love with my daughter and was fully prepared financially, emotionally, and in every conceivable way possible to share his life with her.  I guess you can all imagine that at this point I was feeling very grateful…. that Seattle is considered by many to be the coffee capital of world…. What are the odds of this happening TWICE in ONE day… and BEFORE 8 AM???  Yes… more caffeine please (Wait for the laugh).  I had known Ryan for almost five years at that point.  I knew his character, his honesty, and his sincerity, and now I had confirmation of his love for my daughter and his determination!!  I naturally gave him my blessing.  Neither young man knew the other had planned the clandestine meeting…. only the coffee beans knew…. and before some of you gasp deeply and in shock, in the spirit of full disclosure, and to spare the paramedics, the first meeting was to give my blessing for my daughter, ________________.... let’s face it… Kevlyn only has TWO hands and they’re already rather busy!!  One ardent suitor is enough for her!!!  (Wait for the laugh).

Yes, in spite of being the object of only ONE proposal discussion that day, Kevlyn is quite popular and very busy!!  There are lots of adjectives that can be used to describe her:  beautiful, intelligent, loving, funny, energetic, dependable… but the one word that to me is the essence of Kevlyn is enthusiastic.  Ever since she was able to get up and stand on her own two feet, the joy she brings to every challenge is an inspiration and her amazing, wide-eyed, embrace of an opportunity is infectious.  Early on in their relationship, when I saw that Ryan completely understood and accepted this phenomenon let me know that he grasped her determination and we both had that silent bond with each other that said, “just buckle up and enjoy the ride…. Here we go again!!”  

It’s this amazing enthusiasm that makes Kevlyn so unique and her genuine appreciation of participating in even the simplest adventure has served her well. She’s distinguished herself in the classroom, in the swimming pool, and in life, and the more I got to know Ryan, the more I was able to see that they shared this very special bond.  (If you want to make a joke you can say)… once again, this may be the coffee capital of the world, but their enthusiasm really transcends caffeine!!!  It’s the real deal!! 

Susan and I first met Ryan at a going away party for one of Matt and Carol Brown’s daughters, our niece Stephanie.  We both felt even that early on that Ryan was a great person and Kevlyn seemed so happy to be spending time with him…. of course being a baseball player was icing on the cake!  Having him with our family has been a natural fit since the very beginning.  As we got to know him more and began to bump into his parents John and Beth at Seattle University baseball games, it was clear where his fine character came from.  Ryan is a natural leader on and off the field and as team Captain he set a fine example for the younger players.  We’re so proud of him for graduating Cum Laude and being in the first class to graduate from Seattle with an MBA.

Ryan’s enthusiasm, amazing attention to detail and demonstration of his love for our daughter was clear in every step of the proposal as well.  He had planned to ask for her hand on their fifth anniversary.  He secretly flew his parents in from New York.  Our “assignment” was to clandestinely meet them at the Cactus restaurant on Aiki Beach, Kelvyn’s favorite.  He carried out his mission to propose on the beach on their favorite spot (If you want to make a joke you can say) and I bet he even made preparations to protect his knees from those rocks as he got down on one knee!!  (And wait for the laugh).  His attention to detail didn’t top there…. he had also planned a party at Kevlyn’s apartment after the surprise dinner that was after the surprise proposal!! What a guy!!  But probably the sweetest and most wonderful thing these two have done was to choose to be married on my father’s birthday.  Grandpa ___________ would have been 92 today and I am positive he is smiling down with love and appreciation for being honored in this very sweet way.  We are all so thankful that Grandpa is a part of this wedding.  

It’s been said, “Daughters soften their daddy’s heart.”  I suppose you can just imagine that between (name your daughters) _____________________, _______________________, and Kevlyn, my heart is in competition with a bowl of pudding…. especially today. (Wait for the laugh).   (Turn to Kevlyn and Ryan and say) Honestly, I wouldn’t have it any other way. Susan and I … as well as everyone here… are so happy for the both of you.  The respect and love you have for one another is an inspiration and the energy and enthusiasm and passion for life that you share is infectious.  We are so happy to welcome the Somers family to ours and we are blessed to witness, before the eyes of God, with our hearts full of love, that our family has grown again.  Susan and I have another son and our daughters have a new brother.  We love you Ryan!!  Here’s to Ryan and Kevlyn Somers!!!  (If you want to make a joke about your other future? son-in-law you can say something like) and to ______________, we love you too, but let’s face it, Ryan’s got some really good son-in-law game!!  (And wait for the laugh). Thank you all!! 
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