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Remarks by Mr. Dave Davis in support of the candidacy of Albert Bryan, Jr., for the office of Governor of the U.S. Virgin Islands.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . . FELLOW VIRGIN ISLANDERS:

IT IS BOTH A PRIVILEGE AND A PLEASURE FOR ME TO ADDRESS YOU THIS [MORNING/AFTERNOON/EVENING] AND I HAVE BUT A SINGLE PURPOSE IN IMPOSING UPON YOUR TIME TODAY.  AND THAT PURPOSE IS TO TELL YOU, IN THE PLAINEST LANGUAGE I CAN,  WHY I BELIEVE THAT ALBERT BRYAN, JR., IS — WITHOUT  ANY QUESTION OR DOUBT — THE VERY BEST AND MOST QUALIFIED  MAN TO SERVE AS THE NEXT GOVERNOR OF THE U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS.

SO WITHOUT FURTHER ADO, AND WITH THANKS AND A TIP OF THE HAT TO THE WRITERS OF THE OLD DAVID LETTERMAN SHOW, LET ME PRESENT FOR YOU MY TOP-TEN LIST OF WHY YOU SHOULD VOTE FOR MY FRIEND, ALBERT BRYAN, JR., FOR GOVERNOR.

NUMBER ONE:  ALBERT BRYAN IS ONE OF THE MOST HONEST AND ETHICAL PEOPLE I’VE EVER KNOWN.  HIS INTEGRITY IS UNQUES-TIONED, AND HIS TRACK RECORD IN THE MANY PUBLIC AND PRIVATE POSTS HE’S HELD IS UNBLEMISHED.

NUMBER TWO:  ALBERT BRYAN, JR., HAS DEEP AND ABIDING LOVE FOR THE PLACE OF HIS BIRTH.  HE WAS BORN ON ST. THOMAS AND GREW UP THERE, HE CAME OF AGE ON ST. CROIX AND SPENT HIS ENTIRE ADULT LIFE THERE.  HE’S BUILT A HOME ON ST. CROIX, WAS MARRIED ON ST. CROIX, AND RAISED HIS CHILDREN ON ST. CROIX WITH HIS WIFE OF [NO.] YEARS, THE BEAUTIFUL [NAME OF HIS WIFE].  BUT IT’S EQUALLY TRUE THAT ST. THOMAS HAS REMAINED HIS SECOND HOME, IF YOU WOULD, AND HE CONTIN-UES HAPPILY TO MAINTAIN ‘DUAL CITIZENSHIP’ IN BOTH PLACES, REMAINING CLOSELY IN TOUCH TO THE ISSUES AND CONCERNS ON THE MINDS OF THE CITIZENS THROUGHOUT THESE BEJEWELED ISLANDS.


NUMBER THREE:  ALBERT BRYAN, JR., IS THE MOST UNAFFECTED, DOWN-TO-EARTH PERSON I’VE EVER KNOWN.  NOT IN THE LEAST BIT HIGH-FALUTIN, ALBERT IS TRULY A MAN OF THE PEOPLE, EQUALLY AT EASE IN A PLAYROOM FULL OF KIDS AS HE IS IN A BOARDROOM WORKING WITH THE MOVERS AND SHAKERS OF THE COMMUNITY.

NUMBER FOUR:  ALBERT BRYAN, JR., WASN’T BORN WITH A SILVER SPOON IN HIS MOUTH.  IT WAS NOTHING BUT HARD WORK AND DEDICATION TO WHATEVER JOBS HE UNDERTOOK IN HIS CAREER THAT’S ENABLED HIM TO ELEVATE HIMSELF AND HIS FAMILY TO THE MODESTLY COMFORTABLE STANDARD OF LIVING THEY NOW ENJOY.  HE’S WORKED HARD FOR EVERYTHING HE’S EARNED, AND BECAUSE OF THIS, HE’S REMAINED WONDERFULLY GROUNDED AND NOT IN THE LEAST BIT SELF-CENTERED.  HE’S A COMMON MAN WITH UNCOMMON ABILITIES, WHO’S NEVER LOST TOUCH WITH HIS ROOTS HERE IN HIS NATIVE LAND.


NUMBER FIVE:  ALBERT BRYAN, JR., WAS WITHOUT A DOUBT THE MOST EFFECTIVE AND MOST PRODUCTIVE LABOR COMMISSIONER THE ISLANDS HAVE EVER KNOWN, A POST HE SERVED IN FOR [NO.] YEARS.  IN FACT, NO LABOR COMMISSIONER IN THE ISLANDS’ HISTORY HAD SUCH A MEMORABLY SUCCESSFUL TENURE AS ALBERT BRYAN HAD — DESPITE HIS TAKING THE JOB OF COMMISSIONER DURING PERHAPS THE WORST ECONOMIC DOWNTURN IN MODERN HISTORY.  HE WAS AN EXTREMELY PRUDENT AND CONSERVATIVE STEWARD OF HIS COMMISSION’S BUDGET, AND EVEN WITH SOME PRETTY SEVERE ECONOMIC CONSTRAINTS, HE WAS ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH MANY GREAT THINGS IN THAT POST.

