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____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. Andrew Cruz at the commencement of the 2016 graduating class at [name of high school].


ESTEEMED ADMINISTRATORS . . . TEACHERS . . . ALL YOU WONDERFUL PARENTS AND FAMILIES:  I FEEL IT  A GREAT HONOR AND TERRIFIC PRIVILEGE TO HAVE THIS CHANCE TO ADDRESS YOU TODAY: THE GRADUATING CLASS OF 2016!

IT’S OFTEN BEEN SAID THAT GRADUATION IS THE END OF ONE CHAPTER OF YOUR LIFE, AND THE BEGINNING OF ANOTHER, SO I THINK IT’S ENTIRELY FITTING AND PROPER THAT WE RECOGNIZE AND CELEBRATE WHAT YOU ALL HAVE ACCOMPLISHED HERE IN THE LAST FOUR YEARS.  I HOPE YOU FEEL THAT YOUR EDUCATION’S BEEN A GREAT RIDE SO FAR, AND THAT YOU’RE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE NEXT CHAPTER OF YOUR LIFE — HOWEVER YOU PLAN TO WRITE IT — WITH JOY, ENTHUSIASM AND, I HOPE, SOME MEASURE OF GRATITUDE FOR THE EDUCATION YOU’VE RECEIVED HERE AT [FIRST NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL].  FOR MY OWN PART, I’M TREMENDOUSLY GRATEFUL FOR BEING GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE TRANSFORMED BY THE MANY WONDERFUL EXPERIENCES I HAVE HAD AS PRESIDENT OF [FIRST NAME OF SCHOOL]’S BOARD, WORKING WITH SUCH A GIFTED STAFF OF BRILLIANT TEACHERS AND DEDICATED ADMNISTRATORS.




WHEN I BECAME AWARE THAT ONE OF MY DUTIES AS BOARD PRESIDENT WOULD BE TO GIVE A BRIEF COMMENSEMENT ADDRESS HERE THIS [MORNING/AFTERNOON/EVENING],  I WAS BOTH GLADDENED AND A LITLE APPREHENSIVE.  I’M NOT THE BEST PUBLIC SPEAKER IN THE WORLD —  AS I’VE BEEN TOLD MANY TIMES —  BUT I FIGURED I’D HAVE PLENTY OF TIME TO PREPARE AND PONDER WHAT I WOULD SAY TO YOU.  AND AFTER MUCH COGITATION AND CONTEMPLATION, I DECIDED TO BEGIN BY TELLING YOU ABOUT THE POLAROID CAMERA.  YES . . . A CAMERA!

NOW I KNOW THAT PROBABLY NONE OF YOU YOUNGSTERS HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT I’M TALKING ABOUT, BUT A LOT OF YOUR PARENTS WILL.    THE POLAROID WAS ONE OF THE VERY FIRST CAMERAS TO BE MARKETED AS AN “INSTANT CAMERA;” BUT IN REALITY, IT WASN’T INSTANT AT ALL.  BECAUSE OF HOW THE CAMERA WAS DESIGNED, THERE WAS AN UNAVOIDABLE “WAIT” TIME OF SEVERAL MOMENTS BEFORE THE CHEMICALS IMBEDED IN THE FILM REACTED AND THE FINAL IMAGE EMERGED.   SOME PEOPLE THOUGHT THAT WAVING THE FILMSTRIP AROUND IN THE AIR WOULD SPEED UP THE PROCESS, BUT OF COURSE IT DIDN’T:  THAT FINAL IMAGE EMERGED IN EXACTLY THE AMOUNT TIME IT WAS SUPPOSED TO.  WHEN THE CHEMICALS HAD FINALLY WORKED THEIR MAGIC, THE FINAL IMAGE POPPED OUT, CRYSTAL CLEAR.





SO DESPITE ALL THE ADVERTISEMENTS AND ALL THE HYPE, THE POLAROID CAMERA WAS IN FACT ANYTHING BUT “INSTANT.”  FOR MOST OF YOU KIDS, HOWEVER, “INSTANT” IS AN EVERYDAY THING.  YOU GREW UP IN “AN AGE OF THE INSTANT” — THE AGE OF THE INTERNET AND SMART PHONES AND ALL KINDS OF GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES THAT CAN PUT INFORMATION A AT YOUR FINGERTIPS WITH A TAP ON A TOUCHSCREEN OR A CLICK OF A COMPUTER MOUSE.  FOR MOST OF YOU, “INSTANT” ISN’T JUST A CONVENIENCE . . . IT’S AN EXPECTATION!

