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Campbell Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16465]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. James Campbell at the 150th anniversary of the founding of the Mount Pleasant United Methodist Church.

NEEDLESS TO SAY, OUR LITTLE CHURCH WASN’T IMMUNE TO THE PRIVATIONS AND CHALLENGES OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION.  IT IS, TO ME, A MIRACLE THAT WE SURVIVED AT ALL.  BUT SURVIVE WE DID, AND THROUGH FAITH AND STRENGTH AND DEDICATION, WE EVEN MADE PROGRESS.

UNDER THE INCREDIBLY CREATIVE LEADERSHIP OF [FIRST NAME] WILLIAMS, WHO SERVED AS PASTOR FROM [YEARS OF HIS TENURE].  AS IT IS SAID IN SCRIPTURE, “THE PEOPLE HAD A MIND TO WORK,” AND WORK THEY DID.  AND SO, DURING REVERAND WILLIAMS’ STEWARDSHIP, AND THAT OF HIS SUCCESSORS, A NUMBER OF IMPROVEMENTS WERE MADE BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE CHURCH.  A BEAUTIFICATION CLUB WAS FORMED, AND IT’S MEMBERS SET TO WORK ENHANCING THE BUILDING’S EXTERIOR AND GROUNDS.  SIDEWALKS WERE LAID IN FRONT OF THE CHURCH WHERE THE OLD PARSONAGE ONCE STOOD . . . ELECTRICAL FIXTURES WERE MODERNIZED THROUGHOUT THE BUILDING . . . AND THE HUGE STAINED-GLASS WINDOW BEHIND THE CHOIR STALL WAS REPLACED AFTER THE ORIGINAL WAS DESTROYED IN A VIOLENT STORM [NO.] YEARS EARLIER.

THE GOOD REVERAND WILLIAMS WAS ALSO DEEPLY INTERESTED IN CHILDREN AND IN THEIR JOURNEY TO GOD, SO HE ORGANIZED A JUNIOR CHURCH AND A YOUNG WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY.  BOTH ORGANIZATIONS WERE ENERGETICALLY ACTIVE THROUGHOUT HIS TENURE, AND IN THE YEARS FOLLOWING.

WHEN THE DEPRESSION HIT, OUR CHURCH WAS STRUGGLING WITH A MASSIVE DEBT THAT HADN’T BEEN PAID FOR SOME TIME.  BUT EVEN DESPITE THE HARDSHIPS OF THE ERA, THE CONGREGA-TION FINALLY MANAGED TO LIQUIDATE THE CHURCH’S INDEBTED-NESS BY [YEAR], A HAPPY, HAPPY DAY FOR EVERYONE, AND CERTAINLY THE CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT OF REVERAND WILLIAMS’ MINISTRY.

OVER THE FOLLOWING HALF-DOZEN YEARS, OUR CHURCH WAS BLESSED BY THE STWEARDSHIP OF THREE DEDICATED AND INNOVATIVE PASTORS, INCLUDING D. W. DEMPS, THOMAS HUGER, AND FERNON WELCH.  AMONG THE IMPROVEMENTS THAT WERE ACCOMPLISHED DURING THIS PERIOD, THE CONGREGATION WAS ABLE TO FUND CONSTRUCTION OF A DINING ROOM IN THE [LOCATION OF DINING ROOM].  BOTH THE INTERIOR AND THE EXTEIOR OF THE BUILDING WERE THOROUGHLY RENOVATED.  THE FIRST WATER FOUNTAIN WAS INSTALLED IN THE VESTIBULE, AND THE FIRST ELECTRONIC ORGAN WAS INSTALLED IN THE SANTUARY.  A NEW AREA FOR HOLY COMMUNION WAS CREATED.  THE CHURCH AS FINALLY ABLE TO PURCHASE A BUS IN [YEAR], WHICH WAS AN ABSOLUTE BOON TO OUR ELDERLY MEMBERS WHO OTHERWISE WOULD HAVE HAD A TOUGH TIME GETTING TO SERVICES.  AND ALL THIS DURING A PERIOD WHEN NOT A FEW MEMBERS SOMETIMES HAD TO WONDER WHERE THEIR NEXT MEAL WAS COMING FROM!

DURING THIS SAME PERIOD, THE CHURCH’S’ PLAY AREA WAS FENCED IN, A SECOND CHURCH CHOIR WAS ORGANIZED, AND NEW ROBES WERE PURCHASED FOR EVERYONE.

BY 1953, THE NEED FOR SOME MODERN OFFICE SPACE BECAME SORELY APPARENT, AND UNDER REVERAND [FIRST NAME] WEEKS’ INNOVATIVE LEADERSHIP, PART OF THE MAIN AUDITORIUM WAS PARTITIONED OFF AND REPURPOSED AS THE CHURCH’S ADMINIS-TRATIVE OFFICES, WHICH ARE STILL LOCATED THERE.

BUT PERHAPS THE MOST NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENT OF REVERAND WEEKS TENURE WAS HIS DOGMATIC COURAGE IN ADVOCATING FOR EQUAL RIGHTS.  IN [YEAR], THE ALACHUA COUNTRY SCHOOL BOARD SPONSORED A FREE DENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM FOR YOUNGSTERS IN THE COUNTY.  BUT IT WAS OPEN ONLY TO WHITE KIDS.  THIS DIDN’T SIT WELL WITH REVERAND WEEKS, AND SO WITH ALL THE POWERS OF PERSUASION HE WAS WELL-KNOWN FOR, HE WAS ABLE TO CONVINCE THE SCHOOL BOARD TO INCLUDE BLACK KIDS IN THE PROGRAM AS WELL.  REVERAND WEEKS’ COMMITMENT TO FAIRNESS AND COMMUNITY ACTIVISM HAS REMAINED A CORNERSTORE OF OUR CHURCH’S PHILOSOPHY RIGHT DOWN TO THE PRESENT DAY.
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