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Doria Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16404]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Lieutenant Michael Doria on the occasion of his retirement from the U.S. Coast Guard.


THANK YOU, MARK, FOR THAT WONDERFUL INTRODUCTION.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . . FELLOW SERVICE MEMBERS, CLASSMATES, FRIENDS, AND MY WONDERFUL FAMILY . . . :

I’M SO ENORMOUSLY HONORED AND GRATEFUL THAT YOU WERE ALL ABLE TO JOIN ME AT MY RETIREMENT CEREMONY — AND I’M PARTICULARLY GRATEFUL TO THOSE OF YOU WHO HAD TO TRAVEL A BIT TO BE HERE.  IT MEANS A TON TO ME THAT YOU MADE THE EFFORT!  I’D ALSO LIKE TO GIVE A VERY SPECIAL SHOUT-OUT TO A VERY SPECIAL GUEST WHO’S JOINED US THIS [MORNNG/AFTERNOON/EVENING], SERGEANT JIMMY OCHAN, A WOUNDED GYRENE WHO [NATURE OF WOUND/DISABILITY].  WE’RE ALL HONORED BY YOUR PRESENCE, JIMMY, AND ARE GRATEFUL FOR ALL THE SACRIFICES YOU MADE FOR YOUR COUNTRY.

SO THE TRUE AND ACTUAL FACT IS THAT — AFTER 17 YEARS OF SERVICE — I’M RETIRING FROM THE COAST GUARD.  THIS SHALLOW-WATER SAILOR’S FINISHED HIS LAST DEPLOYMENT.  BUT WHILE I’M LEAVING THE COAST GUARD, THE COAST GUARD WILL NEVER LEAVE ME.  IT’S BEEN A CENTRAL PART OF MY LIFE AND MY IDENTITY FOR NEARLY TWO DECADES.  IT’S PROVIDED ME WITH OPPORTUNITIES I KNOW I NEVER WOULD HAVE HAD AS A CIVILIAN.  IT ALLOWED ME TO PERSUE AND PRACTICE MY PROFES-SIONAL CAREER EVEN WHILE SENDING ME TO PARTS OF THE WORLD THAT I KNOW I’D NEVER HAVE VISITED HAD I NOT BECOME A COASTIE.  IT’S BEEN A HELLUVA RIDE, BELIEVE ME, AND I WOULDN’T TRADE A MINUTE OF IT.

BUT NOW, AS I REFLECT BACK ON MY COAST GUARD CAREER, THE OVERWHELMING EMOTION I FEEL IS ONE OF ENORMOUS GRATITUDE.  NONE OF US GETS THROUGH THIS LIFE ALONE OR WITHOUT HELP — SOMETIMES FROM FOLKS WE DON’T EVEN KNOW ARE HELPING US.  WELL, I’M, FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO 
KNOW A WHOLE LOT OF THE PEOPLE WHO’VE HELPED ME THROUGH MY LIFE, AND IF YOU ALL WOULDN’T MIND, I’D LIKE TO SPEND THE FEW MINUTES I HAVE UP HERE TO PAY TRIBUTE TO THEM.  MY PROBLEM IS THAT — EVEN IF ALL I SAID WAS “HI” AND “THANK YOU” TO EACH AND EVERY ONE OF THE IMPORTANT PEOPLE IN MY LIFE — I’D HAVE YOU SITTING ON YOUR BUTTS FOR MORE THAN AN HOUR WHILE I RATTLED OFF MY SPECIAL HONOR ROLL.  SO I HOPE THOSE OF YOU WHOM I DON’T MENTION BY NAME, EVEN THOUGH YOU CERTAIN DESERVE A SHOUT OUT, WILL FORGIVE ME.

I MUST BEGIN, AS MY LIFE BEGAN, WITH MY MOTHER, ANN MARIE, ALWAYS THERE, ALWAYS SUPPORTIVE, ALWAYS LOVING.  I ONLY HOPE I’VE MADE YOU PROUD, MOM, BECAUSE YOU’VE GIVEN ME EVERYTHING.



MY BROTHERS, CHUCK AND DAVID ARE HERE, TOO, ALONG WITH SISTER CHRISTINE, WHOSE LOVE AND SUPPORT AND KINDNESS THROUGH THE YEARS HAVE SUSTAINED AND NURTURED ME WONDERFULLY.

MY UNCLE JOEY AND AUNT DAURINE — WE THINK OF THEM AS JOE PECI AND MARISA TOMEI FROM MY COUSIN VINNIE — HAVE BEEN IN MY CORNER FROM DAY ONE, AND COULDN’T HAVE BEEN MORE SUPPORTIVE OR ENCOURAGING.  I’M PRIVLEDGED TO HAVE BEEN RAISED IN THE GREATEST FAMILIES ANY MAN CAN HAVE.

CAPTAIN JEFF SALVON-HARMAN WAS ONE OF MY BIGGEST SUPPORTERS AND MOST IMPORTANT MENTORS IN THE COAST GUARD.  I’M SO GRATEFUL, CAPTAIN, FOR ALL YOU DID TO HELP ME IMPLEMENT A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT RESEARCH AND CARE PROGRAMS FOR THE GUARD.


COMMANDER ERIC BERSTEIN, WHO’S OFFICIATING TODAY, IS THE KIND OF OFFICER WITH WHOM YOU’D GO INTO BATTLE AT ANY TIME, IN ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, AND KNOW THAT YOUR ‘SIX’ WILL BE COVERED AT ALL TIMES AND THAT YOU’LL NEVER BE LEFT BEHIND.  I SALUTE AND THANK YOU, BERNIE, FOR ALL YOU’VE TAUGHT ME AND FOR ALL THE CONFIDENCE YOU SHOWED IN ME THROUGH THE YEARS.

YOU’VE ALREADY MET LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER MARK STUART — MY GREAT FRIEND, SUPERVISOR, AND SHIPMATE WHOSE LEADERSHIP AND CONSTANT ENCOURAGMENT MADE ME BELIEVE THAT I TRULY COULD MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THIS WORLD.  THANKS FOR EVERYTHING, MARK; IT’S AN HONOR TO KNOW YOU AND A PLEASURE TO WORK WITH YOU.

THERE ARE SO MANY OTHER PEOPLE — MILITARY MEMBERS, VETS, CIVILIANS — WHO’VE BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN MY LIFE AND HAVE ENRICHED IT BEYOND MEASURE.  SO WITH REPEATED APOLOGIES FOR THOSE DESERVING SOULS WHOM I DIDN’T HAVE TIME TO MENTION, I THANK YOU AND I SALUTE YOU.  [GIVE A GOAST GUARD SALUTE TO THE AUDIENCE]

THANK YOU.
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