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FATHER OF THE BRIDE SPEECH 

FOR

SOLOMON GHOSN

Hello Everyone!!! Today is one of the happiest and most emotional days of my life, and with celebration, comes gratitude.  I have so much to be thankful for, and because everyone is gathered together in one room, I am going to take a few moments to acknowledge and thank some people, as well as our gorgeous newlyweds. My wife Mary and I would like to thank everyone for being here today, to share in the joy of this wonderful moment with all of my family.  To my brothers and sisters…I love all of you and it means so much to me that you could be here tonight, and to my friends, who have been there through thick and thin, through silliness and crisis, through all of the everyday lives we live together, it is really great to be able to celebrate with you.  Many of you have been around since Renee was a little girl, and in some ways, you’ve helped raise our children as we’ve witnessed your families grow. 

I really want to say a BIG thank you to my NEW family (turn to Jack’s parents and say) _____________ and _____________, thank you for raising such a fine young man.  We have entrusted our precious daughter Renee to his trust and care, and I know they will be there for each other throughout their lives.  

I want to extend a special “Thank You” to some people who have made this day even more extraordinary.  

· Mayor ________________, thank you so much for attending today.  My family and I are thrilled that you (if he is attending with his wife say) [and your wife] could be here to share our joy. I would also like to thank our city’s other civic representatives for being here as well.  Although we all take our careers and advocacy very seriously, to be able to reaffirm the importance of family with such distinguished witnesses is an honor.

· Father O’Boyle, on behalf of my family and newly extended family, I want to acknowledge your eloquence and compassion and thank you for the beautiful words you shared today with Renee and Jack.  Our lives are blessed knowing that you are there for us in times of joy as well as challenge.

· Words cannot express how happy and moved I am that my parents, ____________ and ______________  Ghosn, are here to witness the marriage of their granddaughter.  Mom, Dad, we all love you very much, and to have you here today, healthy and happy and celebrating Renee and Jack’s wedding is truly a gift from GOD.  I have been blessed with a wonderful wife and 3 fantastic children, and none of this would have been possible if it weren’t for the love, guidance and wisdom I received from you throughout my whole life.  You showed me what true and selfless love was all about, and all of your devotion is reflected in the faces and lives of my beautiful family.

· (turn to your wife and say) Mary, every day I try to let you know how much I love you and thank you for all that you have done for me, and all that we have built together.  On occasions like this one, I am fortunate enough to let EVERYONE know how much I love you and what a wonderful woman, wife and mother you are.  We have a magnificent family and it is because of your dedication (and say this playfully) …..and amazing genes!!!....  that we have such beautiful and wonderful children.  I want the world to know what a devoted and selfless mother you have been.  Nothing is ever too great for you to do or give to your children, and that is why they are who they are.  I could not have asked for a more loving or devoted partner in my life.  Thank you.

· I want to thank my “new family” for raising such a wonderful son. (Turn to Jack’s parents, name them and say) ___________________ and _________________, I want you to know that Mary and I love Jack as though he were our own son, and if Renee hadn’t chosen him, I would have chosen him for her!!!  He fits right in to our family, as I am sure Renee blends as well with yours, and now we are an even bigger, stronger, happier family, joined by our happy couple.

· I would like to thank our other children, _______________ and  ________________, for being who you are, and YOU’RE NEXT!! (and say jokingly,) but please give me a little breather before the NEXT wedding!).

· (turn to your daughter and son-in-law) Renee, Jack, WOW!!! Look at the two of you!!  You two are truly a match made in heaven!!  Renee, you’re my first born, my little girl.  You’ve always been special and it has been an honor to call you my daughter.  There are so many proud moments that I have experienced as your father, and they are way too numerous to mention, but just about everyone here knows who you are and what a fine young woman you’ve become.  Your charm and outgoing personality wins the hearts of everyone you meet.  It’s no wonder Jack fell for you!!!  Who wouldn’t?!?!  Your devotion to your studies and to being the best older sister to ____________ and _____________ has been an inspiration.  Your clearly demonstrated love and respect for both your mother and me makes me feel like the luckiest man in the world, and I could not have asked for a more wonderful child.  Although you and Jack are moving out of the area to begin your lives together as man and wife, you will ALWAYS be our little girl and you and Jack must always remember we are only a phone call away…..not that you need to hear me say that.  I just know that you and Jack have the ability to build the necessary foundation for a great and successful union, no matter where you are or what you do.  

· And Jack…Jack!!!  My son!! Wow, that sounds good, doesn’t it?  As I said before, if Renee hadn’t chosen you, I would have chosen you for her.  Now the two of you get to move to the next chapter in your lives and ours, and we look forward to the generations to follow.  Our family is a close knit one, and we all welcome you and your family to our ever-increasing clan!!!  There is just one thing I have to say to you Jack, and (say this playfully)…..no pressure.  You’ve got Renee’s heart and soul now, and it’s yours to care for.  Just remember these 4 little words……HAPPY WIFE, HAPPY LIFE.  End of story!!

Of course, I wish only the best of love, health, happiness and prosperity for the two of you, throughout your lives. I wish for you to experience the deep love and respect your mother and I feel for each other.  And in the years to come, I want you to remember how magical tonight has been for all of us, and that we were all blessed to have our families, especially grandparents, friends, colleagues and neighbors to share all of this with us.   I want to propose a toast to the bride and groom.  It’s an excerpt from a beautiful song by Eric Clapton called “Wonderful Tonight.”  Whenever you hear these lyrics, or think of this evening, Renee, I want you to think of Jack, and Jack, remember Renee, just as she is right now, and may you both know that each of you loves the other more than you’ll ever know:

“I feel wonderful because I see 

The love light in your eyes. 

And the wonder of it all 

Is that you just don't realize how much I love you.”

Here’s to Renee and Jack, may their love continue to grow and light all of our lives!!

THANK YOU!!
