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Allen Speech/Rev.  [EZ Speech No. 16276]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mrs. Denise Allen at her son’s high school graduation.

YOU KNOW, EVERY MOTHER LOVES HER KIDS; IT’S JUST WHEN THOSE KIDS HAVE DEVELOPOMENTAL OR BEHAVIORAL PROBLEMS, THAT LOVE HURTS A LITTLE.

THAT’S WHY I’M SO VERY GRATEFUL TO HAVE FOUND A HIGH SCHOOL FOR MY SON, LYNDON, THAT GETS IT . . . THAT TRULY UNDERSTANDS THE CHALLENGES OF SPECIAL NEEDS KIDS AND OF THEIR PARENTS . . . AND A SCHOOL THAT BRINGS TO THE TASK OF EDUCATION AN UNBELIEVABLY RICH COMBINATION OF CREATIVITY, COMPETENCEY, AND COMPASSION.

SO IF I MAY, I’D JUST LIKE TO USE MY TIME HERE TODAY TO SAY “THANK YOU,” WITH THE DEEPEST GRATITUDE, FIRST OF ALL, TO MY UNBELIEVABLY SUPPORTIVE HUSBAND, [NAME], AND TO OUR OTHER WONDERFUL KIDS, [LIST THEIR FIRST NAMES], FOR ALWAYS BEING THERE . . . FOR HELPING, CARING, ENCOURAGING.
NEXT, I WANT WITH ALL MY HEART TO THANK THE ENTIRE FACULTY AND STAFF OF THE SEEM COLLABORATIVE, WHO HAVE DONE SO MUCH AND WORKED SO HARD TO HELP LYNDON GROW UP AND MATURE.  YOU’VE DONE A TERRIFIC JOB, EVERYONE — 
[POINTING AT YOUR SON] AS YOU CAN PLAINLY SEE! — AND I’M AS GRATEFUL TO YOU AS I AM PROUD OF LYNDON FOR ALL YOU’VE ACCOMPLISHED TOGETHER.

[bookmark: _GoBack]SO IN CLOSING, I’D BE REMISS IF I DIDN’T GIVE A VERY SPECIAL SHOUT-OUT OF THANKS AND APPRECIATION TO PAM MULVEY, LYNDON’S COUNSELOR (AND OFTENTIMES, MINE AS WELL!), WHOSE PATIENCE AND UNDERSTANDING HAVE MEANT THE WORLD TO LYNDON AND ME . . .

TO MAUREEN [LAST NAME], JO [LAST NAME], AND THE WHOLE ADMIN STAFF, WHO WERE ALWAYS THERE TO LISTEN, TO ENCOURAGE, TO FACILITATE, AND OF COURSE, TO CARE . . .

TO JESSE [LAST NAME], IN THE MATH DEPARTMENT, WHO WAS NOT ONLY LYDON’S MATH TEACHER BUT HIS INTELLECTUAL BUDDY, AS WELL, A RELATIONSHIP I’M SURE LYNDON’LL CHERISH FOREVER . . .

AND TO LEXI [LAST NAME], IN DRAMA; MEGAN [LAST NAME], IN THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT; AND LEE [LAST NAME]:  THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART FOR ALL THE WORK YOU’VE DONE WITH LYNDON OVER THE YEARS.  WE’RE BOTH MORE GRATEFUL THAN WORDS CAN SAY.

I ONLY WISH [SCIENCE TEACHER’S NAME] WERE WITH US TODAY FOR A SPECIAL SHOUT-OUT FROM US FOR THE INSPIRATIONAL RELATIONSHIP HE NURTURED WITH LYNDON UNTIL VIRTUALLY THE DAY HE DIED.

BUT TO ALL OF YOU WHO ARE HERE:  THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU.

[TO YOUR SON]  LYNDON, I’M SO VERY PROUD OF YOU, AND I’M SO VERY GRATEFUL THAT YOU ARE MY SON.

[IF YOU CAN DO IT:  MAKE THE SPLIT-FINGER “V” SIGN]

LIVE LONG AND PROSPER!

THANK YOU.



#  #  #
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