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Dunbar Speech  [No. 15981]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. Mark Dunbar at San Diego State University’s 2017 Accept-ed-Enrollees Welcoming Luncheon, Feb. 10, 2017 at [place].

I’VE BEEN ASKED TO TALK TO YOU THIS AFTERNOON ABOUT MY EXPERIENCES AS A PARENT OF AN SDSU STUDENT — MY DAUGH-TER’S AN AZTEC RIGHT NOW — WITH THE SUB-TEXT OF WHY IT’D BE SUCH A GREAT IDEA FOR YOU TO COME TO SAN DIEGO STATE.

BUT TO PERFECTLY HONEST WITH YOU, I DON’T THINK MY EXPERI-ENCES ARE ALL THAT DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF THE TENS OF THOUSANDS OF OTHER PARENTS AROUND THE COUNTRY WHO SEND THEIR TENS OF THOUSANDS OF SONS AND DAUGHTERS OFF TO COLLEGE EACH YEAR.

IT’S ALWAYS THE SAME ARGUMENT, THE UNIVERSAL DEBATE:  SHOULD I GO TO A BIG SCHOOL THAT OFFERS LOTS OF WELL-EQUIPPED LEARNING CENTERS; OR TO A SMALL, RURAL CAMPUS THAT OFFERS MORE INTENSIVE, PERSONALIZE LEARNING IN A LESS PRESSURIZED ENVIRONMENT?
DO I STAY HERE AND LIVE AT HOME TO SAVE MONEY WHILE GOING TO COLLEGE; OR DO GET THE HELL OUT OF TOWN, AS FAR AWAY FROM MY PARENTS — AND OTHER OBJECTIONABLE KINFOLK — AS POSSIBLE, AS FAST AS POSSIBLE?

SHOULD I ATTEND A SCHOOL THAT’S GOT A GOOD REPUTATION IN A FIELD I THINK I MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN; OR SHOULD I OPT INSTEAD FOR AN INSTITUTION WITH A WELL-ROUNDED AND HIGHLY RESPECTIVE GENERAL CURRICULUM?

IS A “PARTY” SCHOOL FOR ME; OR IS THAT THE KIND OF PLACE THAT, GIVEN MY EXPERIENCE, I PROBABLY OUGHT NOT PUT AT THE TOP OF MY COLLEGE-PROSPECTS LIST.

I’VE LEARNED TWO IMPORTANT LESSONS THROUGH MY OWN EXPERIENCES AND THOSE OF OTHERS WHO’VE GONE THROUGH THIS PROCESS YOU’RE GOING THROUGH NOW.

THE FIRST IS THAT . . . THERE ARE ALWAYS ALTERNATIVES.  YOU’RE NEVER LOCKED INTO OR OUT OF ANYTHING.  CERTAINLY NOT AT THIS EARLY STAGE OF YOUR ADULT LIVES.  GOODNESS KNOWS, I’D LOVE TO SEE EACH AND EVERYONE ONE OF YOU FINE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN C’MON OUT TO SAN DIEGO STATE UNI-VERSITY.  IF YOU’RE EAGER TO LEARN, THEN BY GOLLY, WE’RE SURE EAGER TO “LEARN” YOU UP.

BUT EVEN IF YOU DO END UP DECIDING ON SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY, I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT YOU CAN ALWAYS CHANGE YOUR MIND.  YOU CAN SWITCH SCHOOLS.  YOU CAN CHANGE MAJORS.  YOU CAN LEAVE COLLEGE ALTOGETHER.  HECK, YOU MIGHT EVEN (DARE I SAY IT?) GET A JOB?  — YOU KNOW THAT BILL GATES NEVER FINISHED COLLEGE, RIGHT . . . ?  HE GOT A JOB, ALL RIGHT:  HE STARTED A WHOLE INDUSTRY!

[bookmark: _GoBack]YES . . . IT’S TRUE THAT, AS WE AGE, VARIOUS ALTERNATIVES ARE REMOVED FROM OUR PLATES, NEVER AGAIN TO BE AVAILABLE TO US.  I FOR, EXAMPLE, WOULD DEARLY LOVE TO PLAY [POSITION] FOR THE [TEAM], BUT [STRIKE SOME KIND OF POSE] IT SHOULD BE OBVIOUS BY INSPECTION THAT THIS HAS A VERY, VERY LOW PROBABILITY OF OCCURING.

THE SECOND LESSON I LEARNED FROM THE PROCESS YOU’RE GOING THROUGH RIGHT NOW IS THAT — FOR YOU STUDENTS:  YOU SHOULD ABSOLUTELY PICK THE SCHOOL THAT YOU LOVE THE MOST, PERIOD, END OF STORY.  AND FOR YOU PARENTS:  ALLOW YOUR SON OR DAUGHTER TO PICK THE HIGHEST COLLEGE ON HIS OR HER RANKING SHEET THAT YOU CAN AFFORD TO PAY FOR.  TEACH THEM WELL, SO THAT THE RANKING SHEET THEY COME UP WITH IS REASONABLE AND LOGICAL IN THE CONTEXT OF THEIR INTELLECTUAL CAPACITIES, PERSONALITIES, INTERESTS, AND EXPERIENCES.  THEN . . . DON’T ARGUE!
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