Father of the Groom speech 

By Mina R Raulston—4/6/12

Hello Everyone. May I have your attention please?
I want to thank you all for joining us today for the marriage of my son, Charlie Jr. and his beautiful bride Kateria, especially those who have traveled from out of state and those who came all the way from London, England. It’s important to have your loved ones around you to celebrate the great days of you life and getting married is one of the greatest.  I remember the day my wife and I were married. We shared our vows with all of the people we loved and it was a great celebration. We’ve been married for 33 years and I want my son and his wife to do the same. (You could share a story of your wedding day if you’re comfortable doing this.)
I want to thank each and every person who has contributed to make this occasion a success. I also want to remember those family members who are deceased who would have been in the gathering, especially my sister Hannah, Lerina, my wife’s brother Christian and her sister Caroline. I want to remember Kateria’s family members who couldn’t make it here today either. We miss their presence but know they are celebrating with us in spirit today.
My son Charlie is a very quiet young man; he likes to work all the time because he likes to spend money; he likes to buy clothes and he admires cars. He even enjoys watching celebrities. (You could share a story about Charlie here that everyone would enjoy). Kateria & Charlie have many things in common. They were working in the same department; they both have the same birthday and the same degree in finance from different schools. (You could share a story of how they met if you wish here). These common ingredients make for a good foundation for marriage. 
But a good marriage takes more than a good foundation, as important as that is. A good marriage takes communication and compromise every day you are together. A good marriage requires that you decide every day that you want to be together and that your relationship is more important than any trial or disagreement you may experience. When you approach life in that way, then you and your wife will work together to resolve life’s surprises not react independently. Your strength is in your unity as a couple. 
I want to thank Mr. and Mrs. Thomas for bringing their daughter up in the right way. If not for them raising her well, my son would not have seen her and would still be shopping around for the love of his life. But now he doesn’t have to shop around anymore. He has found his great love and today they begin their life together. 
Charlie, Kateria—May your life together be filled with joy and celebration and may you always find strength in one another for whatever life brings your way. 

Thank you,
