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ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT FUND RAISING SPEECH

FOR 

KIMBERLY SCRUTON

(Have a GREAT time giving this speech!  Stay upbeat, enthusiastic and lively!!!  Work that room and win them over with the woman’s touch!!!)

Hi Everyone!!!  I’m really excited to be here tonight and have the opportunity to speak to all of you.  Although most of you know me as the Women’s Tennis Coach for the past 3 years, I am honored to have been appointed co-Interim Athletic Director along with my colleague, Kevin Anderson.  And even though Kevin’s sport is baseball, I’d like to think of us in this dual capacity as the “Billie Jean King and Bobby Riggs” of the Shenandoah University Athletic Department!!!  (let everyone groan and then turn to Kevin and say) ….and I mean that in the BEST sense of the term.  We both have an opportunity to work together and demonstrate the best principles in “sports-person-ship” in our current positions: focus, determination, compassion and discipline.  And tonight, we’re going to bring the house down with the most successful fundraiser this school has seen!!!!

I want to especially thank our “fearless leader,” President Tracy Fitzsimmons, the entire athletic staff, coaches and all of the athletic boosters as well as my co-chair, Kevin, and a special thanks to  _______________ our most recent Athletic Director.  You all have done magnificent jobs and if it weren’t for YOUR dedication, we would not be as successful and inspired as we are.
I got to this point, as I am sure lots of you have, by giving more than 100% to everything I do, whether it’s as a tennis coach, co-Interim Athletic Director, wife, mother (of 2 great little boys), or active member of the University community.  I know it sounds like a lot, but I am here to encourage all of you to GIVE!!!  Give of your time, give of your knowledge, share your skills, and tonight……………WHIP OUT THE CASH!!!  I have learned that the more I give of myself, the more I make a difference in the lives of others, the more I get back in return, and I invite you to do the same.  Tonight is the PERFECT opportunity for all of you to experience this first hand, in the most basic sense of the action.  Tonight all you have to do is open your wallets and part with the plastic for a few seconds and GIVE whatever you can to support our wonderful athletic department.  All of the students involved in our programs participate with all of their hearts and their ability, and to be able to provide them with the funds to fully realize their athletic aspirations at Shenandoah will be the best gift you can give.  And think of the rewards for you!!!  We have some great prizes going up on the auction block, and don’t forget the raffle….$10,000.00!!!!  One size fits all!!!  And it comes in everyone’s favorite color, GREEN!!!  Tonight is a celebration where it will be easily shown that EVERYONE WINS, and that’s the best kind of sport!

Before the action begins, I want to take a moment and sincerely thank all of you for being here.  By being here and actively demonstrating your support of the University, your financial gestures, especially made in the current economic climate, make a tremendous difference in the lives of our students, and every single donation is greatly appreciated-even more than you know.  On behalf of all of the student population, I want to acknowledge all of you for attending tonight.  I have the unique opportunity of being both student and coach at this great institution, and so I am privileged to have a very “global” view of Shenandoah.  I love what I see and I hope to witness and participate in the realization of the growth I know this school can accomplish.

Thank you all for attending, now LET’S GET STARTED!!!

