MAID OF HONOR SPEECH
[Direct this speech to the guests, with moments of pause and eye contact with Laura]
Hello everyone.  Thank you for coming to honor Laura and Dave at this amazing time in their lives.  
I am honored that Laura asked me to be part of this special day.  The day she called me and asked if I would be her Maid of Honor, I was so excited that I hung up on her.  I ran out of my house in my pj’s with no shoes on, and ran right to her.  I’m not even sure if I closed the door behind me.  
[Look at Laura]

It’s hard to put into words just how special you really are, and how much you mean to me. 

[Pause]

After all this time, I know I can always count on you to be there for me – for a good time, to cry, lend an ear or shoulder, or a smack and push from time to time.  A best friend like you is hard to come by, and even harder to keep for 25 years.  
Laura and I have had exciting times.  We’ve laughed, talked, fought, and forgiven.  I’d have to say that laughing is my favorite thing about her.  Her laugh is so infectious that no one can resist laughing or at least smiling when they hear it.  It’s one of my favorite sounds now.  She also has the biggest heart in the world.  It bursts with the love she shares with the people she cares about.  I want to thank you, Laura, 
[Look at Laura] 
for being you, and letting me into that big heart of yours. 

[Pause]

You can imagine how many stories I could tell about Laura for this special occasion.  I could stand here and entertain you for hours – maybe even days – about our experiences.  But I won’t.

[Pause]

Today, I will just briefly share with you one of my favorite stories.  It has always been one of my most memorable moments with her, but now it’s even more special and I’ll tell you why.  
I actually first set foot here at the Viameade Resort with Laura 20 years ago on our way to see Grandma and Grandpa Woodcox in Woodview.  But first, we went to the cottage, which instantly became my favorite place in the world.  Then, we came here.  

[Pause]

As you can see, this place is so beautiful.  Laura took me outside to the chapel.  She told me the story about how her parents met here and celebrated their love by getting married here.  Then, she turned and looked at me with both determination and hope in her eyes and said, “This is where I’m gonna get married!  Right here.  Just like my mom and dad.”  She’s obviously a woman of her word.

[Look at Laura]
Here we are.  Just like you said.
We always said we’d grow old together, and it looks like we are well on our way!  Here we are at Viameade for your wedding.  They say weddings are for the day, but marriage and love is for a lifetime.  I am bursting with happiness that you will be sharing your life with Dave.
Elizabeth Bowen said, “When you love someone, all your saved-up wishes start coming out.”  You are a woman with vision who has found her love.  I’m so happy for you, Laura, and I love you both very much.  
Everyone, let’s celebrate Laura and Dave.  Raise your glasses with me!  Cheers!
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