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[I RECOMMEND THAT YOU BEGIN BY WALKING TO THE PODIUM AFTER YOUR INTRODUCTION, SCAN THE AUDIENCE PUPRPOSE-FULLY, AND THEN, AFTER SEVERAL MOMENTS OF SCANNING:]

SO WHAT’S NEXT?

WHERE DO YOU GO FROM HERE?

HOW YOU GONNA TRANSLATE THAT SHINY NEW SHEEPSKIN INTO A MAKING LIVING?  YOU’RE A BONA FIDE POLITICAL SCIENTIST NOW, SO WHAT EXACTLY DOES THAT MEAN?  WELL, I’LL TELL YOU WHAT IT MEANS:

IT MEANS THAT YOU’LL PROBABLY BE THE ONLY GREETER AT WALMART THAT ASKS FOR ELECTION DAY OFF.  [IF YOU’RE UP FOR IT, PANTOMIME A “RIM SHOT”]

IT MEANS THAT YOU HAVE THE ABILITY TO TRANSLATE POLICY DATA INTO SOMETHING SIMPLE ENOUGH THAT EVEN A CONGRESSMAN CAN UNDERSTAND.  [RIM SHOT]

YOU WHISPER INTO YOUR SIGNIFICANT OTHER’S EAR AT NIGHT THAT YOUR LOVE FOR HIM OR HER IS INDEPENDENT OF IRRELVANT ALTERNATIVES.  [RIM SHOT]

BUT SERIOUSLY, MY FRIENDS . . . WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO NOW AS A NEWLY-MINTED POLY-SCI MAJOR?  THERE ARE TONS OF ALTERNATIVES, OF COURSE, AND NOT ALL OF THEM ARE INVOLVED DIRECTLY WITH POLITICS.  AS YOU HEARD, FOR EXAMPLE, I MIGRATED FROM POLITICAL SCIENCE TO LITIGATION AND, NOW, TO TAX LAW IN THE COURSE OFA [NO.]-YEAR PROFESSIONAL CAREER.  NOW, OF COURSE, THERE’S NOT A WHOLE LOT OF TAX LAW THAT DOESN’T, IN THE END, HAVE PROFOUND POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OR IMPACTS.  AND I THINK ONE OF THE REASONS I’VE BEEN ABLE TO BE SO SUCCESSFUL IN THIS FIELD IS THE WONDERFUL EDUCATION I GOT HERE IN STONY BROOK’S POLY-SCI DEPARTMENT, PARTICULARLY THE GLOBAL, INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE I GOT ON THE WORK POLITICAL SCIENTISTS ARE ENGAGED IN TODAY.

IN THIS REGARD, I’D LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE IN PARTICULAR THE GENEROUS MENTORSHIP AND GUIDANCE PROVIDED TO ME BY [DOCTOR(?)] JEFF SEGAL, WHO [AT THE TIME] WAS MY CONSTITUTIONAL LAW PROFESSOR.  I DON’T KNOW IF YOU CAUGHT IT, BUT JEFF APPEARED ON THE CBS MORNING NEWS BACK IN JANUARY COMMENTING, IN HIS UNIQUELY TRENCHANT MANNER, ON PRESIDENT TRUMP’S NOMINATION OF NEIL GORSUCH TO THE SUPREME COURT.  I MUST SAY, HE DID STONY BROOK PROUD!

NOW, I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT MOST YOU GRADUATING POLI-SCI-ERS HAVE ALREADY THOUGHT DEEPLY ABOUT WHERE YOU’D LIKE TO GO FROM HERE.  SOME OF YOU MIGHT ALREADY HAVE AN ACTUAL JOB OFFER THAT PAYS AN ACTUAL SALARY.  SOME OF YOU MIGHT HAVE DECIDED TO PERSUE AN ADVANCED DEGREE, THUS STAVING OFF FOR ANOTHER TWO OR THREE OR FOUR YEARS THE NEED TO CONFRONT THE FUTURE.  BUT WHATEVER YOUR SITUTATION IS AT THIS MOMENT, I’D LIKE TO GIVE YOU JUST TWO PIECES OF ADVICE — THIS IS, AFTER ALL, WHAT THEY’RE PAYING ME THE BIG BUCKS FOR!.

MY FIRST PIECE OF ADVICE IS THAT, IF YOU WANT TO BE TRULY HAPPY IN LIFE, YOU’VE GOT TO FOLLOW YOUR BLISS.  SOMEONE ONCE SAID, “FIND SOMETHING YOU LOVE TO DO, AND YOU’LL NEVER WORK A DAY IN YOUR LIFE.”  I THINK THIS ABSOLUTELY TRUE.  BUT WHAT IF YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT YOUR “BLISS” IS?

