4





[bookmark: _GoBack]Crouch Speech   [No. 15984]
(Short Version)
____________________________________________________________
Speech by Miss. Karen Crouch on the subject of “Service.”

ALBERT SCHWEITZER, A FAMOUS DOCTOR, HUMANITARIAN, AND PHILOSOPHER, ONCE SAID THAT “THE ONLY ONES AMONG YOU WHO WILL TRULY BE HAPPY ARE THOSE WHO WILL HAVE SOUGHT, AND FOUND HOW, TO SERVE.”

FOR MY PART, I DIDN’T HAVE TO LOOK VERY FAR TO SEE LIVES OF SERVICE IN ACTION.

MY DAD IS AN EDUCATOR BY PROFESSION.  MY DAD’S A VERY, VERY SMART PERSON, AND I’M QUITE SURE THAT HE COULD HAVE EARNED A LOT MORE MONEY IF HE’D DECIDED TO GO INTO SOME KIND OF BUSINESS.

MY DAD SEES POTENTIAL IN EVERYONE OF HIS STUDENTS.  HE OFTEN SPENDS MUCH OF HIS OWN TIME HELPING THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS WHO HAVE DIFFICULTY LEARNING.  HE’S BEEN KNOWN TO BUY SCHOOL SUPPLIES OUT OF HIS OWN POCKET FOR KIDS WHO COULD NOT AFFORD THEM

IT’S BECAUSE OF THE DEDICATION OF TEACHERS LIKE MY DAD THAT WE HAVE DOCTORS, LAWYERS, ENGINEERS, AND SO ON. AND I USE THE WORD “DEDICATION” AND NOT “SACRIFICE” BE-CAUSE, TO MY DAD, TEACHING IS WHAT HE LOVES TO DO MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE IN THE WORLD; AND AS SOMEONE ONCE SAID:  “DO SOMETHING YOU LOVE, AND YOU’LL NEVER WORK A DAY IN YOUR LIFE.”

MY MOM IS A TRIAL JUDGE BY PROFESSION.  HERS, TOO, IS A LIFE DEDICATED TO SERVICE.  SHE SERVES THE COMMUNITY BY HELPING MAKE THE LEGAL SYSTEM WORK FOR EVERYONE

SHE TEACHES OTHERS ABOUT HOW THE LEGAL SYSTEM WORKS.  SHE TRIES WHENEVER SHE CAN TO GIVE THOSE WHO APPEAR BEFORE HER A SECOND CHANCE AT TURNING THEIR LIVES AROUND.

SHE HELPS PEOPLE WITH ADDICTIONS FIND HELP AND COUNSELING.

SHE HELPS GET KIDS OUT OF DANGEROUS OR NEGLECTFUL HOMES.

SHE HELPS FAMILIES FIND COMMUNITY RESOURCES THAT HELP THEM NTS WITH THINGS LIKE FOOD, SHELTER, TRANSPORTATION, AND SO ON.

LIKE MY DAD, MOM COULD MAKE A LOT MORE MONEY HAD SHE CHOSEN TO GO INTO PRIVATE PRACTICE.  BUT SHE ENJOYS THE PUBLIC SERVICE OF MAKING OUR COMMUNITY A SAFER AND BETTER PLACE TO LIVE.

WATCHING MY PARENTS AND OTHERS WHO SERVE, I REALIZE THAT THE GOODNESS OF THE WORLD IS MADE BY MANY PEOPLE MAKING MANY SMALL CONTRIBUTIONS.  I REALIZED THAT SERVICE IS OFTEN A SMALL AND QUIET THING.

AND I THINK THAT EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US CAN BE GREAT BECAUSE EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US CAN LEAD A LIFE A SERVICE TO OTHERS. 
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