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Tonight, we’re celebrating the birthday of one of the “good ones.” Alan, it’s hard to believe you’ve been on this earth for SEVENTY YEARS!!! In the words of that Billy Crystal/Saturday Night Live character…. “You…. Look…. MARVELOUS!!!” What’s even harder to imagine would be what the heck the world was like BEFORE you!!! Let’s put it this way… in the early 50’s, gold traded at about $38 an ounce.  The median price for a home was around $18,000, and a Cadillac coupé would set someone back about $3400. Of course, you could have gotten an Edsel for about half that….but hindsight is 20/20!!! (Wait for the laugh). My point is that although we may have an appreciation of the comparative value of things from our current perspectives, you, my friend, remain priceless… 


Alan, I've known you for 40 years and we have each been available to one another 24/7/365 ....as is evidenced by our cherished, frequent exchanges… we’ve managed to check in and check on each other with at least one or two phone calls per day.  Whether we spoke for business or pleasure, to share crises or theories, you’ve consistently and thankfully been my go-to person… no matter what.  One perfect example of 24/7/365 is when my mother-in-law got sick while on a remote island off Costa Rica. We had to figure out how to airlift her to safety and medical attention from that remote location.  It was a chaotic, uncertain, scary time.  You were my go-to person, my first call at 2 am in the morning,  and you got the job done. You’re not only a great businessman and an astute observer of situations and solutions, you’ve also been a lifeline when many of us needed one. 

If we were to go to the dictionary and look up, “Alan Gleicher,” first of all, there would be a great picture of you…. and the definition would state, “Someone of noble character, a person to admire and to emulate.  In the Yiddish dictionary, the word for that would be Mensch.  I think we can all agree that the man we celebrate tonight is a Mensch among men. As we all know, Alan is very bright, extremely patient, positive, kind, and very sensitive… in the best ways possible, just to name a few of his other core attributes.

This man has enriched the lives of so many people, and whether it’s family or friend, business associate or neighbor, he has made a difference. When I think of Alan… which is clearly often and with admiration, I have to say that Nancy and I and our lives have felt the positive impact of Alan’s influence in so many ways.  Our association with Sanford Burnham is directly through Alan. Learning about, and participating in Backroads trips has given us thrilling memories, and most importantly forcing … I mean encouraging (Do you want to say that with emphasis, pause, and wait for the laugh?) us into playing golf has clearly changed our lives. When I think of the sport, I realize it’s a metaphor for life, and I recall the words of Arnold Palmer, who said, “Golf is deceptively simple and endlessly complicated; it satisfies the soul and frustrates the intellect. It is at the same time rewarding and maddening – and it is without a doubt the greatest game mankind has ever invented.” Alan, as I look back at our rare and wonderful friendship, knowing you has been the double eagle of my life. (If you want to add a little joke, you can say) … I’d even go so far as to say you’re that rarest of rare shots, the ALBATROSS, but somehow, that doesn’t sound too good…. (And wait for the laugh) 

You will always and forever be the Bush man to Nancy and me….  And you know exactly what that means.  Lastly…  and one of the more important things that you have taught me…  is to never end a conversation without saying “I love you.”  Well, Alan you are one of the best friends anyone could ever wish for, Happy Birthday and I love you buddy. Thank you!! 