NOW THAT’S A PROBLEM — AND TO TELL YOU THE TRUTH, IT’S AN ALL-TOO-COMMON ONE, AT THAT.  I CAN’T TELL YOU HOW MANY YOUNG PEOPLE I’VE MET OVER THE YEARS WHO — AFTER FOUR OR SIX OR EIGHT YEARS OF COLLEGE — STILL DON’T HAVE THE FOGGIEST IDEA OF WHAT THEY WANT TO DO WITH THEIR LIVES.  I FIND THIS AWFULLY SAD.  I THINK IT’S TRAGIC THAT THESE YOUNG PEOPLE HAVEN’T BEEN “TURNED ON” BY ANYTHING IN THEIR LIVES EXCEPT MAYBE VIDEO GAMES — NOT BY ANY SUBJECT, NOT BY ANY TEACHER, NOT BY ANY MINISTER OR GUIDANCE COUNSELOR OR MENTOR OR FRIEND — NOT EVEN BY THEIR PARENTS.  WHAT A SHAME!  AND IF THERE ARE ANY “CAN’T-DECIDERS” IN THE AUDIENCE HERE TODAY, I CAN ONLY HOPE AND PRAY THAT SOMEDAY SOON YOU’LL HAVE AN EXPERIENCE, OR READ A BOOK, OR SEE A FILM, OR MEET A FRIEND, OR DISCOVER A HOBBY THAT REALLY TURNS YOU ON, THAT GETS YOUR JUICES FLOWING AND MAKES YOU WANT TO GET UP EVERY MORNING WITH VIM IN YOUR VIGOR AND PEP IN YOUR STEP.  I DON’T KNOW WHAT ELSE I CAN TELL YOU, EXCEPT FOR MY SECOND AND LAST PIECE OF ADVICE, WHICH I ADDRESS TO EVERY ONE OF YOU GRADUATES HERE TODAY, AND THAT IS:  THERE ARE ALWAYS ALTERNATIVES!

WITH ONLY RARE EXCEPTIONS, YOU’RE NEVER LOCKED INTO ANYTHING — ANY CAREER, ANY LIFESTYLE, ANY GEOGRAPHY.  SOMETIMES, WHAT YOU THOUGHT WAS YOUR “BLISS” TURNS OUT TO BE NOT SO BLISSFUL.  OR PURSUING IT TURNS OUT TO BE A [HELLUVA/HECKOFA] LOT MORE DIFFICULT THAN YOU THOUGHT IT WOULD BE.  OR YOU GET INTRODUCED TO AN EXPERIENCE OR FIELD OF ENDEAVOR YOU’VE NEVER CONSIDERED BEFORE.  BUT THE UNIVERSAL AND CONSTANT TRUTH OF THIS WORLD IS THAT THINGS CHANGE.  EVERYTHING CHANGES, AND YOU’RE NOT IMMUNE.  AND THERE’S NOTHING WRONG WITH CHANGING YOUR MIND.  YES . . . MAKING A DRAMATIC MID-COURSE CORRECTION IN YOUR CAREER MIGHT INDEED CAUSE YOU SOME EMBARRASS-MENT IN CERTAIN QUARTERS, DEPENDING ON HOW VOCIFER-OUSLY YOU MIGHT HAVE CHAMPIONED YOUR INITIAL CAREER CHOICE.

BUT YOU CAN ALWAYS CHANGE DIRECTION, JUST AS I DID, AND FIND A NEW BLISS, A NEW PASSION.  I CAN TELL YOU FROM MY OWN EXPERIENCE:  IT’S NOT THE DESTINATION THAT’S MOST IMPORTANT; IT’S THE JOURNEY.  ENJOY THE RIDE.  PUT EVERY-THING YOU’VE GOT INTO EVERY JOB YOU TAKE.  YOU MIGHT CHANGE DESTINATIONS . . . YOU MIGHT SWITCH VEHICLES; BUT AS LONG AS YOU KNOW YOU’VE GIVEN 100% EACH TIME, YOU’LL HAVE NO REGRETS IF CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGE AND IMPEL YOU TO MAKE A NEW CAREER CHOICE.  FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT ONCE SAID THIS IN USHERING IN HIS NEW DEAL:  “IT IS COMMON SENSE TO TAKE [AN APPROACH] AND TRY IT.  IF IT FAILS, ADMIT IT FRANKLY AND TRY ANOTHER.  BUT ABOVE ALL, TRYING SOMETHING!”

YOU LEARNED A LOT MORE THAN POLITICAL SCIENCE HERE AT STONY BROOK, AND THAT COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION WILL STAND YOU IN GOOD STEAD AS YOU EXPLORE YOUR CAREER OPTIONS.  THINK DEEPLY AND CHOOSE WISELY.  FOLLOW YOUR BLISS AS LONG AND AS HARD AND AS DILIGENTLY AS YOU CAN, BUT REMEMBER THAT THERE ARE ALWAYS ALTERNATIVES.

THANK YOU.
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