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CHARITY EVENT SPEECH
FOR
JIM YANG


Good evening ladies and gentlemen!!  It’s always a pleasure to have the opportunity to get together with a powerful group of people that are united in a worthy cause.  Tonight is no exception.  Those of you that know me are aware of how much my participation means to me and to my family, and that’s why being acknowledged tonight, as Childhelp’s Honorary Member of the Year is so special. I want to thank all of you for this generous recognition and  (If there are any particular people from the organization that you would like to acknowledge, do it here)  I would also like to take the opportunity to thank ___________________, who has been so gracious with _______________, ________________ who always manages to ___________________, and of course _________________ for her ceaseless ability to _________________. The days and weeks leading up to these events are always filled with eager anticipation and I think tonight proves that practice makes perfect! Thanks to all of you who worked to make tonight so unique.  I would especially like to thank our terrific neighbors, Christen and David James and their family for having the foresight and compassion… for all involved… to introduce me to this wonderful program.  

I came to the US to pursue my college education when I was just nineteen years old. I fell in love with Southern California (If you want to make a joke you can say this with enthusiasm)…. after all… What’s NOT to love??? (And wait for the laugh). I decided to stay here in Orange County and make a life for myself.  This great country provided me with the opportunity to build a successful career, find the woman of my dreams, raise two incredible sons, and of course, to be “adopted” by Harley, the WONDERDOG.  (Wait for the laugh). I worked very hard to reach my goals and create this great life and I never lost sight of the fact that the United States is truly a land of opportunity.  I am always aware of how kind God has been to me and to my family.  I felt I wanted to do something-to participate in some way in which I would also make a difference in someone’s… or several people’s lives.  I began by writing checks… after all… every dollar counts when a community in crisis needs to benefit from outreach. I supported Chinese charities, Childhelp and others along the way, but I knew, deep down inside, that I was capable of more.  I knew there were other ways in which I could have a more personal association to those that really needed an element of human connection.  I also wanted my sons to participate and really appreciate all of the blessings we have in our lives, not the least of which is having the privilege to give back.  I searched and found that Childhelp had a wonderful solution, and that was the Special Friends Program.  It was through this program that I met Sean Tolliver, and all I can say is that HE has REALLY made a difference in my life and the lives of my family members.  To say that Sean has been a BIG presence in our lives is an understatement.  Expecting to meet a scrawny little kid, you can imagine my surprise when a strapping young man… 6’3” tall, 195 pounds appeared… I instantly had a “Sandra Bullock Bodyguard” moment and a vision that I had possibly found a diamond in the rough… a potential athletic superstar.  Sean was great at sports but his academics needed work.  I also had discovered that Sean’s parents had spilt up when he was very young.  His mother became an alcoholic and he barely knew his father.  It was clear he needed constant, positive, caring reinforcement.  Much to my gratification, I became Sean’s mentor and he became a regular at our home.  Although I emphasized the need for a quality education, we all loved it when he would come over, play ball with my kids, and cheer them on as they participated in their extracurricular basketball and football games.  My goal was for Sean to graduate from high school, get a job and continue his education at a city college.  I am proud to say that he did graduate from high school this year; he is now working at Sports Chalet, and is studying at Orange Coast Community College.  It’s been such a gratifying experience- obviously for Sean and definitely for me.  One of the highlights has been that my sons have seen what life is like for others and not just their circle of friends. They understand a little more of what it is like to see the world through someone else’s eyes.  They have learned so much through their connection to this Childhelp program while interacting with all of the kids at Joann House and they have really experienced the feeling that comes with giving back.  I am so proud of them when I hear that if there is a chance to make a difference, they are the first ones to volunteer.  That REALLY impacts their lives, the lives of those to whom they give back, and ultimately the world.  

Believe me, it isn’t as easy as I may have made it sound.  There are challenges in finding the means to forge a bond and to successfully and effectively enact the purpose of mentoring.  I must say that although I have experienced my share of adrenaline rushes through certain successes in the business world, there is nothing quite like the feeling of spending a great day bringing joy to someone who really needs to have a great day.  (I don’t want to say “less fortunate” or use any terms that might lessen the kids at Childhelp- what do you think?) And you know what?  That kind of giving really does give back.  Many of us spend the majority of our lives surrounded by privilege and success.  I have to say there is something very refreshing when one experiences the clarity of genuine humanity.  I cannot help but smile when I think of Sean’s smile…. and he also knows that if he needs someone to talk to, or to trust for advice, he has that too.  It’s those “smaller” things that we tend to take for granted that mean so much to others.   

Childhelp currently runs three houses with twenty-four hour full time care and guidance for at risk youth in this community.  These kids are supervised but sometimes they need to feel a little special.  They, as we all do, need to know that someone cares.  Believe me, I understand that being a Special Friend is a big commitment.  It takes time and attention and lots of personal investment. If it means anything to you, now that Sean is on his way to building a life for himself, I am seriously considering who my next Special Friend will be.  Although it would be incredible if you all joined me in this program (If you want to make a joke you can say) … After all I can only be Honorary Member of the year ONCE… that I know of!!  (And wait for the laugh)… there are many, MANY at risk kids who need our support …financial and otherwise.  Childhelp has been there for so many, but the work is far from done.  Think about all of the blessings you have in YOUR lives and think about these kids that really deserve a chance in this world.  Your generosity gives these kids a glimpse of hope for a brighter future.

Before I go, I want to acknowledge a few more people who have been there for ME.  They have endured my over achieving type A personality … (you can make a little joke) Okay-show of hands… how many can relate to THAT???  (Wait for the laugh) and they support my decisions and commitments more than I could have ever expected.  It is because of them that I am able to give back to those who need me.  To my wife __________________ and to my two incredible sons, _______________ and ________________ thank you for the human connection you have given to me.  Thank you for reinforcing my belief in God’s kindness and blessings, and thank you for being with me on this great ride … and Harley (is he still alive?.... I hope so!!) Thank you too!!  I love all of you.  You all show me what life really is all about!!  Thank you everyone!!
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