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Carmona Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16334]
____________________________________________________________
Toast by Mr. Kenneth Carmona at the wedding of his business partner, Steve Leidner.

YOU KNOW, STEVE, WHEN I WAS THINKING HOW TO TOAST A GUY WHO’S SOMEHOW LET 30 YEARS SLIP BY BETWEEN MARRIAGES, I WAS REMINDED OF THAT VINCE GILL SONG, WHEN LOVE FINDS YOU:

“AND WHEN YOU LEAST EXPECT IT, IT WILL FINALLY COME TRUE;
THERE'S NOTHING YOU CAN SAY WHEN LOVE FINDS YOU.”

WELL, MY FRIEND, IT TOOK A WHILE, BUT IT SURE LOOKS LIKE LOVE’S FOUND YOU ONCE AGAIN, AND I COULDN’T POSSIBLY BE HAPPIER FOR YOU.  PATTI IS A GORGEOUS AND ACCOMPLISHED WOMAN WHO APPEARS FOR SOME INEXPLICABLE REASON TO HAVE SOMEHOW FALLEN HOPELESSLY IN LOVE WITH YOU.  YOU’RE A VERY LUCKY MAN, STEVE.


[TO PATTI] OF COURSE, YOU’RE A PRETTY LUCKY WOMAN, TOO  PATTI.  STEVE’S A PRETTY GOOD CATCH IN HIS OWN RIGHT, WITH HIS DRIVE, HIS INTELLIGENCE, AND HIS OWN PECULIAR BRAND OF ROUGH-EDGED CABBIE CHARM.  AFTER 15 YEARS OF PARTNER-SHIP WITH STEVE, I CAN TELL YOU THAT HE IS ONE OF THE MOST HONEST, MOST PRINCIPLED, AND MOST GENUINE PEOPLE I’VE EVER KNOWN.  HE’S ALSO AMONG THE HARDEST-WORKNG MEN I KNOW.  A LOT TIMES, YOU’LL HEAR ABOUT PARTNERSHIPS BREAKING UP BECAUSE ONE OF THE PARTNERS CAME TO FEEL THAT THE OTHERS WEREN’T DOING THEIR SHARE.  WELL, THAT’S NEVER BEEN AN ISSUE BETWEEN STEVE AND ME — NOT FOR ONE, SINGLE SECOND OF THE TIME WE’VE WORKED TOGETHER.

IN FACT OUR PARTNERSHIP ONCE LED US INTO A MOST AMUSING INCIDENT.  STEVE AND I HAD WALKED INTO [NAME OF RESTAU-RANT], A REASONABLY SWANK BISTRO ON [NAME OF STREET] IN [NAME OF CITY, IF DIFFERENT FROM PRESENT VENUE], AND I CONTINUED IMMEDIATELY TO THE MEN’S ROOM TO ANSWER THE CALL OF NATURE.  THE MAITRE D’ ASKED STEVE IF HE’D LIKE A TABLE FOR TWO, AND STEVE REPLIED, “YES, BUT MY PARTNER’S IN THE BATHROOM AT THE MOMENT.”  TO WHICH THE MATRE D’ REPLIED, “OH, VERY WELL SIR; WHEN HE RETURNS, I’LL HAVE A NICE ROMANTIC TABLE FOR THE TWO OF YOU IN THE CORNER.”  [PAUSE FOR POSSIBLE LAUGH] WE EXPENSED DINNER, ANYHOW.

[bookmark: _GoBack]WELL . . . LET ME JUST END THIS LITTLE SPEECH WITH A HEARTFELT TOAST TO THE BRIDE AND GROOM.  [RAISE A GLASS TO THE NEWLYWEDS AND MOTION FOR THE AUDIENCE TO JOIN YOU]  TO STEVE AND PATTI:  MAY YOUR LOVE BE ADDED, AND NEVER BE SUBTRACTED.  MAY YOUR HOUSEHOLD BE FOREVER BLESSED WITH PEACE, AND MAY YOUR HEARTS NEVER BE DIVIDED.  MAY YOUR GRASS ALWAYS BE GREEN AND YOUR SKIES FOREVER BLUE.  AND MAY YOU LIVE AS LONG AS YOU WANT AND NEVER WANT FOR AS LONG AS YOU LIVE.

THANK YOU.


#  #  #
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