Bar Mitzvah Candle Lighting Poem
By Mina R Raulston 2/19/12

Candle 1 – For Grandmothers who have passed away

Grandma Gayle and CaCa were both special people in my life and both are dearly missed

For Grandma Gayle, adventure was her middle name and treasure hunts were our game

Thank you for teaching me to life fully 

CaCa was my teacher, from playtime to serious time

She taught me to swing and taught me to love Judaism

But the most important thing CaCa taught me was to 

Never Give Up as she Never Gave Up

Thank you for your example as you fought PSP humbly and gracefully

Candle 2 – For Special Friends

Special friends and special names – how important they can be

Mr. and Mrs. Fitzgibbons are our special friends

My Hebrew name is my special name. 

Tuvia, which means goodness, is special because it comes from their son Tommy

May his memory be blessed as I carry on his name

Candle 3 – For Children of the Holocaust
A Bar or Bat Mitzvah is a defining event in the life of a Jewish boy or girl

But the children who perished in the Holocaust didn’t have this defining event
This candle is to honor those Jewish boys and girls. 

I would like to call ___________________ to light this candle in their place.

Candle 4 – Bar Mitzvah Preparation

The journey to become a Bar Mitzvah requires much preparation. 

Studying and practicing; practicing and studying

My Temple family kept me on track

Studying and practicing; practicing and studying

My Hebrew school friends kept me on track

I couldn’t have done this without them

Candle 5 – Teachers

Teachers play an important role in the life of a student

Whether it’s regular school work or special things like studying for the Bar Mitzvah.
This candle is to show appreciation for all my teachers at Washington Middle School – for all their smiles and all their encouragement. (Here you can list your specifics)
Candle 6 – Friends from school and Camp Laurelwood

Life is more than study time and learning; 

To truly live requires a balance of learning and fun
To all my friends from school and at Camp Laurelwood
Who could always be counted on to bring on the fun

Candle 7 – Grandparents who are still with me

Grandparents are to be loved and honored

As I love and give honor today to my grandparents, Ed and Linda De Francesco

Grandparents also shower grandchildren with love and honor

As my grandparents did when they supported me by coming to see all my theater productions

Candle 8 – Good friends - Patty and Ray D'Astous
Birthdays, theater, and annual trips to Disney, 

Patty and Ray D’Astous were always there for me

They supported me in my Bar Mitzvah

Gifting me with the Talit that I wore today

I will wear it with pride thinking of you both

Candle 9 – Cousins

Cousins can be so much fun

Weekend sleepovers

Special times with CaCa

Each one holds a special memory

James is so _________(something you like about him)

Julia is so ___________(something you like about her)

And Baby Dominic, the cutest 18 month old baby I know

Candle 10 – Aunts and Uncles
Every family member has their special place

Grandmothers and Grandfathers

Brothers, sisters, cousins
Aunts and Uncles too

Orit, Leslie, Jimmy

David, Kristen, April

Even Bobby
The holidays wouldn’t be the same without every one of you
Candle 11 – Extended Family

More and more family, what a wonderful gift

Time spent together

Playing cards and other games

Nancy, Rudy, Cathie

Eliot, Ann, Randy

And let’s not forget Susie and Keith

I’m so glad you were able to travel 

To be here with me today

Candle 12 – Immediate Family

After all this talk of family

Now we come to those closest of all

Mother and Dad

And even brother Dallas

Thank you for all your love, for all your support

In every way throughout the day

You have always been there for me

Candle 13 – Everyone Else

After listing all the people close to me

And all the people who made this day possible

It was not possible to list every single one

This candle is to thank everyone I could not list

Who supported me this morning

And now celebrate with me tonight

Ending Comments

Thank you all for coming. Your presence here today means so much to me. I will always remember your love and support. 