WELL . . . I’M NOT SO SURE THAT “INSTANT” IS ALWAYS SUCH A GOOD THING, FRANKLY.  IN MANY, MANY SITUATIONS IN LIFE, I THINK YOU’RE GONNA FIND THAT A  “WAITING PERIOD” WOULD BE A VERY GOOD THING.  IT GIVES US TIME TO THINK ABOUT WHAT WE WANT TO SAY, HOW WE WANT TO REACT, WHAT THE BEST COURSE OF ACTION MIGHT BE IN ANY GIVEN SITUATION.

BACK IN THE DAY, Y’KNOW, WHEN ALL THERE WAS WAS THE U.S. POST OFFICE, YOU COULDN’T GET A WRITTEN ANSWER TO A QUESTION OR A WRITTTEN REPLY TO A PROPOSAL IN ANYTHING LESS THAN TWO DAYS, EVEN IF YOUR CORRRESPONDENT WAS LOCATED JUST ACROSS TOWN!  BUT TODAY — WITH EMAILS AND INSTANT MESSAGING AND TWITTER AND SNAPCHAT AND FACEBOOK, AND ALL THE REST — THERE IS NO WAITING PERIOD. TODAY,





COMMUNICATION IS VIRTUALLY INSTANTANEOUS, AND ONE OF THE PROBLEMS WITH THIS, I THINK, IS THAT THE “AGE OF THE INSTANT” HAS ALSO SPELLED THE DEATH OF CONTEMPLATION.

I THINK THIS IS REALLY A TRAGEDY, BECAUSE IN THE END, CONTEMPLATION IS THE CORNERSTONE OF REASON.  SO THAT’S WHY I VERY MUCH HOPE THAT YOUR EDUCATION HERE AT [NAME OF SCHOOL] WILL — IF NOTHING ELSE — HAVE TAUGHT YOU THE VALUE OF CONTEMPLATION . . . OF THINKING THINGS THROUGH FROM ALL ANGLES . . . OF THINKING DEEPLY ABOUT THE CHOICES YOU WILL CONFRONT IN THE YEARS TO COME, AND ABOUT THE KIND OF PERSON AND SPOUSE AND PARENT YOU MIGHT SOMEDAY WANT TO BE.

I WANT YOU TO CONTEMPLATE ALL THESE THINGS . . . BUT FIRST AND FOREMOST, I WANT YOU ALWAYS TO BE YOURSELF AND THINK FOR YOURSELF.  BE YOUR OWN PERSON.  DON’T BE SO QUICK TO BUY INTO THE “GROUP THINK” THAT THE AGE OF THE INTERNET — WITH ALL ITS WEBSITES AND FORUMS AND CHATROOMS AND ONLINE BULLETIN BOARDS AND SO ON — HAS SO INSIDEOUSLY FOSTERED.

UNDERSTAND THAT THE PERSON WHO HAS THE MOST CONTROL OF WHAT HAPPENS TO YOU IN LIFE IS YOU.   NO ONE — NOT EVEN YOUR PARTENTS — 





WAS PUT ON THIS EARTH TO  THINK FOR YOU, TO DECIDE FOR YOU.  TO SAY WHAT’S BEST FOR YOU.  AS THE GREAT AMERICAN POET AND WRITER, RALPH WALDO EMERSON, ONCE SAID, QUOTE “TO BE YOURSELF IN A WORLD THAT IS CONSTANTLY TRYING TO MAKE YOU SOMETHING ELSE, IS THE GREATEST ACCOMPLISHMENT.”

SO IT IS MY PRAYER FOR YOU, AND MY FERVENT HOPE THIS [MORNING/ AFTERNOON/EVENING], THAT THE EDUCATION YOU’VE RECEIVED HERE AT [NAME OF SCHOOL] WILL THE OPEN DOORS OF PROSPERITY FOR EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU.  AND IN CLOSING, I WOULD ONLY IMPLORE YOU:  DON’T STOP QUESTIONING THINGS . . . DON’T STOP EXAMINING THINGS . . . STAY CURIOUS, AND STRIVE ALWAYS TO PUT YOUR EDUCATION, ENERGY, AND ENTHUSIASM TO USE IN MAKING THIS A BETTER WORLD FOR GENERATIONS TO COME, AND IN MAKING A BETTER AND EVEN MORE BLESSED AMERICA.  AS HORACE MANN SAID TO THE FIRST GRADUATING CLASS OF THE COLLEGE HE FOUNDED IN OHIO:  “BE ASHAMED TO DIE UNTIL YOU HAVE WON SOME VICTORY FOR MANKIND.”

THANK YOU.
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