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Welcome Everyone! We’re so glad you can join us to celebrate the 50th anniversary of my mom Celia and my dad Arnie. We hope you enjoy both the food and the fellowship tonight. 
My mom and dad have lived an amazing life. They moved to the United States despite having nothing here waiting for them. After they settled here Mom worked for many years collating paper at Commerce Clearing House until she could pass the bar so she could practice law in the United States. Dad worked at an auto parts store for years until he could find a job as a mechanical engineer. They worked hard but it was worth it to them.

 Mom and Dad have always loved each other but everything they did was for their kids and now their grandchildren. They sacrificed a lot to give their kids everything possible including that which was most important to them, a good college education. They worked hard and saved everything they had to send two boys to private school and then college. Both sons graduated from college debt free and successful on their own. They were determined that their children and grandchildren would have a better life. 
They didn’t just help their own children though. They helped many family members move to the United States.  Those that could not move here Mom and Dad helped in other ways.  Sometimes my parents sent things back home. Sometimes they set up care for relatives back home. Their life attitude is one of selflessness. They always think of others before themselves. 

I have to say that Mom and Dad set the example for us all in so many ways. They taught us the value and benefit of hard work and honest labor whether it was a blue collar job or a professional position. They taught us how to genuinely care for one another in the family and how to put others before ourselves by being a living example. They taught us how to make a marriage last by living it out day by day in front of us. 

Did Mom and Dad have their problems? Of course they did. No one can live together for 50 years and never have a disagreement. But they taught us by example that when you disagree you work it out; you don’t just walk away from each other and end the marriage. No one can raise a family and never face a trial. But they taught us that for a marriage to endure and a family to endure they stand together and work together to find a resolution to whatever trial you are facing. 

Mom and Dad have had such a wonderful life so far but today we are not just celebrating the past. We are also rejoicing at the wonderful future they will have together. They have plans for their future that include spending time with family, some travel and maybe even some new adventures. You can be assured they are not picking out their rocking chairs yet, unless it’s for those breaks in activity when they can relax together and enjoy a beautiful sunset. Join me now in wishing Celia and Arnie a very Happy 50th Anniversary!
