Father of the Groom speech

By Mina R Raulston

May I have Everyone’s attention please?
My wife and I want to welcome you to the wedding of our son Vince and his bride Aishah. We are so happy that this day is finally here. Vince loves Aishah very much and we have come to love her as our own daughter. We think they are the perfect couple. Both Vince and Aishah are loving, kind and caring. 

(brief pause here to shift to speaking of both sons)
My wife and I are blessed to have two wonderful sons. Our other son’s name is Kevin and his wife is Kisha. She is also a blessing to us and like our own daughter. Vince and his brother are very close, inseparable in fact. (Here you could share a story of the boys as brothers if you like) We are very proud of both of our sons. 

(brief pause to speak of parenting)

Raising children offers many challenges and many rewards. There are the days you wonder if you made the right decisions and days you are certain you made the wrong decisions. But, on a wonderful day like today you know that you were successful in raising them. You know you were successful because you see them succeeding in the important things in life. 

Vince has accomplished his goal of graduating from medical school as a Diagnostic Radiology Specialist and will begin his chosen career soon. Today, after twelve years, he marries the love of his life. My wife and I have enjoyed ______ (number of years married) of marriage and wish that many and more for our son and his bride. 
Our family enjoys a close relationship and we are thrilled to welcome Aishah formally into the family today. I say formally because she has been a part of our family informally for several years as they got to know each other. We knew long before there was a formal announcement that they would marry. But we waited patiently for them to make their own decision and announce it to us. That decision made us very happy.
(brief pause to change subject slightly)

Being a parent doesn’t stop when your child becomes an adult. But your parenting methods do change. You learn to be there when your child needs you but you learn not to be too close. You learn to let them make their own decisions and if need be make their own mistakes. And then you rejoice when they make right decisions and develop healthy relationships and build good, strong lives. 
To Vince and Kevin, Mom and Dad are very proud of both of you. We are proud of the men you have grown into, the careers you have chosen, the accomplishments you have made and the women you have chosen as your wives. 

To Vince and Aishah, your mother and I wish you all the best in the life you make together. Know that we are there for you if you need us to lend an ear or to encourage you. We look forward to many years of happiness for you as a couple.

