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Fricchione Speech  [No. 15992]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Dr. Patrick Fricchione on the occasion of his receiving a Com-munity Leadership Award from Marywood University.

DR. TURELL, PRESIDENT PERSICO, FELLOW BOARD MEMBERS . . . FACULTY AND STAFF OF MARYWOOD UNIVERSITY . . .FRIENDS AND DISTINGUISHED GUESTS . . .

THANK YOU, [NAME OF INTRODUCER], FOR THOSE VERY KIND WORDS OF INTRODUCTION.  I CAN’T DENY THEIR HISTORICAL AC-CURACY, BUT I CERTAINLY QUESTION WHETHER I TRULY DESERVE SUCH A GENEROUS HEAPING OF PRAISE.  I KNOW FOR SURE THAT I DON’T DESERVE IT ALONE, FOR ONLY RARELY IS ANY GREAT TASK ACCOMPLISHED BY ONE MAN ALONE.

AS WE ALL KNOW, OUR UNIVERSITY’S ONLY RECENTLY GOTTEN THROUGH ONE OF THE MOST TERRIBLE AND TURBULENT TIMES IN ITS HISTORY, FINANCIALLY AND ADMINISTRATIVELY.  THE AWARD YOU’RE HONORING ME WITH THIS [MORNING/AFTERNOON/ EVEN-ING] IS OBVIOUSLY IN RECOGNITION OF THE ROLE I WAS ABLE TO PLAY IN GETTING MARYWOOD THROUGH THIS PERIOD OF STRIFE MORE OR LESS INTACT AND — PRAISE [GOD/JESUS] —STRONGER AND MORE VIBRANT THAN EVER.

BUT, AS I SAID, I DIDN’T PERFORM — COULDN’T PERFORM — THIS ROLE ALONE.  MY COLLEAGUES ON THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES ALL MADE TREMENDOUS CONTRIBUTIONS, LARGE AND SMALL, THAT HELPED GET US THROUGH THE TRAVAILS OF CHANGE IN ONE PIECE.  AND I’D BE REMISS IN THIS REGARD IF I DIDN’T MENTION, IN PAR-TICULAR, THE WONDERFUL WORK OF [NAMES AND ROLES OF TRUSTEES].

I’D ALSO BE REMISS IF I DIDN’T THANK MY WONDERFUL AND UNDERSTANDING WIFE, [NAME], FOR HER PATIENCE AND UNDER-STANDING, BECAUSE, LET’S FACE IT, ALL THE TIME I DEVOTED TO MY “SECOND” JOB AS A MARYWOOD BOARD MEMBER HAD TO COME FROM SOMEWHERE, AND THAT “SOMEWHERE” ALL TO OFTEN WAS TIME WITH HER.  BUT SHE’S ALWAYS BEEN BEHIND ME, ALWAYS WITH ME.  ALWAYS SINGIN’ FROM THE SAME HYMNBOOK AS ME.  AS IT IS SAID IN PROVERBS, CHAPTER 31, VERSE 10:  “A GOOD WOMAN IS HARD TO FIND, AND WORTH FAR MORE THAN DIAMONDS.”  [GESTURING TOWARD HER, IF SHE’ PRESENT]  AND THAT’S CERTAINLY MY [FIRST NAME]!  THANK YOU DARLING, FOR EVERYTHING YOU  DO!

IN A HISTORICAL SENSE, THIS AWARD ISN’T MINE ALONE, EITHER, BECAUSE I WOULDN’T BE STANDING HERE IN THE FIRST PLACE IF IT WEREN’T FOR MY FATHER, [FIRST NAME] FRICCHIONE, AND MY UNCLE, [FIRST NAME], WHO WERE IN THE CONSTRUCTION BUSI-NESS TOGETHER BACK IN THE 1990’S.

I’M NOT ENTIRELY SURE HOW THIS WHOLE STORY ACTUALLY UN-FOLDED, BUT WHEN THE FRICCHIONE BROTHERS WERE ASKED IF THEY MIGHT MAKE A FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION TO HELP THE UNI-VERSITY BUILD A DAYCARE CENTER FOR ITS FACULTY, STAFF, AND MARRIED STUDENTS, MY DAD AND UNCLE CAME UP WITH A MUCH MORE AUDACIOUS PLAN:  THEY DECIDED THEY’D BUILD A MOD-ERN, FULLY-EQUIPPED CHILDREN’S DAYCARE CENTER ON THE MARYWOOD UNIVERSITY CAMPUS; AND WHEN IT WAS COMPLETED IN [MONTH] OF [YEAR], THE FRICCHIONE BROTHERS TURNED OVER THE KEYS, THE DEED, AND THE BUILDING TO THE UNIVERSITY’S ADMINISTRATIION, FOR THE SCHOOL TO HAVE AND TO HOLD AS ITS OWN, IN PERPETUITY — PER TUTTO IL TEMPO, AS THE ITALI-ANS SAY.

MY DAD REMAINED A MAJOR FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTOR TO THE UNIVERSITY FOR [NO.] YEARS BEFORE HIS DEATH IN [YEAR], AND SERVED AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES IN [YEARS].  AND MY UNCLE [NAME] WAS A TRUSTEE [YEARS/TERMS]

I PROBABLY WOULD NEVER HAVE EVEN HEARD OF MARYWOOD UNIVERSITY IF IT WEREN’T FOR MY DAD AND UNCLE.  AND OF COURSE, IT WAS THEIR EXAMPLE OF PHILANTHROPY AND PER-SONAL ENGAGEMENT THAT LED ME TO MY OWN CONTINUING INVOLVMENT WITH THIS WONDERFUL CENTER OF LEARNING.

AND FINALLY, THERE’S ANOTHER “SIGNIFICANT OTHER” WITH WHOM I MUST SHARE THIS AWARD, AND THAT OBVIOUSLY IS OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.

I DO NOT CLAIM TO FATHOM THE MIND OF GOD; BUT I KNOW FOR CERTAIN THAT IT WAS HIS GUIDING HAND WHICH LED ME TO DO THE WORK BEING RECOGNIZED BY THIS [NAME, IF IT HAS ONE BY THEN] AWARD.  IT WAS GOD’S WILL AND GOD’S PLAN, PLUS THE LABOR OF MANY, THAT BROUGHT MARYWOOD THROUGH TO ITS NEW AND SPARKLING FUTURE.  SO EVEN MORE THAN FEELING HONORED BY THIS AWARD, I FEEL SUPREMELY BLESSED TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE CHANCE TO EARN IT.

[bookmark: _GoBack]THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH, AND GOD BLESS YOU.
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