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Alridge Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16206]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Terrance Alridge at the 2017 Senior Celebration of the Academy for Success.

[INTRODUCTION – 4.5 MINS]
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . . FACULTY AND STAFF . . . DISTINGUISHED GUESTS . . . GRADUATING SENIORS AND PARENTS . . .

WELCOME TO THE SENIOR CEREMONY FOR THE 2017 GRADU-ATING CLASS OF THE ACADEMY FOR SUCCESS.  I FEEL ENORMOUSLY PRIVILEGED TO BE ABLE TO ADDRESS YOU THIS [MORNING/AFTERNOON/EVENING].  AS MOST OF YOU PROBABLY KNOW, I’VE BEEN PRINCIPLE HERE FOR JUST A LITTLE MORE THAN [NO.]  MONTHS NOW, AND I MUST TELL YOU, THE WELCOME I RECEIVED FROM THE FACULTY, THE STUDENT BODY, AND THE WONDERFUL COMMUNITY OF PARENTS WHO’VE ENTRUSTED THEIR CHILDREN’S EDUCATION TO US WAS TRULY HEART-WARMING.  I FEEL NOT ONLY PRIVILEGED TO BE STANDING HERE, BUT DEEPLY BLESSED AS WELL.

NOW, IT’S TRADITONAL FOR GRADUATION-DAY SPEAKERS TO COUCH THEIR REMARKS ALONG THE LINES OF “ADVICE-TO-THE GRADUATES-ON-HOW-TO-LIVE-A-GOOD-AND-PRODUCTIVE-LIFE.”  WELL, WHEN I WAS THINKING ABOUT EXACTLY WHAT GEMS OF WISDOM I OUGHT TO IMPART TO YOU SENIORS THIS [M/A/E], IT OCCURRED TO ME THAT — IF I COULD IDENTIFY ANY ONE, SINGLE KEY TO LIVING A GOOD LIFE — IT WOULD SIMPLY BE TO FOSTER AND NURTURE AND MANIFEST IN ALL THINGS AND IN ALL WAYS AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE.

[bookmark: _GoBack]NOT ONE OF US GETS THROUGH THIS LIFE ON OUR OWN.  THROUGHOUT OUR DAYS, WE’RE HELPED ALONG THE WAY BY OUR PARENTS, OUR TEACHERS, OUR CHURCH, OUR FRIENDS, AND BY THE MANY MENTORS WHO’VE GIVEN US GUIDANCE AND COUNSEL THROUGH THE YEARS.  WE CAN ACHIEVE LITTLE ON OUR OWN.  I DON’T CARE HOW SMART YOU ARE, OR CLEVER, OR DILIGENT, YOU’RE ALWAYS GOING TO NEED THE HELP AND SUPPORT OF OTHERS TO ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS IN LIFE.  AND FOR THIS, YOU’RE GOING TO “OWE” THEM.
AND HOW DO YOU REPAY THIS DEBT?  IT’S SIMPLE.  JUST SAY “THANK YOU” — OR BETTER YET, “THANK YOU; I’M VERY GRATEFUL.”  IT’S NOT GOOD ENOUGH SIMPLY TO FEEL GRATEFUL.  NO.  YOU’VE GOT TO EXPRESS THAT GRATITUDE OUT LOUD, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, YOU’VE GOT TO MEAN IT.  YOU’VE GOT TO MAKE SURE THAT ANYONE WHO HELPS YOU IN ANY WAY, LARGE OR SMALL, KNOWS THAT YOU SINCERELY APPRECIATE THEIR EFFORT OR THEIR HELP.  FROM THE CASHIER AT MCDONALD’S TO THE MATH TEACHER WHO TOOK THE EXTRA TIME TO EXPLAIN QUADRATIC EQUATIONS WHEN YOU JUST COULDN’T WRAP YOUR MIND AROUND THE SUBJECT, YOU NEED TO SAY “THANK YOU” FROM THE HEART.

NOW, I’M PRETTY SURE THAT, FOR MOST OF YOU, YOUR PARENTS ARE THE PEOPLE TO WHOM YOU OWE THE GREATEST DEBT OF GRATITUDE.  THINK OF ALL THE THINGS THEY’VE DONE FOR YOU.  THINK OF THE SACRIFICES THEY MIGHT HAVE HAD TO MAKE TO SEND YOU TO SUCH A WONDERFUL CENTER OF LEARNING AS THE ACADEMY FOR SUCCESS  THINK OF ALL THE LOVE AND CARE THEY’VE LAVISHED UPON YOU FROM THE MOMENT OF YOUR BIRTH TO THIS SPECIAL MOMENT IN TIME.  ARE YOU THINKING . . . ?  ARE YOU FEELING IT . . . ?  GOOD!  NOW I’D LIKE ALL YOU SENIORS IN THE AUDIENCE AND ALL THEIR PARENTS TO PLEASE STAND UP.

[AFTER THEY’VE DONE SO]  GOOD!  NOW SENIORS:  I WANT YOU TO HUG YOUR PARENTS AND TELL THEM “THANK YOU.”  [AS THEY DO SO]  AH . . . THAT’S  SO BEAUTIFUL!  YOU CAN SIT DOWN NOW, THANK YOU.

SO TO SUM UP, SENIORS, HERE’S MY ADVICE:  TAKE A SINCERE ATTITUDE OF GRATITUTE, COMBINE IT WITH THE GOLDEN RULE, AND YOU’VE GOT THE PERFECT FORMULA FOR LIVING A GOOD AND HAPPY AND SUCCESSFUL LIFE.

[MAKE YOUR INTRODUCTIONS HERE.]



[CLOSE – 1.5 MINS]
THANK YOU VERY MUCH, [NAME OF STUDENT SPEAKER], WHAT A TERRIFIC JOB!  BEFORE WE GET TO REALLY FUN PART OF THESE FESTIVITIES, I JUST WANT TO SAY TO ALL OF OUR GRADUATING SENIORS THAT I HOPE THE ACADEMY HAS GIVEN YOU THE TOOLS AND CONFIDENCE YOU’LL NEED TO SUCCEED IN WHATEVER PROFESSION OR CAREER YOU CHOOSE.  I HOPE WE’VE ENCOURAGED YOU TO ALWAYS SEEK TRUTH, TO BE LOYAL TO YOUR FRIENDS, AND TO BE GRATEFUL FOR ALL THAT’S GIVEN TO YOU.  WITH THESE TOOLS, AND WITH AN UNSHAKABLE FAITH IN YOURSELVES, I URGE YOU TO STUFF YOUR FACES SILLY AT THIS EVENING’S BANQUET . . . AND THEN GO OUT AND CHANGE THE WORLD!  AND ON THIS NOBLE MISSION, I WISH YOU ALL GOOD SAILING, AND GOD’S SPEED!

NOW, LET’S GO EAT!

#  #  #

















#  #  #
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WELCOME TO THE SENIOR CEREMONY FOR THE 2017 GRADU-
ATING CLASS OF THE ACADENY FOR SUCCESS. | FEEL
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BUT DEEPLY BLESSED AS WELL.