NUMBER SIX:  HE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MOST SUMMER STUDENTS EVER EMPLOYED IN A SINGLE SUMMER HERE IN THE ISLANDS.  HE OVERSAW THE DISBURSEMENT OF MORE UNEM-PLOYMENT BENEFITS TO OUR CITIZENS THAN ANY OTHER COMMISSIONER HAD, AND THIS DURING A PERIOD OF TRUE ECONOMIC DEPRESSION.  HE SECURED AN EIGHT MILLION DOLLAR GRANT FOR HOVENSA [SPELL THIS OUT, PLEASE] TO HELP TRAIN AND SUSTAIN LAID-OFF WORKERS.  HE STREAMLINED THE ORGANIZATION OF THE LABOR DEPARTMENT, MAKING ITS SERVICES EASIER FOR CITIZENS TO UNDERSTAND AND ACCESS.  I THINK IT’S SAFE TO SAY THAT NO OTHER LABOR COMMISSIONER HAD SUCH A MEMORABLE TENURE IN THAT POST AS ALBERT BRYAN, JR., DID.

NUMBER SEVEN:  ALBERT BRYAN, JR., WAS ONE OF THE MOVING FORCES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUGELY POPULAR CAREER-DOT-V.I. WEBSITE, WHICH CONTINUES TO LINK VIRGIN ISLANDERS TO JOB OPPORTUNITIES BOTH IN THE ISLANDS AND ON THE MAINLAND.  HE WAS ALSO INSTRUMENTAL IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE YOUTHNET PROGRAM, THAT HELPS TRACK CHILDREN AT RISK FOR DROPPING OUT OF SCHOOL, AND HAS PROVED TO BE AN ENORMOUSLY USEFUL TOOL FOR EDUCATORS THROUGHOUT THE ISLANDS.

NUMBER EIGHT:  ALBERT BRYAN, JR., IS NOT A CAREER POLITICIAN; HE’S A CAREER PUBLIC SERVANT.  HE’S SPENT A LIFETIME IN COMMUNITY SERVICE AND ORGANIZATIONAL MANAGEMENT, IN BOTH THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS.  WHILE HE’S STILL A COMPARATIVELY YOUNG MAN AT 49 YEARS OF AGE, HE’S ALREADY ACRUED MORE RELEVANT EXPERIENCE IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS THAN HAVE MANY OF HIS OPPONENTS IN THIS RACE.

NUMBER NINE:  ALBERT BRYANT, JR., IS VERY MUCH HIS OWN MAN, AND OWES ALLEGIANCE TO NO ONE — NO PERSON, NO ORGANIZATION, AND NO SPECIAL INTEREST.  YES, HE DID SERVE, AND PROUDLY, IN JOHN DELONGH’S CABINET.  BUT YOU’D BE MISTAKEN IF YOU TOOK HIM FOR JUST ANOTHER DELOGNH-ITE.  HIS ALLEGIANCE IS ONLY TO THE PEOPLE OF THIS TERRITORY AND TO NO ONE ELSE.


AND THE NUMBER 10 REASON YOU SHOULD VOTE FORE ALBERT BRYAN, JR., FOR GOVERNOR NEXT NOVEMBER:  IT’S HIS TIME.  IT’S TIME FOR A CHANGE.  IT’S TIME FOR SOMEONE WITH INTEGRITY AND COURAGE AND DEDICATION TO TAKE THE REINS OF OUR GOVERNMENT AND START MOVING OUR ECONOMY, OUR INSTITUTIONS, AND OUR PEOPLE IN A MORE POSITIVE AND HOPEFUL DIRECTION.

BEAR IN MIND THAT DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., WAS ONLY 26 YEARS OLD WHEN HE ORGANIZED THE MONGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT.  JOHN F. KENNEDY AS ONLY 43 WHEN HE BECAME PRESIDENT, AND BARACK OBAMA WAS ONLY 47.  AS THESE GREAT LEADERS PROVED, YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A GRAY-BEARD TO BE AN EFFECTIVE LEADER.

I TRULY BELIEVE THAT ALBERT BRYAN, JR., IS THE ONLY CANDIDATE WITH THAT RARE COMBINATION OF EXPERIENCE, INTELLIGENCE, AND INTEGRITY, COUPLED WITH AN INNOVATIVE AGENDA OF PROGRAMS AND PROPOSALS, THAT CAN RAISE THESE ISLANDS OUT OF THE ECONOMIC QUAGMIRE WE’VE BEEN STUCK IN FOR NEARLY 20 YEARS.

SO WHEN THE NEXT GUBINATORIAL ELECTION IS AT HAND, I BEG YOU MOST URGENTLY TO VOTE, AND TO VOTE FOR ALBERT BRAYAN, JR.  IT MIGHT BE THE MOST IMPORTANT VOTE YOU’LL EVER CAST.
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