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[bookmark: _GoBack]Gillette Speech  [No. 16047]
____________________________________________________________
Campaign-announcement speech for Mr. David Gillette in support of his candidacy for the office of City Councilman for Knoxville’s 6th District.

[TO THE PERSON INTRODUCING YOU]  THANK YOU SO MUCH, [FIRST NAME OF INTRODUCER], FOR THAT WONDERFUL INTRO-DUCTION.  [TO THE AUDIENCE]  I ONLY HOPE THAT IN THE NEXT ELECTION, I’LL GET THE CHANCE TO LIVE UP TO IT.

AND YES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, TO CONFIRM WHAT HAS LONG BEEN RUMORED:  I AM INDEED THIS EVENING OFFICIALLY AN-NOUNCING  MY CAMPAIGN TO BECOME DISTRICT SIX’S NEXT REPRESENTATIVE ON KNOXVILLE’S CITY COUNCIL.

I’M GIVEN TO UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE, AT THE MOMENT, AT LEAST A BAKER’S DOZEN OTHER FOLKS RUNNING FOR THIS SAME SEAT.  AND SO I’D GUESS YOU WOULDN’T HAVE COME TO THIS EVENT IF YOU WEREN’T AT LEAST A TINY BIT INTERESTED IN THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION:  WHY DAVID GILLETTE?

WHY SHOULD THE VOTERS OF DISTRICT SIX PICK ME TO REPRESENT THEM ON THE CITY COUNCIL?

I’M NOT A POLITICIAN.  I’M A REASONABLY SUCCESSFUL BUSI-NESSMAN, WHO’S BEEN INVOLVED IN CIVIC AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS FOR MORE THAN A QUARTER-CENTURY.  JUST AT THE MOMENT, I’M SERVING ON KNOXVILLE’S NEIGHBORHOOD ADVI-SORY COUNCIL; AND I CONTINUE TO SERVE AS VICE PRESIDENT OF THE MECHANICSVILLE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION.  I’VE BEEN RECOGNIZED FOR MY COMMUNITY SERVICE WORK BY BOTH MAY-OR ROGERO AND GOVERNOR HASLAM.

BUT I DON’T THINK THIS IS A TIME FOR A “BATTLE OF THE RESUM-ES.”  I WOULD GUESS THAT ALL OF MY OPPONENTS IN THIS RACE — OR AT LEAST MOST OF ‘EM — HAVE THE NECESSARY TOOLS AND EXPERIENCE NECESSARY TO PERFORM EFFECTIVELY AS A CITY COUNCILMAN.

BUT LET’S FACE IT:  BOTH THE POWERS AND THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF KNOXVILLE’S CITY COUNCIL ARE REALLY QUITE LIMITED, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREAS OF TAXATION AND REVENUE-GEN-ERATION.

MOREOVER, ANY SINGLE COUNCILMAN’S VOTE REPRESENTS ONLY ELEVEN PERCENT OF THE COUNCIL’S FULL VOICE.  SO IN A VERY REAL SENSE, IT AMOUNTS TO LITTLE MORE THAN FRAUD FOR ANY CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE TO PROMISE THAT HE OR SHE WILL “GET THINGS DONE.”  THINGS DON’T GET DONE WITH ELEVEN PERCENT OF THE VOTE.  THEY GET DONE THROUGH TRUST, LEAD-ERSHIP, AND COMMITMENT — OR “T.L.C.,” AS I CALL IT.

YOU CAN TRUST ME TO BE AN HONEST AND CONSERVATIVE SHEPHERD OF THE CITY’S FINANCES, WHENEVER CITY COUNCIL HAS ANYTHING TO SAY ABOUT IT — LIKE WHEN CONSTRUCTION OR MAINTENANCE BIDS ARE INVOLVED.

YOU CAN TRUST ME TO ALWAYS TELL YOU THE TRUTH ABOUT CITY AND NEIGHBORHOOD AFFAIRS, EVEN IF IT’S SOMETHING YOU MIGHT WANT NOT TO HEAR.  AND YOU CAN TRUST ME TO NEVER MAKE A PROMISE TO THE VOTERS OF DISTRICT SIX UNLESS I KNOW FOR [DAMNED] WELL AND CERTAIN THAT IT CAN BE KEPT.

YOU CAN ALSO TRUST ME TO LISTEN TO WHATEVER YOU HAVE TO SAY, ON WHATEVER TOPIC YOU WANT TO TALK ABOUT.  AND TO ME, THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT THING, BECAUSE IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, I UNDERSTAND THAT THE MOST IMPORTANT ROLE A COUNCILMAN HAS IS TO GIVE HIS OWN CONSTITUENTS A VOICE IN THE AFFAIRS AND THE FUTURE OF OUR FAIR CITY.

AND I CAN PROMISE YOU THIS:  MY VOICE WILL NOT BE A QUIET ONE.  IT WILL BE A VOICE OF LEADERSHIP ON A WIDE RANGE OF ISSUES THAT OUR CITY COUNCIL MUST COME TO GRIPS WITH.  ISSUES LIKE THE ADVERSE EFFECTS OF GENTRIFICATION ON POORER NEIGHBORHOODS; AND HOW THESE COULD BE AMELIOR-ATED.  OR ISSUES LIKE THE FORCED BUSSING OF SCHOOL KIDS BECAUSE GOVERNMENT REDEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES HAVE SO RUTHLESSLY DISADVANTAGED POORER NEIGHBORHOODS WITH RESPECT TO NEW-SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION AND THE MAINTEN-ANCE OF THE EXISTING-INVENTORY.

