
      SCHUCK SCRIPT		Page (5)





Goldsmith Speech (No. 15525)
_______________________________________________________
Inspirational speech for Larry Goldsmith for presentation (initially) at the “Making a Difference” Conference.
_______________________________________________________

AN ANCIENT HEBREW SCHOOLAR WHO WAS BORN MORE THAN A 100 YEARS BEFORE JESUS, ASKED THREE VERY SIMPLE QUESTIONS TO GET HIS STUDENTS THINKING ABOUT THE TRUE MEANING AND PUPRPOSE OF THEIR LIVES.  THIS SCHOLAR’S NAME WAS HILLEL [pronounced:  HILL-el], AND I’D LIKE TO SHARE HIS THREE QUESTIONS WITH YOU THIS [MORNING/AFTERNOON/EVENING]; AND AS I DO, I WANT YOU TO ASK YOURSELVES HOW YOU WOULD ANSWER THEM.  

NOW HILLEL’S FIRST QUESTION WAS THIS:  “IF I AM NOT FOR MYSELF, WHO WILL BE FOR ME?”

WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE HE MEANT BY THIS QUESTION?  IT’S VERY SIMPLE.  WITH THIS QUESTION HE WAS POINTING OUT THE INESCAPABLE TRUTH THAT — ONCE WE BECOME ADULTS, ONCE WE LEAVE HOME AND THE GUIDANCE AND PROTECTION OF OUR FAMILIES — THERE’S ABSOLUTELY NOBODY ON THE PLANET EARTH WHO’S LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR SAFETY, OUR WELL-BEING, OR OUR PROSPERITY.  IF YOU DON’T LOOK OUT FOR “NUMBER ONE,” THEN WHO’S GONNA DO IT?  WHAT HILLEL IS IMPLYING IS THAT THE ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION IS THAT  NO ONE  WILL.  IT’S YOUR JOB NOW, AND NOBODY ELSE’S.

NOW THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT.  FOR THIS QUESTION REPRESENTS THE LEAP WE ALL MUST TAKE FROM THE SAFETY AND SUPPORT OF CHILDHOOD TO A STATE OF SELF-RELIANCE, OF BEING ON ONE’S OWN, OF BECOMING THE “MASTER OF ONE’S FATE AND THE CAPTAIN OF ONE’S SOUL.”  THIS IS A BIG LEAP FOR SOME; FOR OTHERS MAYBE NOT SO MUCH.  BUT IT’S PROBABLY THE MOST IMPORTANT LEAP ANYONE EVER TAKES IN THIS LIFE WHEN — TO PARAPHREASE 1 CORINTHIANS, CHAPTER 13 VERSE 12— THE TIME HAS COME TO “BECOME A MAN AND PUT AWAY CHILDISH THINGS.”

BUT THERE’S A DEEPER IMPLICATION TO THIS OBSERVATION, AND THAT IS THAT WE’VE GOT TO BE THE BEST “SELVES” WE CAN BE.

WE’VE GOT TO TAKE CARE OF OURSELVES.  WE’VE GOT TO TAKE CARE OF OUR BODIES.  WE’VE GOT TO MANAGE OUR FINANCES.  WE’VE GOT TO MAXIMIZE OUR OWN INNER POTENTIAL.  WE’VE GOT TO CHERISH AND CELEBRATE, THROUGH BOTH WORDS AND DEEDS,  THE GIFTS OF LIFE AND LOVE THAT GOD HAS BESTOWED UPON US.  OUR FIRST DUTY IN LIFE IS TO OURSELVES.

NOW, I CAN UNDERSTAND HOW THIS MIGHT STRIKE YOU AS SELFISH, SELF-CENTERED, AND EGOTISTICAL.  SO LET ME HASTEN TO HILLEL’S SECOND QUESTION, AND THAT IS:

“IF I AM FOR MYSELF ALONE, WHAT AM I?”

THIS QUESTION SUGGESTS THAT JUST LOOKING OUT FOR “NUMBER ONE” ISN’T GOOD ENOUGH.  FOR IF THAT’S ALL YOU SPEND YOUR TIME AND ENERGY DOING — LOOKING OUT ONLY FOR YOURSELF — THEN IT’S NOT A VERY MEANINGFUL LIFE.

“IF I AM FOR MYSELF ALONE, THEN WHAT AM I?”

HILLEL SAYS:  NOT MUCH — AT LEAST, NOT MUCH IN THE EYES OF GOD.  TRUE . . . HILLEL’S FIRST COMMANDMENT TO US IS THAT WE MUST TAKE CARE OF OURSELVES AND LOOK OUT FOR OURSELVES.  BUT THIS IS NOT THE REASON WE WERE PUT HERE ON THIS EARTH.  THE REASON EACH OF US WAS PUT ON THIS EARTH IS TO HELP OTHERS, TO ALLEVIATE THE SUFFERING OF OTHERS, TO HELP OTHERS MAXIMIZE THEIR POTENTIAL IN LIFE.  IT IS TO SERVE THE UNSERVED, TO HELP THE HELPLESS AND GIVE HOPE TO THE HOPELESS.  IT IS TO FEED THE HUNGRY AND CLOTHE THE NAKED AND HEAL THE SICK — IN SHORT, TO HELP GOD DO HIS WORK HERE ON EARTH.  FOR AS JESUS SAID, “WHATEVER YOU DO FOR THE LEAST OF MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS, SO YOU DO ALSO FOR ME.”
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THIS IS WHY WE’RE HERE.  NOT TO MAKE AS MUCH MONEY AS WE CAN OR TO HAVE SEX WITH AS MANY PARTNERS AS WE CAN OR TO ACQUIRE AS MUCH MATERIAL WEALTH AS WE CAN.  NO.  THAT’S NOT ENOUGH.  FOR UNLESS OUR LIVES HAVE A PURPOSE GREATER THAN OURSELVES, UNLESS WE DEDICATE OUR LIVES TO HELPING OTHERS, UNLESS WE BECOME COMMITTED TO “MAKING A DIFFERENCE” . . . OUR LIVES HERE ON EARTH WILL TRULY HAVE VERY LITTLE MEANING.  THIS IS WHAT HILLEL MEANS WHEN HE ASKS, “IF I AM FOR MYSELF ALONE, WHAT AM I?”

WHICH BRINGS ME FINALLY TO HIS THIRD QUESTION, THE SHORTEST AND PERHAPS MOST MEANINGFUL ONE OF THE THREE.  THE FIRST QUESTION, YOU’LL REMEMBER, ASKS WHO’S GOING TO LOOK AFTER MY HAPPINESS AND WELL-BEING IF NOT FOR ME?  THE SECOND QUESTION ASKS, IF ALL I’M DOING IS LOOKING OUT FOR MYSELF, THEN WHAT KIND OF PERSON AM I?  AND HILLEL’S THIRD QUESTION WAS, VERY SIMPLY:

“IF NOT NOW, WHEN?”

“IF NOT NOW, WHEN?”  . . . WHAT A PROFOUND QUESTION!  SHORT, SWEET AND TO THE POINT.  AND OF COURSE THE POINT IS:  IF YOU WANT TO DEDICATE YOURSELF TO LIVING A HELPFUL, GODLY LIFE . . . IF YOU DEFINE A PURPOSE FOR YOUR LIFE THAT’S GREATER THAN YOURSELF . . . IF YOU TRULY UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE AND NECESSITY OF “MAKING A DIFFERENCE” . . . THEN I WOULD ASK YOU ONLY THIS:

WHAT THE HELL [HECK] ARE YOU WAITING FOR?!?

THANK YOU.
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