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ON THE OCCASION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY THIS YEAR, I THINK IT WOULD BE FITTING FOR ALL OF US TO RECALL ONE OF DR. KING’S SIMPLEST YET MOST POWERFUL TEACHINGS, WHEN HE SAID:

“DARKNESS CANNOT DRIVE OUT DARKNESS; ONLY LIGHT CAN DO THAT.  HATE CANNOT DRIVE OUT HATE; ONLY LOVE CAN DO THAT.”

DR. KING’S WHOLE LIFE WAS DEVOTED TO DRIVING OUT DARKNESS AND HELPING ALL MANKIND LEARN THE HEALING POWER OF LOVE.  AND IN THIS, HIS MISSION AND HIS TEACHINGS WERE NOT SO DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD.  WHILE DR. KING WAS A CHRISTIAN AND WE ARE MUSLIM, WE, LIKE HIM, ARE DOCTORS, DEVOTED TO HEALING THE SICK AND COMFORTING THE AFFLICTED.  AND LIKE THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY OF WHICH DR. KING WAS SUCH A SHINING LIGHT, THE MUSLIM-AMERICAN COMMUNITY — AND INDEED, MUSLIM COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT THE NON-MUSLIM WORLD — ARE TODAY FACING THE SAME KIND OF DARK HATRED AND MINDLESS PREJUDICE THAT DR. KING FOUGHT SO FIERCELY TO OVERCOME.

WE KNOW WHAT OUR ROLE IS AS DOCTORS AND HEALERS.  BUT WE MUST IN TODAY’S WORLD — BOTH AS INDIVIDUAL PRACTITIONERS AND AS AN ORGANIZATION — NOW TAKE ON AN ANOTHER ROLE, AN ADDITIONAL OBLIGATION.  WE MUST BECOME — BOTH AS INDIVIDUALS AND AS AN ORGANIZATION — BRINGERS OF LIGHT AND PURVEYORS OF LOVE.

IT MIGHT NOT BE THE MISSION WE SIGNED UP FOR WHEN FIRST WE DECIDED TO BECOME DOCTORS.  BUT LIKE IT OR NOT, IT’S A MISSION AND A RESPONSIBILITY, THAT WE SHOULD NOT — AND INDEED, CANNOT — AVOID.  IT IS A VITAL MISSION AND ONE THAT WE MUST EMBRACE.

FROM THE TRADITIONS OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD COMES THE STORY OF THE MAN WHOM THE PROPHET SENT ON A MISSION.  HE CAMPED CLOSE BY TO SOME PEOPLE WHO DID NOT SHOW HIM ANY HOSPITALITY.  WHEN THE LEADER OF THE NEARBY CAMP WAS BITTEN BY A SNAKE, THEY WENT TO PROPHET MUHAMMAD’S COMPANION FOR HELP.  HE RECITED THE OPENING CHAPTER OF THE QU’RAN OVER THE AFFLICTED MAN AND HE AROSE “AS IF RELEASED FROM A CHAIN.”  BUT TODAY, SIMPLY READING FROM SCRIPTURE IS NOT ENOUGH.

HERE, TOO, WE CAN LEARN FROM DR. KING’S EXAMPLE.  FOR HE DID NOT MERELY PREACH FROM HIS PULPIT AND READ FROM THE BIBLE ON SUNDAY MORNINGS.  HE WAS A MAN OF ACTION.  HE TOOK HIS MESSAGE TO THE STREETS AND TO THE NEIGHBORHOODS AND TO THE HALLS OF GOVERNMENT, BOTH NATIONAL AND LOCAL.  HE MINISTERED ONE-ON-ONE, AND HE PREACHED TO THE MULTITUDES, AT RALLIES, ON TELEVISION, ON THE RADIO.  IN EVERY WAKING HOUR, HE LIVED A LIFE OF LIGHT AND LOVE, AND HE TOUGHT BY THE EXAMPLE OF HIS OWN LIFE THE POWER OF TOLERANCE, UNDERSTANDING, AND ACCEPTANCE.

CAN WE DO LESS?

AS INDIVIDUAL DOCTORS, AS MEMBERS OF OUR OWN COMMUNITIES, AND AS A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION, CAN WE NOT FIND MORE EFFECTIVE, MORE PROACTIVE WAYS OF SHINING LIGHT ONTO THE DARKNESS OF RACISM AND POURING OUT LOVE TO NEUTRALIZE THE AWFUL VENOM OF HATE?  I THINK WE CAN.  I THINK WE MUST.  NOT JUST ONE OF US.  NOT JUST SOME OF US.  BUT ALL OF US.

LET US LOOK FORWARD TO THE DAY WHEN THIS MINISTRY IS NO LONGER NEEDED.  LET US PRAY FOR THE DAY WHEN, GOD BE WILLING, WE CAN RETURN TO OUR LIFE’S WORK OF HEALING AND CURING DISEASE.  BUT UNTIL THAT DAY ARRIVES, WE’VE GOT ANOTHER JOB TO DO.  LET US JOIN TOGETHER IN THIS NEW MISSION WITH THE FAITH THAT ALLAH WILL SHOW US THE WAY AND WILL, ALLAHU AKBAR, ENSURE THAT WE SUCCEED.
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