BUT I BELIEVE THAT A CITY COUNCILMAN, TO BE TRULY EFFECTIVE AS A LEADER, HAS TO BE ACTIVE WELL BEYOND THE DOINGS AND DEBATES IN OF THE CITY COUNCIL, AND MUST BE PERSONALLY ACTIVE WITHIN HIS OR HER OWN COMMUNITY.

IN THAT RESPECT, I MUST TELL YOU THAT I’VE HEARD A LOT OF BITCHIN’ AND MOANIN’ — PARDON MY FRENCH — ABOUT THIS OR THAT ASPECT OF LIFE IN DISTRICT SIX.  AND THE MOST FREQUENT THING I HEAR MENTIONED IS SAFETY — NOT ENOUGH COPS, RACI-ALLY PREJUDICED COPS, UNREPONSIVE COPS, TOO MUCH GANG VIOLENCE, TOO MANY DRUGS, ETC., ETC., ETC.  THESE ARE IN MANY CASES TRAGICALLY REAL PROBLEMS.  AND TO THE DE-GREE THAT CITY COUNCIL HAS THE POWER TO CORRECT THEM, I WILL VOTE FOR ANY CREATIVELY RESPONSIBLE PROGRAM THAT MIGHT TO DO SO.

BUT AS I’VE SAID, THERE’ ONLY SO MUCH CITY COUNCIL CAN DO.  ON THE OTHER HAND THERE’S A WHOLE LOT THAT WE RESIDENTS CAN DO TO ATTACK SOME OF THESE PROBLEMS OURSELVES.

IN THE AREA OF NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY, FOR EXAMPLE, WE CAN DEPLOY THE NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH CONCEPT THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT AND THROUGHOUT THE CITY; AND WE CAN VIGOR-OUSLY SUPPORT AN “IF YOU SEE SOMETHING/SAY SOMETHING” PUBLIC AWARNESS CAMPAIGN.  I’VE HAD EXPERIENCE DOING THIS IN [NAME OF TOWN/AREA/CITY], AND I CAN TELL YOU, THESE PRO-GRAMS WORK.

WE CAN PROVIDE GRASSROOTS AWARENESS AND TRAINING PROGRAMS ON SUBJECT LIKE “HOME SAFETY” AND “STREET SAFETY.”  WE CAN SPONSOR WORKSHOPS THROUGHOUT OUR OUR NEIGHBORHOODS, ON A REGULAR BASIS, WHICH AMONG OTHER THINGS WOULD TEACH PARTICIPANTS HOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE MANY CITY AND GOVERNMENT SERVICES THAT ARE AVAILABLE TO THEM BUT OF WHICH SO MANY OF THEM ARE UNAWARE.

THERE’S SO MUCH THAT WE AS RESIDENTS OURSELVES CAN DO TO SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS THAT DON’T HAVE ANYTHING TO WITH CITY COUNCIL DEBATES, VOTES, OR POLITICAL MANEUVERING .  IT DEPENDS SOLELY ON US AND OUR WILLINGNESS TO USE THE CONSIDERABLE POWER THAT’S IN OUR HANDS, IF WE COULD ONLY FIGURE HOW TO APPLY THAT POWER EFFECTIVELY IN THE CAUSE OF OUR NEIGHBORHOODS’ SAFTEY AND REVITILIZATION.  IT’S IN THIS ARENA THAT I PLEDGE TO COMMIT MY EFFORTS, HEART AND SOUL.

AS A LONGTIME RESIDENT OF THE GREATER KNOXVILLE AREA, I’VE GOT LOTS AND LOTS OF IDEAS ABOUT THE KINDS OF THINGS OUR CITY OUGHT TO BE DOING, WHAT THE FUTURE SHOULD HOLD, WHAT OUR CITY’S FUNDING PRIORITIES OUGHT TO BE MOVING FORWARD, AND SO ON.  BUT INSTEAD OF GOING ON AND ON ABOUT MY OWN IDEAS, I’D MUCH PREFER TO HEAR YOURS.  SO FIRST OF ALL, IF YOU WOULD, LET ME KNOW WHAT YOU THINK IS THE MOST PRESSING ISSUE THAT CITY COUNCIL SHOULD BE ADDRESSING BUT ISN’T.

[CALL ON ONE OF THE AUDIENCE MEMBERS WHO RAISES A HAND.]

WHAT’S THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE TO YOU?

[ACKNOWLEDGE HIS/HER ANSWER AND THEN USE IT TO START A BRIEF DISCUSSION WITH THE PARTICIPANT:  WHY IS THIS IMPORT-ANT TO YOU?  HOW HAS GOVERNMENT DROPPED THE BALL HERE?  WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE CITY COUNCIL DO IN THIS RE-GARD, ETC.?]

[TO THE GROUP]  SHOW OF HANDS, PLEASE:  HOW MANY OF YOU FEEL THE SAME WAY?

[AD LIB A COMMENT OF RECOGNITION, THEN REPEAT THE ABOVE “TOWN HALL” INTERACTION FOR AS LONG AS THERE ARE PEOPLE WISHING TO SPEAK.]

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR INTEREST AND PARTICIPATION THIS EVENING.  I ASSURE YOU I’VE TAKEN VERY DETAILED MENTAL NOTES ON THE SUGGESTIONS YOU’VE GIVEN ME HERE THIS EVENING, AND I’LL GET TO WORK ON THEM WITH FULL VIM AND VIGOR AT EIGHT O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING, THE DAY AFTER I’M ELECTED.

I HOPE I CAN COUNT ON ALL OF YOUR VOTES.

THANK YOU FOR LISTENING!
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