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Akinci Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16400]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Dean Fevzi Akinci at the 88th birthday celebration of John C. Rangos, at Duquesne University’s Rangos School of Health Sciences.

PRESIDENT [NAME] . . . PROVOST [NAME] . . . LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . . RSHS FACULTY AND STAFF [ETC.] . . . FRIENDS, COLLEAGUES AND FAMILY MEMBERS . . . :

I FEEL BOTH TREMENDOUSLY PRIVILEGED AND DEEPLY HONORED TO BE A PART OF THIS AUSPICIOUS OCCASION, IN WHICH WE HONOR OUR SCHOOL’S PRINCIPAL BENEFACTOR, MR. JOHN G. RANGOS, SR.

NOW, I’VE BEEN DEAN OF THE RANGOS SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES FOR ONLY ABOUT A MONTH, BUT ALREADY I’VE COME TO APPRECIATE DEEPLY THE LEVEL OF COMPETENCE, PROFES-SIONALISM, AND EXCELLENCE THAT HAVE BECOME NOT JUST THE HALLMARKS, BUT INDEED THE TRADEMARKS, OF THIS REMARKABLE INSTITUTION.  OUR FACULTY HAVE WON INTERNATIONAL ACCLAIM IN BASIC AND CLINICAL RESEARCH, CLINICAL CARE, AND MEDICAL EDUCATION — AND RIGHTLY SO.  FOR OUR GRADUATES CONTINUE TO EXCEL IN THEIR RESPECTIVE PROFESSIONAL LICENSING EXAMS, AND ARE SUPERBLY WELL PREPARED TO ASSUME LEADERSHIP ROLES IN WHATEVER COMMUNITIES THEY END UP SERVING.

NOW THIS TRACK RECORD OF EXCELLENCE IS THE LEGACY OF THE THREE DEDICATED EDUCATORS WHO’VE SERVED BEFORE ME AS DEAN OF THE RANGOS SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES — DR. JEROME MARTIN, WHO WAS OUR FIRST DEAN AND REMAINS DEAN EMERITUS; DR. GREORY H. FRAZER, WHO FOLLOWED DR. FRAZER; AND FINALLY, DR. PAULA TUROC, FROM WHOM I’M HONORED TO TAKE THE REINS OF LEADERSHIP HERE.  YOU KNOW, ISAAC NEWTON ONCE SAID, IN ACKNOWLEGING HIS DEBT TO PAST THINKERS, THAT HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS WERE POSSIBLE ONLY BECAUSE, QUOTE, “I STOOD ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS.”  WELL, I FEEL EXACTLY THE SAME WAY.  IF I MAY USE A SPORTS ANALOGY, I FEEL VERY MUCH LIKE A HEAD FOOTBALL COACH WHO’S JUST TAKEN OVER A CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM!
AS I ASSUME LEADERSHIP OF THE RANGOS SCHOOL, MY PLAN IS SIMPLE, FOR I INTEND TO FOLLOW IN MY PREDECESSORS’ BRILLIANT FOOTSTEPS, BUILDING ON WHAT THEY’VE CREATED, AND ENHANCING EVEN FURTHER OUR SCHOOL’S REPUTATION AS ONE OF THE TOP HEALTH SCIENCES SCHOOLS NOT ONLY IN THIS COUNTRY, BUT IN THE WORLD.

I WILL CONTINUE TO ACTIVELY ENGAGE ALL OUR SCHOOL’S STAKEHOLDERS SO THAT WE TOGETHER MAY CONTINUE TO ACHIEVE THE HIGHLEST LEVELS OF TEACHING, RESEARCH, COMMUNITY OUTREACH, AND EVIDENCE-BASED HEALTHCARE.

I WANT TO CONTINUE BUILDING MISSION-CENTRIC, INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIPS WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES TO PROMOTE HEALTH EQUITY, ESPECIALLY IN LOCALES WHERE HEALTHCARE IS STILL A “LUXURY” WHICH TOO MANY PEOPLE SIMPLY CAN’T AFFORD.


AND FINALLY, I’D ALSO LIKE TO SEE US UNDERTAKE NEW AND INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO HEALTH SCIENCES REASEARCH AND HEALTH-SYSTEMS-MANAGEMENT IN SUCH KEY DISCIPLINES AS [NAME THEM].

BUT PERHAPS MY MOST IMPORTANT GOAL IS TO LISTEN.  I WANT TO GET INPUT FROM EVERYBODY.  I WANT TO PICK EVERYBODY’S BRAINS, FOR ALL OF US TOGETHER ARE WAY SMARTER THAN ANY ONE OF US IS ALONE.  NO NEWLY APPOINTED DEAN COULD POSSIBLY ASK FOR A MORE TALENTED, MORE ACCOMPLISHED, OR MORE DEDICATED TEAM THAN THE ONE I’VE NOW BEEN CALLED UPON TO LEAD.  I’D BE CRIMINALLY NEGLIGENCT IF I FAILED TO LEARN AS MUCH AS I POSSIBLY CAN FROM THEM.

[TURNING TO MR. RANGOS] IN CLOSING, I’D LIKE TO THANK YOU, MR. RANGOS, FOR ALL YOU’VE DONE FOR THE SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES, FOR ALL THE SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT YOU CONTINUE TO BESTOW UPON US, AND FOR YOUR CONTINUING DEDICATION TO EXCELLENCE IN ALL THINGS.  I MUST TELL YOU, SIR, THAT THE SCHOLARS AWARD YOU ENDOWED BACK IN 2015 HAS TRULY BEEN A GOD-SEND TO OUR STUDENT COMMUNITY, HELPING TO INSPIRE AND SMOOTH THE PATH FOR NEARLY TWO DOZEN STUDENTS WHO, WITHOUT YOUR SCHOLARS AWARD, MIGHT NEVER BEEN ABLE TO ACHIEVE A SUCCESSFUL CAREER IN HEALTH SCIENCES.

[bookmark: _GoBack]SO ON BEHALF OF THE ENTIRE FACULTY, STAFF, AND STUDY BODY OF THE RANGOS SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES, PLEASE ACCEPT MY SINCEREST THANKS AND DEEPEST APPRECIATION FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT TO OUR SCHOOL.  AND ON THIS GLORIOUS OCCASION OF YOUR EIGHTY-EIGHTH BIRTH-DAY, I WOULD LIKE TO WISH YOU [BIRTHDAY GREETINGS IN GREEK, THEN TRANSLATE IT FOR THE AUDIENCE].
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